
 

 

If you don’t have any 
qualifications this is 
the place to start. 

Improve you basic 
knowledge.  It’s a good 
place to start if you are 
new to subject. 

Improving your subject 
knowledge. 

Progress to 
university/degree level 
qualifications or a good 
job with more detailed 
study. 

In-depth study will help 
you become a specialist 
in your area. 

More in-depth knowledge 
and an understanding of 
your subject means you’ll 
be able to find solutions 
and respond to complex 
problems and situations. 

Study your subject to a 
very high level and learn 
to use your own ideas 
and research.  You could 
progress to postgraduate 
course such as a 
Masters (MA, MSc). 

You don’t need any 
qualifications but you 
will need to show that 
you really want to 
learn. 

A minimum of some 
GCSEs, grade D-F and 
an enthusiasm to learn.  
In a small number of 
highly technical 
vocational areas, 
students have to start at 
Level 1 irrespective of 
their prior attainment. 

As well as knowledge or 
experience of your subject 
you’ll also need: a minimum 
of 4 GCSEs at grade D or 
above or a Level 1 course in 
the vocational area (for an 
Apprenticeship you may not 
need as many as this).  It is 
possible to start at this Level 
on a completely new subject 
to you – but this will depend 
on your GCSE grades.  

A minimum of five GCSE 
grades A*-C or a level 2 
course at merit or 
distinction.   

Level 3 qualifications – A 
levels, Extended Diploma, 
Access to Higher 
Education, NVQ 3 or 120 
UCAS points. 

Level 4 qualification. Level 5 qualification. 

Foundation Learning  Level 1 Diploma 
 NVQ level 1 
 Foundation 

Diploma 

 GCSEs 
 Apprenticeship 
 BTEC Diploma level 2 
 Diploma level 2 
 NVQ 2 

 Advanced 
Apprenticeship 

 BTEC Extended 
Diploma 

 Diploma level 3 
 NVQ 3 
 AS/A levels. 

 Foundation 
Degree year 1 
(Certificate of 
Education) 

 NVQ 4 
 Higher 

Apprenticeship 

 Foundation 
Degree year 2 (a 
university-level 
qualification 
worth the same 
as the first two 
years of an 
Honours Degree). 

 Higher 
Apprenticeship 

 Honours degree 
or a Top-up year 
after a 
Foundation 
Degree 

You’ll finish your 
course with new 
practical skills for work 
and independent living 
which can help you 
progress to the next 
level 

You’ll finish your course 
with new practical skills 
for work and daily life, 
work experience,   
personal development 
and an introduction to 
your subject. 

You’ll finish your course with 
a good general education, 
good work habits, problem-
solving skills, 
resourcefulness, subject 
knowledge and skills for 
lower-level jobs.  This is the 
minimum level that most 
employers will ask for when 
you go for a job. 

You’ll finish your course 
with good problem 
solving skills, and the 
ability to learn and work 
independently.  You’ll be 
able to manage work 
relationships and 
business knowledge.  
Most universities ask  for 
this level qualification 
and more and more 
employers look for 
applicants who are 
qualified to this level. 

You’ll finish your course 
with advanced problem-
solving skills, business 
knowledge, relationship 
management skills, 
leadership and project 
management skills. 

You’ll finish you course 
with a thorough 
knowledge of your 
subject, and have 
developed a high level of 
work expertise and 
competence in managing 
and training others. 

You’ll finish your course 
with specialist 
knowledge in your 
subject, ability to use 
your own ideas and 
research in response to 
complex problems and 
situations. 

 


