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Update
Dear Colleagues, Governors and Parents
Welcome Back!
The return to school in each of our trust schools has been smooth, and
purposeful. I want to welcome, in particular, all new children, students,
and staff who have just joined our schools. I hope that you will settle
quickly and thrive in the care of our Trust leaders, teachers, and support
staff. The normal school routines and environment look rather different,
because of the government guidelines which are helping us to ensure the
health, safety, and wellbeing of all our children, students and colleagues.
This has posed many questions and challenges for us, but we have all
worked together across the Trust to find effective solutions.

Acts of
Kindness from
Lockdown

I must praise the resilience and positivity of our young people and staff
shown in the first days of reintegration into school life and learning and I
want to thank you as parents and careers for your support for home
learning during the lockdown period. During the lockdown period there
was a huge display of kindness, compassion and generosity shown by our
children and young people. You hopefully saw the photographs in our
‘Acts of Kindness’ newsletters, some of which are on this page. You can
find the newsletters on the Quantock Education Trust website News.
I have personally felt uplifted by the experience of seeing the children and
students returning to school, look cheerful, smiley, and proud of their
school uniforms. I am particularly delighted to see that new children in our
reception and year 7 are looking happy and settled after just a few weeks
back! Covid-19 may have disrupted learning routines, but it has not
interrupted our work as a trust.
I am looking forward to working with all our Trust Schools this year to
develop further opportunities for our children and young people to flourish
in all aspects of their education, to enjoy their learning and achieve their
goals.
Yours faithfully

Mrs Karen Canham, CEO
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New School Premises for Haygrove on the Horizon
Haygrove School and the Department
for Education appointed contractor,
Caledonian Modular, are pleased to
report that the opening of the new
premises is now in sight.
The three-story building will become the
main premises of the school, housing
both teaching facilities and offices for
staff. The top floor will be home to eight
purpose built science teaching rooms.
The Science Department has recently benefited from the Hinkley Connection
Project Education Fund which will help to equip the new space with
additional resources.
English and Modern Foreign Language teaching will move into the eleven
bright and airy classrooms on the first floor; and on the ground floor, a new
reception area will welcome visitors and provide offices for leadership and
support staff. Changing rooms for students to use when getting ready for PE
lessons are part of the new facilities, alongside ample toilet facilities on each
floor. The building is 100% compliant with regulations regarding
access for people with a disability and has been designed to be
environmentally efficient.
A large dining hall and kitchen facilities will form part of the ground
floor, so, for the first time, students at Haygrove School will benefit
from a dedicated dining space. To the side of the main modular
structure, and built using traditional steel-frame building
techniques, is a new school hall which will have retractable
‘bleacher’ seating installed to enable performances to take place in
a ‘theatre-style’ setting, and an additional activity room that will be
home to a fitness suite furnished with a range of gym equipment.
Head teacher, Aaron Reid says, “The impact of the new building on
the day to day experience of our students cannot be
underestimated. The new classrooms are fantastic and so
spacious, and it will be wonderful for our school to have a separate,
dedicated dining facility as well as a brand new hall where we can
gather our students together for assembly. I am excited about the creative
opportunities that will arise with a new, purpose-built room for our dance and
drama lessons to take place. There can be little doubt that this fabulous new
building will transform the teaching and learning environment for our
students. We had hoped for the move to take place during the final two
weeks of the summer term, but the impact of the current pandemic, which
has often made procuring materials challenging, along with lots of very windy
weather means that a new timetable for moving is in the process of being
agreed by the Department for Education. Parents will be notified before the
end of the term when the move will be taking place.”

Mr A Reid

Barrie Newman, Caledonian Project Director stated ‘Caledonian are very
pleased to be undertaking this full turnkey scheme directly for the DfE to
provide new modern state of the art facilities for Haygrove School.’
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Welcome to all new staff who have
joined our staff this academic year

A message from our
Chair of Trustees
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Science
Teacher

Mr Acland,
Maths Teacher

Mr Long,
Communications
Assistant

Mr Curtis,
English Teacher

Mrs Rood,
Head of School

Miss Hurley

Miss Lee

Mrs Wilson
Miss Shortland

Miss Atwell

Mr Law,
Teaching
Assistant

Miss Capel

Miss Turner,
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Teacher

New Stogursey C of E Primary School
New Governors
Mr S Campbell, Foundation Governor
Mr C Moorsom, Foundation Governor
Mrs C Hawkes, Foundation Governor

Firstly, can I wish you a very warm welcome to
the new academic year – we are delighted to
again have the Trust’s schools filled with
children and staff!
By way of introduction, I joined the Quantock
Education Trust as a Trustee in 2018 and
became the Chair of Trustees in February this
year, a role that I am honoured to hold. I have
lived locally for most of my life and worked as a
teacher and later, a senior leader, for twenty
years, teaching young children first, then in
prisons and then most recently within a
College. I have been lucky enough to
experience education at many levels and in
many forms and so the opportunity to join the
Trust was a really exciting one for me.
Over the summer we have been developing
the Trust’s Vision and Strategic Aims, working
as a Board on how to best articulate what the
QET stands for, with a strategic plan that sits
behind it. T
he Vision we have agreed is: To enrich life
opportunities for all members of our Trust
community, working and learning together with
aspiration, ambition and care, in our schools
and wider society.
I feel that sums up, very succinctly, our shared
vision for the Trust and look forward to working
with Mrs Canham and the Trust’s community to
bring that to life. You will be aware that we are
a relatively ‘new’ Trust and always welcome
feedback on your experience of being part of
the Quantock Education Trust, to help us
continue to develop. Please do email me on
jashworth@quantockedtrust.co.uk if you have
any feedback. I look forward to seeing the
Trust’s children progress over the year and
hope to meet many of you over the coming
months.
Mrs Jenny Ashworth,
Chair of Trustees
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NEWS FROM OUR
SCHOOLS
Congratulations to the New House Captains

Pupils at Stogursey C of E Primary School have
voted for their new House Captains for the coming
school year. Each of the seven candidates gave
speeches during school assembly and every child
then submitted their vote via secret ballot. Captain
Oakley will represent Murray House and vowed to
bring courage to the role. He said, “It doesn’t matter
whether we win or lose as a House. We must show
people what we can do.”

Criddle Captain Abi declared that House events
needed to be more varied and include the arts and
music in addition to sports and promised to
encourage as many members of Criddle House to
get involved as possible.
Connie, who takes up the role of Farah House
Captain reassured her fellow house-mates that she
was a good listener and intended to represent her
house fairly – even if she personally did not always
agree with the majority!

A New Prefect Team for Haygrove School
Thirty-one students from Haygrove School’s
year 11 cohort have stepped up and taken on
leadership roles by becoming part of the
prestigious Prefect Team. Tasked with acting
as role models for younger students and
representing the school at key points through
the school year, being a school prefect is the
culmination of a student’s involvement in the
range of leadership opportunities offered by
the school. Many of the prefects were part of
the year 10 Junior Leadership Team and the
Student Senate and have volunteered as
leaders for sport, languages or fundraising.
Four exceptional prefects have the additional
responsibility of being Heads and Deputies for
the Prefect
Team. Amelia
Cadmore and
Josh Hurford are
Head Girl and
Boy respectively,
supported by
Deputies Amelia
Saleh and Felix
Faun. The four lead and support the team as
a whole and work alongside senior staff to
represent the school and provide student
input to school developments.

Fantastic Forest Day for All
On Friday 25th September, Tom Ridout from
You-Do Forest School lead a whole school Forest
School day at Spaxton C of E Primary School. The
children worked in groups and completed a
carousel of nine different activities, including
making wands, wooden snails and clay hedgehogs. The children had a
thoroughly enjoyable day with a boy in year 1 saying it was the best day ever!
It was great to see the children developing great teamwork skills and showing
resilience when they found some of the activities challenging. Forest School is
now going to become a regular feature at Spaxton, using our wonderful
outside space to its full potential.

Building character, shaping futures

