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Intent for the Year 9 Music Curriculum 2021-2022
In year 9, students are beginning to make a decision about the subjects that they want to choose. For some students this means that this is the final time they will
participate in music during education but for some this acts as the key stepping stone into GCSE/BTEC music. For this reason, the intent of the year 9 music
curriculum is to build on skills learned throughout years 7 and 8 as well as maintaining interest for students who are in their last year of music education within
school by developing character, giving career insights and including a range of skill options to choose from. Our intent from year 7 is to instil a love a music into all
students even if it does not become a career path past year 9. We hope to develop rounded individuals that will continue participating in, listening to music and
going to watch live performances throughout their lives.
‘All children will experience a well-balanced and comprehensive curriculum that enhances informed, intellectual, developmental and moral character. As a result, this will improve
life chances, interpersonal relationships, social mobility and preparedness for employment. Our curriculum will encourage everyone to have a positive impact on society.’

Implementation: Demonstrated in the table below.
Students will be working on a 10 week rotation between the Creative Arts (Music, Drama, Art, DT). This means most students will get at least 3 x 10 week rotations of each
subject throughout the year. We will be working on SoW that fits roughly around a 5 or 10 week timetable to allow for all students to experience all content.
Curriculum adaptations as a result of the pandemic:
Some students only received music last year online due to the structure of the rotations. This means that there will be many students within this year group that
won’t have touched an instrument for more than a year. For this reason, the curriculum is designed around developing performance skills as well as building on
other musical aspects such as composition in order to build student’s confidence back up within the subject. Topic 2, composing, has been adapted from
composing and arranging to match the Y8 curriculum for this year only so that students can develop song writing skills which they did not do last year due to
Covid.
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Now that students have developed their
performance skills in a range of styles, their
knowledge of notation/tab, listened to a wide
range of music and learned to work more
independently, they can now begin to create
their own compositions. Students learned
about pop music in year 8 so these skills will
be extremely transferrable including primary
chords, catchy lyrics and riffs. Students will
have learned about composers and
songwriters in their last topic so will have an
understanding of these job roles.
This topic has been adapted due to Covid
restrictions not allowing for a songwriting
project last year. For this reason, this project
will build up basic songwriting skills through
pop music which is the same as within the year
8 SoW. Next year, this project will be a
development of the Y8 songwriting project.
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opportunity for students to work through the
structure of Arts Award (a project that some
students will be undertaking away from the
lesson as well) and link the creative arts faculty
together for the final project. Many key
elements of this project can be found in topic 1
as well within the Music Industry SoW.

Impact:
This curriculum will allow students the opportunity to develop skills learned in years 7 and 8. The impact will be that students will have received a well-rounded and
balanced KS3 Music curriculum covering the three main strands of musical education. Students continuing on to KS4 will have the tools to create compositions,
work independently on performances, understand rehearsal skills, have a strong understanding of musical elements and a basic understanding of the Music
Industry. Students not continuing music at KS4 will have developed and built upon important character skills that will enhance employability and wellbeing such as
resilience, honesty, reflection, empathy, creativity, confidence and responsibility.

