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Update
Dear Colleagues, Governors and Parents
As we approach together the end of our first term as a
Trust collaboration, it is time to reflect on and celebrate
our achievements.
Our recent first Trust conference was a great success and
a lovely opportunity for staff and governors across the
Trust to meet up and establish some links. I am delighted
to hear that many of these links have resulted in follow up
meetings. The messages from our speakers were very
clear in emphasising our commitment to the development
of character in our children and young people, so that
they are all able to succeed in their learning as happy,
confident individuals who feel safe and secure in their
school and are able to achieve physical and mental wellbeing.
The opening performance, which can be viewed at
https://www.quantockedtrust.co.uk/news-and-events,
was a lovely occasion for our youngsters to showcase
their talents for signing, dancing and drumming! It was
also a wonderful first opportunity for children of all ages
from across the Trust to learn and support each other.
Their enjoyment of the occasion was very clear!
We look forward to many more initiatives such as this one
and would welcome any ideas that you may have for
developing collaboration through subjects, themes, the
Arts, sport or recreational activities. We need to take
advantage of our close proximity to provide our children
with opportunities to learn new skills, discover talents,
socialise and have fun together.
One of our key aims as a Trust is to celebrate the talents,
achievements and progress of all our children, young
people and staff. Please visit our Trust website
(www.quantockedtrust.co.uk) for the latest news from
our school communities.

It is important that each school retains its own culture,
identity and ethos and that as Trustees and Local
Governors, we are working hard to celebrate all that
makes each school special, whilst also promoting
membership of our Trust family.
We are saying goodbye at the end of this term to four
members of staff from Spaxton School: Mrs Hamilton,
Mrs Barber, Mr Harrison and Mr Kelly. We wish them all
well for the future and thank them for their much
valued contribution to the education of children at
Spaxton School. They will be much missed.
On a personal note, I have really appreciated having
more opportunities to meet you all and thank you for
your support in helping us to establish links and joint
projects.
I wish you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas!
Yours faithfully

Mrs Karen Canham, CEO
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First QET Conference
a Huge Success!
The newly-formed Bridgwater-based Quantock Education
Trust has held its first conference on the theme of
‘Building Character, Shaping Futures’. Staff from the
Trust’s partner schools attended the event which was led
by two distinguished guest speakers from the education
sector. Andy Wolfe, Deputy Chief Education Officer for
the Church of England kicked off the conference by talking
inspiringly about the importance of developing positive
character in students and the role of school staff in
achieving this aim so that all young people are able to
flourish.
“I was delighted to be invited to speak at the Quantock
Education Trust’s inaugural conference and excited to
learn that the focus was ‘character education’. From a
Church of England perspective educating for character is
ultimately about educating for ‘life in all its in fullness’
and is most impactful when it seeks to develop and
celebrate the flourishing of individuals, communities,
families and societies. It is good to see that this ethos is at
the heart of this trust’s ambition,” said Mr Wolfe.
Mr Wolfe was followed by prominent educationalist,
public speaker, writer and Chief Executive of the
Chartered College of Teaching Professor Dame Alison
Peacock whose experiences as Headteacher of The
Wroxham School, a small primary school in Hertfordshire,
formed the basis of her highly engaging talk about how a
‘learning without limits’ approach to education that
focuses on an inclusive, creative approach to school
improvement impacted on specific students and on the
school as a whole as it’s previous ‘special measures’
status was reversed within ten months of her
appointment.
Dame Alison talked about individual students whose
talents where allowed to flourish under the Wroxham
School’s unique approach and also pointed out to the
audience how unique it was for a multi-academy trust to
be dedicated to embedding the delivery of character
education across its partner schools and how innovative it
was for a trust to demonstrate this commitment by
holding a whole-staff conference during its first few
months of operation.

One teacher from Spaxton C of E Primary School, which
is a partner school of the Quantock Education Trust
commented, “I was able to relate a lot to some of the
examples Alison gave and it made me feel very proud of
the school that I work at and very proud of the role I am
in. I am going to research some of the materials that
Alison suggested for further reading regarding learning
without limits so that I can strengthen my future
practice.”
Rev. Moll, who is a member of the Quantock Education
Trust Board said, “I thought this was an excellent
conference, very high quality and inspiring speakers. I
really hope their talks helped all staff remember why
they went into the profession and to be inspired to
continue to strive within it. Character was a superb
theme: it combines the strengths of church schools,
where ethos is explicitly inspected, and non-church
schools where the equally strong ethos is not always
able to be brought out into the light. A benefit of this
kind of subject is that participants aren't sent away with
something else to do, but rather we were made to think
about what more we could be, which, in a very busy
work environment feels manageable and inspiring.”
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The Quantock Education Trust was formerly established
in August 2019, after being founded initially in 2016 under the name ‘Haygrove Academy Trust’. The Trust’s
mission is to improve the life opportunities of all the
children and young people in its community and has at
its core the aim of driving cross-phase school improvement by prioritising achievement underpinned by the
development of personal qualities and attributes which
foster a love of learning and the growth of civic and
moral character from early childhood onwards.
Speaking after the conference, Quantock Education
Trust CEO Mrs Karen Canham commented, “Our commitment to embedding ‘character education’ in both
our curriculum and our extra-curricular programme is
what makes the Quantock Education Trust stand out
from other multi-academy trusts in the south-west region. I was thrilled to see our first conference come together and feel very excited by the positive reaction of
so many of our staff from all our schools to our mission
to develop valuable positive character traits in our students from pre-school age through to young adulthood.”

Students from both primary and secondary level worked
together in the lead-up to the conference and, on the
day, demonstrated their musical and dancing talents by
performing a version of ‘Giant’ by rap music star Rag n
Bone Man.
Head of Drama at Haygrove School, Miss Abbie-Louise
Hannaby said, “It was such a privilege to work crossphase in order to provide the opening performance of
our first Trust-wide conference. The older students
worked brilliantly with the younger ones, supporting
them and encouraging them all along and the younger
ones were hugely inspired by the hard work and talent
of the older ones; their collaboration was a joy to see. I
am hugely excited by the opportunities being part of the
Quantock Education Trust will bring for the partner
schools to collaborate on projects and enable staff and
our young people to work together and learn from each
other.”
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NEWS FROM OUR
SCHOOLS
The Alfoxton Class at Stogursey C of E Primary School
have been very busy this Autumn Term. "We have been
learning lots about the area we live. In geography we
have learned all about the Quantocks." Stogursey student
In art the students have been making print images of
Stogursey using stamps and ink and they have been
thinking about what Stogursey was like in the past. A
student said "it was black and white!".
The students also discovered the reason why certain
things are the way they are in the village, one student
said, "In the olden days the post-boxes were high up so
you didn't have to get off your horse to post your
letters."

Celebrating
Christmas!
Spaxton School have celebrated a very Creepy
Crawly Christmas with a whole school production
at the village hall. The children acted, sang and
danced their way through a fabulous performance
of a caterpillar who needed to replace the
Christmas star with the help of his creepy crawly
friends.
It was wonderful to see all of the children enjoying
this chance to perform and there were only a few
dry eyes in the audience after the final jive. Well
done to everyone involved.

Three students from Haygrove School have been chosen
to be part of the Bridgwater Town Youth Forum which is a
forum for young people to tell councillors their views and
opinions on a range of local, regional and national
concerns and determine projects for future funding.
Year 10 students, Imogen Sparks, Amelia Cadmore and
Kaylem Higgins were selected for the Youth Forum by
teacher and Director of International Studies, Mrs Kirsty
Collinge, because of their commitment as school Global
Goals Leaders who are tasked with raising awareness
amongst students of two key global goals: gender equality
and climate action.

Spaxton C of E Primary School have been very busy
celebrating their value 'Protect' and have kicked it all off
with a holistic afternoon looking at protection of
themselves, their friends, their community and the world.
The children have also brought produce for their
harvest service which has been donated to Bridgwater
food bank as they discuss protecting those who need
help.

Haygrove School held it’s annual Christmas Concert
in the school hall this year and parents, friends and
staff where treated to a medley of Christmas songs
performed by students from all year groups.
Traditional carols combined with classics such as
Step into Christmas and up-to-date festive tunes
including a brilliant festive remake of the Bon Jovi
classic ‘You give Santa a bad name’.

