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Intent for the Year 9 Curriculum 2020-21 

At year 9, students are beginning to make a decision about the subjects that they want to choose. For some students this means that this is the final time they will 

participate in music during education but for some this acts as the key stepping stone into GCSE/BTEC music. For this reason, working to the structure of the Arts 

Award allows for a broad range of skills to be learned and developed from performance and ensemble skills to literacy and character skills. 

‘All children will experience a well-balanced and comprehensive curriculum that enhances informed, intellectual, developmental and moral character. As a result, this will improve 

life chances, inter-personal relationships, social mobility and preparedness for employment.  Our curriculum will encourage everyone to have a positive impact on society.’ 

Implementation: How will your scheme of learning for this year group deliver your Intent? – Demonstrate this by filling in the table for each year group. 

Topic Enquiry/ Topic / Unit:  Outcomes:  Character 

Education:  

Assessment:  Vocabulary:  Home-Learning:  

1 Performance OR Tech 

Skills 

 

To be able to perform a 

piece of music to a small 

audience OR to remix a 

piece of music using 

GarageBand. 

 

To use effective rehearsal 

techniques to prepare 

performances/compositions 

RESILIENCE  

CONFIDENCE  

HONESTY 

REFLECTIVENESS 

Ongoing assessment of rehearsals. 

 

Week 4: Final assessment of performance 

based on PLC descriptors. 

 

Performance: Rhythm, 

Tempo, 

Instrumentation, Pitch, 

Dynamics, Ensemble 

Tech: Pan, Reverb, 

Echo, Quantise, Tempo, 

Rhythm, Dynamics  

HW: Optional - Any 

additional practice. 

3 Review To be able to analyse a live 

performance of music using 

music terminology 

EMPATHY 

HONESTY 

REFLECTIVENESS 

CURIOSITY 

Formative feedback throughout weeks 1 

and 2. 

Week 3: Assessment of final piece based 

on PLC descriptors. 

Dynamics, Stage 

Presence, Tempo, 

Lighting, 

Instrumentation, 

Audience Participation, 

A Cappella, Acoustic 

HW: Final Review 

paragraph in workbooks 

4 Music Hero Research To be able to research 

someone who works in the 

music industry 

CURIOSITY 

REFLECTIVENESS 

HONESTY 

Formative feedback throughout weeks 4 

and 5. 

Dynamics, Stage 

Presence, Tempo, 

Lighting, 

HW: Final write up of 

research. 
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CONFIDENCE Week 6: Assessment of final piece based 

on PLC descriptors. 

Instrumentation, 

Audience Participation, 

A Cappella, Acoustic 

Impact:  

Although not all year 9 students will officially complete the Arts Award, it gives students who are not taking it at GCSE to gain a Performing Arts qualification. This curriculum 

plan combines all skills from years 7 and 8: independent learning, performance skills, music analysis, researching, key musical elements and teaching others and develops 

them.  As students are on rotation, this also allows us to focus on a variety of skills over the course of a half term. The Arts Award qualification also links very nicely to the 

BTEC music course that we also run. 

 


