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Intent for the Drama- Year 9 Curriculum 2021-2022 

 
All children will experience a well-balanced and comprehensive curriculum that enhances informed, intellectual, developmental and moral character. As a result,  this will improve 

life chances ,inter-personal relationships, social mobility and preparedness for employment.  Our curriculum will encourage everyone to have a positive impact on society. 
 

Drama’s vision is to shape successful learners, who enjoy the many aspects to drama and through this enjoyment make excellent progress and achieve their best. We aim for confident individuals, 
who thrive through shared responsibility and self-motivation to create engaging pieces of drama. Students that analyse and evaluate their own devising process and the work of professional theatre 
makers. Inquisitive young people who explore and question the roles and relationships between theatre, culture and politics. Through this questioning of self and the world around them and 
application and building of performance skills, we provide a safe environment for students to explore and build their character. This year allows students the opportunity to experience a wide range of 
skills and job roles within the drama/theatre/film/entertainment industry, their exploration includes the opportunity to develop a wide range of transferrable skills. 

 

Implementation:  
During their rotations where they experience 3 lessons a week for 6 weeks, Year 9 students experience an intense burst of drama experiences. Working together so often always for students to 

develop detail, thought provoking performances. Our topics are designed to be as inclusive as possible and aim to intrigue the year 9 learner about what the GCSE drama experience is like. After 
their year 7 and 8 experiences students are encouraged to take more ownership over all creative accepts of their performance, including lighting and a digital back drop. The work created is culturally 

relevant in terms of the content of their pieces and the style of performance they are guided to produce.  
 

Curriculum adaptations as a result of the pandemic:  
The drama teachers at Haygrove are very aware of the journey the students have had and as part of that journey the students haven’t had much exposure to practical lessons to the extent they may 

have had without the restrictions. The staff therefore have planned to build confidence around self-esteem, social skills and practical work. 
Rotation Enquiry/Topic/Unit Key Outcomes:  Character Education:  Assessment: Vocabulary:  Home-Learning:  

1 War and Conflict 
 
Students will 
combine a topic, 
style of theatre a 
practitioner to 
produce thought 
provoking work.  

In this SOW students closely 
study and practically explore 
the practitioners: Frantic 
Assembly. 
 
This physical theatre company 
allows students to develop 
skills previously learnt but now 
apply them with a professional 
performance group as 
inspiration. 
 
Students take risks and learn 
techniques such as, six points 
of contact, balance and 
support, learning to fly, walking 
on a wall and much more. 
 

It is important that students 
are exposed to 
contemporary performance 
companies. And the work 
of professionals they may 
study at college of 
university. 
 
Students must be 
encouraged to stretch their 
creative thinking by 
sometimes being asked to 
suspend what they 
understand theatre to look 
like or be. 
 
Students develop trust and 
relationships.

 Summative Assessment- 
Final performance during 
the least week of term.  
 
Verbal feedback- given 
throughout every lesson, 
during rehearsal and 
performance.  
 
Formative- Performances 
every lesson where 
students receive feedback 
from teacher/peer and self. 

 Physical 
Theatre 

 Round, by, 
through 

 Chair duets 
 Movement 

sequence 
 Negative space 

1.  Self-reflection- once assessment has 
been completed.  
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Whilst practically developing 
they are also to consider the 
topic of War and Conflict. This 
is looked at from a holistic 
perspective and students are 
given the choice what 
characters and stories they 
portray. 
 
Insight into GCSE Drama 

 Experience real 
practitioners and 
companies. 
Emulating what it will 
be like as part of a 
performance 
company.  

 Devise and perform a 
piece of theatre.  

 
Students are asked to 
consider the intentions of 
their pieces at a more 
depth level and therefore 
skills in empathy are 
developed further. 
 
Students develop 
responsibility, resilience, 
confidence and reflection.  
 

2 
Scripted  
 
Teechers or Our 
Day Out 

Students study a play a class, 
traditionally Blood Brothers. 
Context in practically explored 
and then skills in taking a play 
from page to stage are 
developed. 
 
Students work in groups to 
perform extracts of the play. 
They must memorise the lines, 
rehearse in and outside of 
lessons and then perform this 
to an invited audience in 
December of family and 
friends. This experience 
mirrors their C2 practical exam 
which will be completed in 
March of yr 11 to a visiting 
examiner. 

During this component 
students work with the 
same individuals for a 
longer period of time. 
Students must learn to 
trust and support each 
other. 

Summative Assessment- 
Final performance during 
the least week of term.  
 
Verbal feedback- given 
throughout every lesson, 
during rehearsal and 
performance.  
 
Formative- Performances 
every lesson where 
students receive feedback 
from teacher/peer and self. 

 Performance 
skills 

 Design 
elements 

 Artistic 
intentions 

 Playwright 
 Context 
 Character 
 Communication 

Extra Rehearsals mandatory either after 
school or during lunchtimes. 
 
Learning lines.  

3 
Epic Theatre 
 
Exploring 
Practitioners: 
Bertolt Brecht 

 Exploring more into 
GCSE Drama 

 Experience real 
practitioners and 
companies. 
Emulating what it will 
be like as part of a 

Using performance to get 
the audience to think about 
themselves. Reflecting on 
a performance that will 
evoke a change to make 
them more rounded 
people.  

Summative Assessment- 
Final performance during 
the least week of term.  
 
Verbal feedback- given 
throughout every lesson, 

 Placards 
 The message 
 Social 
 Political 
 Economical 
 Performance 

skills

1. Bring in a prop or piece of costume to 
aid the creative process of your 
assessment.  
2. Self-reflection- once assessment has 
been completed. 
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performance 
company.  

 Devise and perform a 
piece of theatre. 

during rehearsal and 
performance.  
 
Formative- Performances 
every lesson where 
students receive feedback 
from teacher/peer and self. 

 Design 
elements 

Impact:  

Students will have developed their drama skills further and have applied their skills whilst exploring practitioners. Students will have worked as GCSE students would 
be expected to work, e.g developing lighting and sound skills to enhance performances. 

 


