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Due to our continued commitment to 
embedding a rich and creative range of 
international work into our curriculum, 
Haygrove School has been reaccredited with 
the International School Award (ISA) 2018-
2021! 

Haygrove School has been linked with Yew 
Wah International Education Foundation in 
Shanghai, since 2007. We are fortunate to be 
able to connect with students and staff from 
four campuses in China, as they visit and stay 
at Knowle Hall in Bridgwater to learn about 
Western education and culture. Each group 
visits Haygrove for three weeks, and our 
purpose built International Friendship Centre 
forms a base from which the groups can 
explore teaching and learning in a Western 
environment. 

Director of International Studies, Mrs Collinge, 
attended an awards ceremony at the Houses 
of Parliament, joined by John Rolfe MBE from 
British Council. 

 "As a school we are very proud to have been 

reaccredited with the ISA. We are keen to 

expand our work with Global Goals and 

Knowle Hall, allowing more students from all 

year groups to be involved with the exciting 

opportunities these connections will continue 

to provide" - Mrs Collinge, Director of 

International Studies 

John Rolfe MBE from British Council and Mrs Collinge 

European Day of 

Languages 
Keen linguists and 

students with English 

as an additional 

language answered 

questions from their 

peers and taught them 

some key words and 

phrases from their own 

language. 

CONNECTING CULTURES:  

Linked Learning at Knowle Hall 

     (ft. 8S!) 



As part of their fundraising UK tour, on Friday 
12th October, the school witnessed a 
spectacular show by the 'Singing Children of 
Africa'! The Kenyan choir is part of Educate The 
Kids, a charity which aims to provide hope, 
encouragement and opportunity for children 
who 'need a little hand up'.  

Throughout the day, members of the choir took 
part in lessons and activities alongside 
Haygrove students. Here they made friends and 
learnt about each others cultures and got 
involved with various activities such as egg 
parachute building, spaghetti structures and 
music. The fun-filled day finished with a jaw 
dropping concert for students in Years 7 - 10, 
followed by a concert for the public on that 
same evening. Over the summer holidays, our Year 7 students 

were challenged to raise money and Year 8 
students spent lots of time preparing washbags 
for each of the choir members. This act was 
inspired by one young man who, when asked 
what he would like to bring back for his brother, 
answered simply ‘a toothbrush’. In previous 
years, the money raised from their tour built an 
orphanage which is situated beside the school. 
The children who live in the orphanage have all 
had a hard start in life and our money will help 
to provide them with the education they need to 
build a positive future. We extend our thanks to 
some of our Haygrove families, who kindly 
hosted some of the choir this year. 

raised for the  

Singing Children of Africa 
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Another well attended 
evening of fantastic 
festive shopping! A big 
thank you to all the stall 
holders that came and 
supported our annual 
Christmas Fayre as 
well as to the staff and 
students who 
organised/aided the 
event. All the money 
raised will be used to 
provide additional 
resources and 
equipment for the 
school.  

“We were once again amazed and 

surprised by the generosity of the two 

schools in the hamper collections.” 

Gareth Hughes (VPCC) 

“Thank-you all so much for another 

fabulous year. The range and quality of 

contents were just amazing!” 

Mr Handel  

Filled to the brim with generous 

donations from both Haygrove and 

Chilton Trinity, beautifully decorated 

Christmas hampers delivered to Victoria 

Park Community Centre and sorted with 

help from a group of Year 11 students. 

Winning hampers:       Overall winner: 

7S, 8T, 9M, 10J, 11J     11L 

 



@HaygrovePE 
SP    RT at HAYGROVE 

Y  E  A  R    9    S  P  O  R  T  S    L  E  A  D  E  R  S  

THANK-YOU FOR ALL YOUR HELP THIS YEAR!  

Another fantastic term 

for sport at Haygrove. 

We are consistently 

blown away by students’ 

display of skill and 

progress, both within the 

classroom and on the 

pitch. High levels of 

sportsmanship and 

professionalism are also 

highly commendable. 

Thank-you to everyone 

that has taken part in 

fixtures or has come 

along to support the 

Haygrove squads! The 

high reputation of 

Haygrove sport still 

stands and we could not 

be prouder of our 

student sports players. 



The talented trampolining squad from Haygrove 
took part in the 2018 South West Regional 
Schools Trampolining Championships held in 
Taunton and came away with lots of  trophies to 
add to the school cabinet! 

 

In the team events the Year 7/8 Girls Team took 1
st
 place in the Intermediate category and 2

nd
 place 

in the Novice event. In the next age group up (Year 9/10), the girls again took the 2
nd

 place spot and 
in the older Year 11 – 14 bracket the Haygrove ladies performed at such a high standard that they 
took home the 1

st
 place trophy in both the Novice and the Intermediate Category. 

As individuals, two of the girls’ squad excelled with Year 11 student, Hope winning first place overall 
in the Year 11 -14 Girls Intermediate event and Year 8 student, Tegan coming 3

rd
 in her age group’s 

Novice event. Hope was performing alongside stiff competition from students at South West school 
including Richard Huish College, Millfield School, Bridgwater and Taunton College, Gillingham School 
and Bodmin College. The school’s only male competitor, Leighton secured his place in the next 
competition by taking home the 1

st
 place trophy.  

Hope was also on the judging panel for the Novice and Inter events, which was her first introduction 
to taking on this responsibility.  
 
Organised by the British Schools Gymnastics Association, 
the event was held at the 
Wellsprings Leisure Centre in 
Taunton on the last Sunday in 
November. The qualifying 
teams from this competition 
will now travel to Eastleigh, 
Hampshire for the next round 
in the competition. 



On Thursday 11th October, the school hall was 
transformed into a dance studio for our first ever 
dance showcase. The celebration of dance 
showcased many talented students as they 
expressed themselves through a variety of different 
styles of dance, many of which were choreographed 
by the students themselves.  

 
There were so many amazing performances! The 
evening started off with a pre-recorded dance to 
'Shotgun' by George Ezra from Emily, Tegan and Abi 
in Year 8. Year 10 student Caitlyn performed an 
incredibly impressive contortion piece and Year 8 
students Freya and Molly wowed the audience with a 
moving dance to The Lion King's 'He Lives in You'.  

The cast of our upcoming production 'Back To The 
80s' also took to the stage, performing energetic 
dances they have recently learnt for 'Footloose' and 
'Kids in America'. It was clear that all students were 
passionate about putting on a fantastic event for all 
to enjoy. 

 
Drama Teacher, Miss Hannaby, said: "I would just 

like to take the opportunity to say thank you to all 

students and members of staff who have made our 

showcase evening possible. I am so proud of you 

all.  Fantastic evening, lots of talent displayed, I hope 

this is the beginnings of something special here at 

Haygrove!" 

As part of their BTEC Music course, Year 10 

students were tasked with organising their own 

music event. This included arranging the sound 

and lighting, stage management, fundraising, 

planning the line up as well as PR and marketing 

the event. Thank-you to everyone that attended 

and helped organise a brilliant night. 

The ‘Not So Big Gig’ 
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In preparation for the 
trip to watch 
Madagascar at The 
Bristol Hippodrome, a 
group of students were 
visited for a talk and 
workshop with Jo 
Parsons (King Julien 
and cast director 
for Madagascar The 
Musical). 
 

A group of male students completed the 
workshop and did the Drama department very 
proud! The students were engaged with the 
activities they were asked to complete. It was 
brilliant to watch a group of students in different 
year groups work successfully together through 
a passion and willingness to do well in drama. 
The group then completed a Q and A with Jo 
and asked relevant questions providing them 
with information about the show from a 
professional perspective. 

Head of Drama, Miss Joseph, said:  
“I was very pleased with how the students 
listened to Jo's experiences and expertise. 
They asked intelligent questions which 
demonstrated an enthusiasm and intrigue into 
other people’s pathway to success and the 
performing arts industry. We hope students 
were inspired by Jo and that this will 
encourage them to embrace opportunities and 
pursue futures that they are passionate about.” 

In December, a group of 

Year 7 students visited  

London to take part in a drama  

workshop at the famous Pineapple Dance 

Studios. This was hosted by the dance 

coaches for The Lion King, which was 

followed up by watching a performance of the 

show at the Lyceum Theatre. An amazing 

experience! 



A small group of female students from Haygrove 
visited Bridgwater and Taunton College as part 
of a "Challenge for Women" project, that aims to 
introduce girls to 
the construction and engineering industries. The 
six students were selected after applying for the 
project, which runs over three years. Joined by 

girls from other local schools, Year 9 students Aimee, Alexia, Maria, Eleanor, Amelia and 
Amandine enjoyed a day of engineering-based 
activities at BTC's new advanced engineering centre. 

Firstly, the students were tasked with creating 
Christmas trees using K'Nex which were judged on 
their structural integrity and creativity. The second 
task saw the girls practicing their soldering skills to 
wire up and create flashing Christmas tree 
decorations. The speed and precision of their work 
was extremely impressive! 

 
Lastly the girls visited the aerospace engineering 
workshop. Here they got the chance to sit in the two 

planes on site and learn about 
how the controls work for each. 
They then learnt about crumple 
zones as they created protective 
vessels to prevent an egg from 
breaking when dropped from 
height. The girls excelled at 
every task and really impressed 
with their levels of enthusiasm, 
confidence and commitment to 
succeed. 

CHALLENGE 

WOMEN  

The Autumn term marked another first for the school: the inaugural 
Haygrove Debating Society competition. 

The topics were ’Capital Punishment’ and ’Optimistic about the Future’. In 
teams, students were told which side they would be arguing, regardless of 
their own personal beliefs, and had just 15 minutes to come up with 
convincing but concise arguments. 

Eight out of the sixteen students were selected by the staff judges to 
represent Haygrove at the upcoming regional debating competition in 
January 2019. Congrats to Todd, Mofi, Heidi, Monica, Freya, Holly, Chloe 
and Spike. 

 
"It was incredibly impressive and inspiring to hear our 
young people talk with such passion. 
Their ability to defend ideas and 
react so respectfully and in great 
spirit towards the opposition was a 
fantastic example of professionalism 
and maturity that more people should 
embody."  
- Mayor of Bridgwater, Diogo Rodrigues 



Haygrove School is proud to be part of the 
Bookbuzz reading programme, where all 
students in Year 7 received a free book 
courtesy of the school library! Bookbuzz is a 
reading 
programme from 
BookTrust that 
aims to help 
schools inspire a 
love of reading in 
younger students. 

 
As a participating school, students were given 
the opportunity to read the first few pages of a 
book and then choose their favourite to take 
home and keep. The books were from a list of 
17 titles suitable for 11 to 13-year-olds which 
are all carefully selected by a panel of experts 
to ensure quality, suitability and to encourage 
reading for pleasure. The titles included Bus 
Stop Baby by Fleur Hitchcock, The Hidden 
Oracle by Rick Riordan and The Wolf Winder 
by Katherine Rundell.  
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We are so proud to share that Haygrove raised 
over £500 this year for Children In Need! 

As well as multiple raffles and competitions, a 
large crowd gathered on the school playing field 
in November to witness the annual Gunge the 
Teacher event! Four plucky teachers had 
volunteered, but it was Mrs Stitfall, Head of 
English, who was soaked with the biggest bucket 
of goo! 

During the day, students had been asked to vote 
for which of the brave members of staff they 
would most like to see gunged. Students donated 
a £1 to see their chosen teacher gunged.  

raised 

for £501.58  

"I chose Haunt: Dead Scared by 
Curtis Jobling because the blurb 

sounded very interesting. I was 
drawn in from the first page and I'm 

looking forward to reading more!"  
 

- Mallory, Year 7 

Haygrove always takes 
great pleasure in taking 
part in the prestigious 
Brunner Creative Writing 
competition, allowing our 
most talented young writers 
to pit their creative writing 
skills against other talented 
writers from across five 

local schools. The theme for this year was 
Armistice. We are absolutely delighted that out of 
our three finalists, Amy (Year 10) secured the 
Bruner Cup, winning the competition outright, with 
Amelia (Year 9) and Spike (Year 10) being 
commended for their creative and thought 
provoking pieces.  

Brunner Prize winner Amy said: “The evening was 
really good, I was surprised when they said my 
name but I was really pleased. I love doing 
creative writing in my English lessons with Mrs 
Stitfall, so I was excited when I found out  about 
the competition!” 



The above dates are all correct at time of printing.  

Please check on our website nearer the time. 

This document and full calendar is available on our website. 

DATES FOR YOUR 

DIARY 

Haygrove School 
Durleigh Road 
Bridgwater 
Somerset 
TA6 7HW 

Telephone: 01278 455531 

Fax: 01278 427972 

www.haygroveschool.co.uk 

 

Student Absence: 
Please contact the school by 

text on 07860 027964  

This number is for texting 
only. We no longer have a 
dedicated voicemail for 

absence.   

If you wish to leave a 
message please ring 01278 

JANUARY — APRIL 2019 

You can now follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter  

 
@Haygrove 
@haygrovemaths 
@haygrovebusines 
@haygroveRE  
@haygrovehistory 
@haygrovescience 
@haygrovefood 
@haygrovehistory 
@haygrovegeo 
@haygroveenglish 
@haygrovePE  
@haygroveyear7 
@haygroveyear11 
@haygrovemuso 
@haygroveoutdoor 
 
 

www.facebook.com/
haygroveschool 
 
 

Remember we don’t follow you 
back to respect your privacy. 
 

Fri 21 Dec……………………………………………… Last Day of Term 

Mon 7 Jan.…………………………………………….. First Day of Term 

Thur 17 Jan.………………………………………. Y11 Parents Evening  

Wed 23 Jan.……………………………… Y9 Options Parents Evening  

Wed 30 Jan…………………………………….……….Y7 Parent Forum 

Wed 6 Feb…………………………………………...Y8 Parents Evening 

12—15 Feb……………………….Back To The 80s School Production 

Fri 15 Feb……………………………………………….Last Day of Term  

Mon 25 Feb…………………………………………… First Day of Term 

Thur 7 Mar………………………………………...……..World Book Day 

Thur 14 Mar…………………………………….………Y8 Parent Forum 

Fri 5 April………………………………………………..Last Day of Term 

Tue 23 April…………………………………………….First Day of Term 

Activities: Alex and Maddie  

Sports: Rhys and Oscar 

 

 

Activities: Poppy and Annie 

Sports: Tom and Rob 

 

 

Activities; Ewan and Fran 

Sports: Tristain and Alicia 

 

Activities: Freya and Ella 

Sports: Liam and Heidi 


