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Three students from Haygrove School have 
been chosen to be part of the Bridgwater Town 
Youth Forum which is a forum for 
young people to tell councillors their 
views and opinions on a range of 
local, regional and national concerns 
and determine projects for future 
funding.  

It was wonderful to see many of the Class of 2019 back in 
school for their GCSE Awards Evening. The year group’s 
Head of Year Miss Mitchell and Headteacher Mr Reid 
welcomed the returning students and their families before 
guest speaker and ex-Haygrove student Megan Beech 
spoke eloquently about the highs and lows of her personal 
journey to becoming a respected performance poet who has 
graced the stage of the Royal Albert Hall and the O2 
Academy.  

Two teams of student leaders have been appointed at Haygrove School whose role is to work 
with staff on school issues and act as role models and mentors for younger students. The 
Prefect Team is made up of Year 11 students and Head Boy, Bradley Croucher and Head Girl, 
Freya Haslett. Bradley and Freya are supported by Deputies Callum Giles and Charlotte 
Anderson. The Junior Leadership Team are made up of Year 10 students.   
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Express  
 

 

Students from across the school joined together 
to put on a wonderful evening of dance this term. 
The audience got to enjoy performances from 
GCSE Dance students, a preview from the 
upcoming School Production, Dance solos and 
the Haygrove Dance Club. Some students had 
never performed in front of an audience before 
but they did incredibly well and a thoroughly 
enjoyable night was had by all who attended.  

This term Year 
10 BTEC Music 
students 
organised a 
music concert 
as part of their 
GCSE 
coursework. 
The theme of 
the night was 
‘Music at the  

Movies’ and all proceeds went to the 
National Rheumatoid Arthritis Society. The 
students did a fantastic job organising their 
first event and they put on a wonderful 
performance.  

Amelia Cadmore and Phoebe Howes, were selected as 
finalists of the prestigious Brunner Cup competition, an 
award presented by Taunton’s Richard Huish College to 
student’s from local schools for creative writing. Four 
further Haygrove students were also commended by the 
judges for the high standard of their writing, including 
Josh Hurford who received a Highly Commended 
certificate. The 2019 Brunner creative writing 
competition challenged pupils to write an imaginative, 
original short story, dramatic monologue, play 

script or poem, on the highly topical theme ‘climate’.  

Yourself 



Haygrove 

Goes Gl   bal  

The Kenyan Choir 
This term, all students from year 7 - year 10, and many staff, spent 
an afternoon watching the Kenyan Choir perform a fantastic display 
of singing and dancing! In preparation for the Kenyan Choir visit, year 
8 and 9 students were challenged to bring in one item for a washbag 
or pencil case, which were gifted to the students in the Kenyan Choir 
after their performance. The Kenyan Choir are from the Jolauabi 
School in Kenya and are part of Educate The Kids, a charity which 
aims to transform the lives of young people in Kenya through 

education. 
Members of 
the choir 
were 
buddied up 
to students 
in year 8 
throughout 
the day.  

Chinese Students get 

Creative  

Our visiting 

Chinese 

students 

spent a lesson 

with Miss 

Jones, our 

Textiles 

teacher. The 

students 

learned to Needle Felt Marino Wool which involved them stabbing 

wool into foam to agitate the fibres to bond with each other. They 

created a portrait of their peer and made their Needle Felted 

Portrait into a badge. At the end of the lesson they gave their 

Needle Felted Portrait to the person they had observed and 

created. The students thoroughly enjoyed their lesson and they 

made some great pieces of art.   
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Year 7 Team Building Days  
Each of our Year 7 tutor groups have spent 
quality time together away from the classroom 
so they can get to know their tutor and to help 
them build friendships with each other. During 
October and November all Year 7 students 
have spent a day taking part in team-building 
activities, some went off to Ranscombe in the 
Quantock Hills and others to Knowle Hall near 
Puriton.  

Sports Leaders Excel at Multi-Skills Sports Festival   
Haygrove welcomed Year 2 pupils from four of our local primary schools 
today for a Multi-Skills Sports 
Festival. The sun was shining on 
the youngsters as they were divided 
into groups and, led by Haygrove's 
very able Year 9 Sports Leaders, 
got involved in all sorts of sports 
activities to help them develop their 
hand/eye co-ordination, listening 
skills and team spirit.  

A group of Haygrove SEND students attended 
the Step into Sport event at Westfield Academy. 
The day was designed to develop leadership 
skills, communication and organisational skills of 
young people with SEND to improve confidence 
moving into KS4. The students built new 
relationships, could reflect on their own 
performances and develop interests in 
volunteering in sport or working with disabled young people in sport.  

Cycle Speedway Success for Harvey 
Year 7 student Harvey, is following in his father’s footsteps by embracing 
the exciting sport of Cycle Speedway and showing signs that he has a real 
talent for it! Like his Dad, Harvey started taking part in cycle speedway 
from a young age – Harvey is 11 years old, his dad was 12 - and is now a 
regular at the Exeter Aces Cycle Speedway Club. In his first season on the 
bike, and after competing in a few initial races, Harvey was awarded 
3rd place in the U16 Rose Bowl Series of the South and South Wales Re-
gional League and presented with his first cycle speedway trophy.  



Over 50 students celebrated, with family and friends, 
achieving their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze or Silver 
Awards at our annual  presentation evening held on 
November 21

st
. The evening was hosted by our 

Outdoor Education Coordinator, Mrs Clark, and local 
Headteacher of Stogursey C of E Primary School, Mr 
Gary Tucker, was the guest speaker. Mrs Clark 
reminded the assembled youngsters of some of the 
challenges they had faced over the past months 
whilst completing all three sections of their Award: 
learning a new skill, volunteering and taking part in a 
weekend trek that included camping overnight 
on Exmoor.  Mrs Marjory Rigby, wife of Bob 
Rigby who started the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
programme at Haygrove School was 
unfortunately unable to attend this year, but 

enjoys regular 
updates on the 
progress of the 
Award at the school 
and the activities that 
the young achievers 
are involved with.   

“It was a privilege to be 
invited to attend and speak at 
this wonderful event. I am 
hugely impressed by what the 
students have 
accomplished and would like 
to encourage them all to carry 
on challenging themselves 
and thinking about how they 
can continue to make a 
positive contribution to their 
community” said Mr Tucker.   
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Honours Evening 

Tristan is a 15 year old Nordic/Cross-country skier and is a member of the Hyde Park Nordic Ski 
Club and previously of the Wessex Biathlon and Nordic Ski Club. Tristan is currently attempting 
to qualify for the Youth Olympic Games to be held in Lausanne, Switzerland in January 2020. He 
trains at various locations in Scotland, London and Windsor where, due to the lack of snow in 
the UK, Tristan and his team mates often roller-ski to train for cross-country events. In fact 
Tristan’s roller-ski skills 
are so good that he 
holds the title of U18 
Male British Roller-ski 
Champion 2019 after 
competing in the finals 
held at the Olympic 
Park in London back in 
September.  

Our trampolining squad recently made the short 
journey to Taunton’s Wellsprings Sports Centre 
to compete in the South West Championships 
where they dominated the trophy and medal 
count by securing five championship golds, two 
silver and two bronze. All of the medal-winners 
will now go through to the Southern Zonals 
which take place in January 2020.  

Students from every year group 
were presented with trophies, 

certificates and a gift token  
as reward for their 

achievements at the annual  
Honours Evening which was 

held on Monday 15 July. 



 Haygrove students spent 4 days during the October 
half term in Iceland. The students visited some iconic 
tourist attractions, including the Seljalandsfoss and 
Skogafoss Waterfalls, Eldfell volcano, the Heimaey 
swimming pool, the Lava Centre, Reynishverfi black 
basalt beach, Solheimajokull Glacier, Frioheimar 
Tomato Greenhouse, a secret lagoon, Gullfoss 
Waterfall, Geysir Geothermal Area and many more. 
The staff and students even got to 
witness the Northern Lights! 

Countryside Outing 
Year 8 students were very lucky with the 
weather for their visit to Steart Marshes and 
Rodway Farm to help with their Geography 
lessons. Whilst at Steart Marshes, the students 
understood how a wetland prepares people and 
wildlife for the future climate change. During 
their visit to Rodway Farm the students saw first 
hand how a dairy farm works and got to interact 
with cows, new-born calves and 1 day old 

piglets.  

Earlier this year a group of Haygrove 
students, along with others from local 

primary schools, joined the 
Wimbleball Lake Buccaneers for 6 

weeks of fun every Saturday 
morning. The Buccaneers get to try 
out a wide range of land-based and 

water-based activities on and around 
the stunning Wimbleball Lake on 
Exmoor. Over the six weeks, the 

group took part in kayaking, climbing, 
archery, high-ropes, sailing and raft-

building, building their skills and 
confidence in themselves and each 

other at each session. 

Wimbleball Lake 



The view from the rear of the school buildings has changed quite a bit 
over the past  term. Since the summer holidays Caledonian Modular and 
their sub-contractors have been preparing the ground for our new school 
building which should be ready to move into in 2020.  

The majority of the new building is of a modular construction and has 
already been built at Caledonian's factory in Neward. Executive 
Headteacher Mrs Canham and Business Manager Mrs Lee have visited 
the premises and already stood in many of the classrooms and offices 
that will, over the coming months, be carefully transported on huge lorries 
to Bridgwater. The modular section will be three stories high with 
the top floor housing eight purpose-built science labs and a prep-
room. The new school will also contain a mirrored-wall activity 
studio, a drama studio and a dedicated dining hall. The main hall 
will house bleecher seating controlled by the press of a button. 
Haygrove students will no longer have to stay behind after 
assembly to stack the chairs away neatly!  
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The first QET conference 'Building 
Character, Shaping Futures' took place on 
24 October 2019 at the McMillan Theatre, 
Bridgwater. Two prestigious guest 
speakers, Mr Andy Wolfe (Deputy Chief 
Education Officer for the Church of 
England) and Professor Dame Alison 
Peacock who is a prominent 
educationalist, public speaker, writer and 
Chief Executive of the Chartered College of Teaching, inspired staff 
from the QET partner schools with their thoughts and experiences and 
students from all the schools took part in an opening performance 
demonstrating their talent and teamwork.  

First QET  
Conference a  
Huge Success 



 

Our Design and Technology team were delighted to 
take delivery of a brand new state-or-the-art laser 
cutter just before the end of the school term. The 
equipment will benefit students across the school and, 
with the development of the Quantock Education 
Trust (of which Haygrove is the founder school), those 
at other primary and secondary schools in the area as 
well.   

It was a pleasure to welcome Mr 
Colquhoun from local engineering 
firm, TMB Patterns to school this 
week. Mr Colquhoun was here to 
speak to, and be questioned by, our 
Year 10 BTEC Business Studies 
students as part of their exploration of 
different types of businesses in 
different industry sectors.  

BTEC Business Students warmly welcomed Malcolm Pyne 
from Pynes of Somerset into their lesson this week. They 
had many questions ready to ask him that would help 
expand their understanding of business and business 
within the catering and hospitality sector. It was great to 
hear about the running of Pynes of Somerset and what 
makes them Somerset's Award-Winning Master Butchers!   

Visit 
Our year 10 Food Safety Level 1 students 
visited Sainsbury's Supermarket in 
Bridgwater this week to underpin their 
classroom learning and studies, acting within 
the role of the Retail Food Safety Inspector (Environmental 
Health Practitioner - EHP). Once the students were suitably 
dressed in PPE, hats and hairnets to prevent physical contamination from hair contaminating 
food, they had a comprehensive tour of the entire Sainsbury site, starting at the beginning with 
the receipt of food into the store through to the point of serving to the customers in the cafe.  



 

 
 

On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th 
month 2019, Haygrove honoured the fallen by 
holding a remembrance service on the 
decking. All tutor groups were asked to write 
a message of remembrance on a wooden 
cross, which were kindly created by our DT 
department. These crosses were then laid by 
a nominated student from each tutor group 
during our rembrance service, whilst three 
year 10 students sang 'We'll meet again' by 
Vera Lynn. Haygrove then stood still for a 
two minute silence with year 9 student, 
Morgan, performing The Last Post.  
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Year 7 were each given a free reading book this week by 
Mrs Hodder-Williams, the school Librarian. The reading 
charity, Bookbuzz, offer each student the chance to select 
a book from a choice of 17 carefully selected titles as part 
of it's commitment to encouraging young people aged 11 - 
13 to love to read. The books are purchased by the school 
at a subsidised rate from Bookbuzz.  

"I chose my book because I 
like murder mysteries. You 
think something is going to 
happen, but there are always 
lots of twists and turns so 
there is always a surprise" 
said yr 7 Daisy.  

The Beast of Buckingham Palace by David Walliams was released on 
21st November 2019 and it is our book of the month. The story is set in 
2120 and London is in ruins. The young Prince Alfred has never known a 
life outside of Buckingham Palace - but when strange goings on breach 
its walls in the dead of night, he is thrust into a world of mystery, 
adventure and monsters.  

Book of the Month 



The above dates are all correct at time of printing.  
Please check on our website nearer the time. 

This document and full calendar is available on our website. 

DATES FOR YOUR 
DIARY 

Haygrove School 
Durleigh Road 
Bridgwater 
Somerset 
TA6 7HW 

Telephone: 
01278 455531 

Fax: 
01278 427972 

Web: 
www.haygroveschool.co.uk 

 

Student Absence: 
Send a text to 07624880276 
or leave a voicemail on 
08449842607 

 

JANUARY — APRIL 2020 

Fri 20 Dec……………………..…… Last Day of Term   ends 12.20 pm 

 

Mon 6 Jan.…………………………………………….First Day of Term 

Mon 13 Jan.………………………………………..Y9 Options Evening  

Mon 20 Jan.…………………………..…Y10 Mock Interviews Week  

Thurs 23 Jan……………………………………..…Y9 Parents Evening 

Thur 6 Feb.…………………………....…Y11 Core Revision Evening 

Tue 11—13 Feb…………………………..….……School Production 

Fri 14 Feb………………………………………………Last Day of Term  

Mon 24 Feb…………………………………………… First Day of Term 

Thur 8 Feb……………………………………….…Y8 Parents Evening 

Thur 5 Mar…………………………………....……Battle of the Bands 

Thur 12 Mar……………………………………………Y8 Parent Forum 

Thur 26 Mar…………………………………….…Y11 Parents Evening 

Fri 3 Apr………………………………………………...Last Day of Term 

Mon 20 Apr………………………………………...…..First Day of Term 

You can now follow us 
on Facebook and Twitter  

@Haygrove 

@haygrovemaths 

@haygrovebusines 

@haygroveRE 

@haygrovehistory 

@haygrovescience 

@haygrovefood 

@haygrovehistory 

@haygrovegeo 

@haygroveenglish 

@haygrovePE  

@haygroveyear7 

@haygroveyear11 

@haygrovemuso 

@haygroveoutdoor 
 

www.facebook.com
/haygroveschool 

Remember we don’t follow 
you back to respect your 
privacy. 

 

This term saw the second Haygrove Debating 
Society competition. The topics were ‘This house 
would Restrict Freedom of Speech’ and ‘This 
house Believes in Father Christmas’. In teams, 
students were told which side they would be 
arguing, regardless of their own personal beliefs, 
and had just 15 minutes to come up with 
convincing but concise arguments. 


