HAYGROVE SCHOOL
Curriculum Overviews 2021-2022
Intent for the Year 7 Philosophy & Ethics Curriculum 2021-2022
By studying Philosophy & Ethics students will develop a deeper understanding of the aims values and purpose of philosophical enquiry. They will develop an understanding of the
ultimate questions that existence throws upon us; questions such as What is Philosophy? What is My Purpose? Do I Have A Purpose? Where Can We Find Meaning In Life? How Can I
Live My Life Well? Philosophical studies will help students to develop the awareness of different approaches to living and to become aware of the possibility that there may be
more than one ‘good’ way to live our lives. Investigating different methods of considering philosophical responses will foster the ability to reflect upon and draw meaning from
students’ personal responses to philosophical questions..

Implementation:
Curriculum adaptations as a result of the pandemic:
Key Skills have been prioritised with “What is Philosophy” a vehicle for delivering and developing key philosophical skills – philosophical method and understanding logic. With an
emphasis on skills, students’ engagement with knowledge-rich learning has been sporadic, especially amongst boys. We responded to this by examining the key knowledge
necessary to each unit and dropping out the ‘enrichment’ knowledge, much of which featured cultural capital. Stripping the AO1 ‘knowledge’ down to core basics enabled us to
get it across but assessment results show that this in fact came at the expense of AO2, showing understanding of what has been learned. We have used metacognitive techniques
to attempt to build resilience and self-regulation among all students.
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Pilgrimage – the idea that
people will travel to places that
are special to them.
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Restorative justice
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Forgiving ourselves.

7.

If required – the parable of the
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betrayal of Jesus and Jesus’
crucifixion.
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5.

Holy Week – Easter Sunday –
Jesus’ resurrection vanquishing
death and sin for all Christians.

6.

If required – Jesus’ character –
what kind of a person was he –
how do Christians learn from
Jesus’ example – could slot in
after lesson 1.
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issues.
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4.

Climate
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a
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processes at work?
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better for the future?
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7.

Christianity – recap of Jesus and
if time a look at how the Bible
developed.

Impact: The impact of ‘What is Philosophy’ will be seen in students developing a more curious outlook on life and in them developing a more philosophical
attitude towards their learning – asking better questions, providing better answers. The impact of ‘Special Places’ will be seen in students’ attitudes towards holy
buildings and towards other types of special places – perhaps even seeing school as a special place to be cared about and looked after. The impact of
‘Forgiveness’ will be seen in students being more forgiving of the little things which annoy and upset them, creating better relationships with the peers and with
staff and perhaps even being able to maturely approach the idea of forgiveness if and when something ‘big’ happens. The impact of ‘Holy Week’ will be seen in
students appreciating the concept of sacrifice, maybe even seeing a place for it in their own lives. The impact of learning about the ‘environment’ will be seen in
students taking better care of their own environment, at school and at home. The impact of learning about the ‘founders’ will be seen in students developing
characteristics of good leaders and taking on more responsibility in their lives.

Careers: during the Options process careers that the knowledge and skills of the GCSE are preparation for are discussed. Health and Social
Care, the Law, Police, Armed Forces, Charitable Work, Travel and Retail. During Social Justice careers in the Civil Service, Law, Police, and
Charitable work (paid and voluntary) are discussed.

