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Intent for the Year 8 Drama Curriculum 2021-2022 

 ‘All children will experience a well-balanced and comprehensive curriculum that enhances informed, intellectual, developmental and moral character. As a result, this will improve 
life chances, inter-personal relationships, social mobility and preparedness for employment.  Our curriculum will encourage everyone to have a positive impact on society.’ 

 
Drama’s vision is to shape successful learners, who enjoy the many aspects to drama and through this enjoyment make excellent progress and achieve their best. We aim for confident individuals, 
who thrive through shared responsibility and self-motivation to create engaging pieces of drama. Students that analyse and evaluate their own devising process and the work of professional theatre 
makers. Inquisitive young people who explore and question the roles and relationships between theatre, culture and politics. Through this questioning of self and the world around them and 
application and building of performance skills, we provide a safe environment for students to explore and build their character. This year allows students the opportunity to experience a wide range of 
skills and job roles within the drama/theatre/film/entertainment industry, their exploration includes the opportunity to develop a wide range of transferrable skills. 

Implementation:  
This scheme of work will develop our intent by providing a safe environment to continue to explore drama. Working in their tutor groups students will be able to build self-confidence and relationships. 

Students are nurtured and allowed to express themselves non-verbally before we ask for dialogue to be applied to their performances. The students work is kept on track via the Drama booklet, 
which will be used each lesson. Student will learn how to reflect on their work, gain feedback from peers and their teachers, complete home-learning tasks and track their personal development. Their 

practical and written experiences directly link with GCSE Drama. The experience is viewed as a two-year programme and the spiral curriculum is mirrored in their year 7 experience. Students are 
taken on a journey through drama and are encouraged to freely express and explore their creativity whilst developing themselves as young people. This will impact the wider community as students 

will relate to the topics explored.  
Curriculum adaptations as a result of the pandemic: 
The drama teachers at Haygrove are very aware of the journey the students have had and as part of that journey the students haven’t had much exposure to practical lessons to the extent they may 
have had without the restrictions. The staff therefore have planned to build confidence around self-esteem, social skills and practical work. 
Rotation Enquiry/Topic/U

nit 
Key Outcomes:  Character Education: Assessment: Vocabulary:  Home-Learning:  

1 Alice in 
Wonderland 
 
Students creativity 
and ability to take 
risks in their 
practical work in 
stretched through 
looking at abstract 
theatre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acceptance 

Students will perform extracts from 
the novel Alice in Wonderland. 
Students will be encouraged to reflect 
on the success of last year and 
encouraged to be less literal with their 
work and create symbolic pieces in 
the style of abstract theatre. 
 
Students will continue to develop an 
understanding and skill set in the style 
of Physical Theatre. 
 
Curriculum/GCSE links: 
English. Devising is a component 
within the GCSE course. 
 
Students will firstly experience 
workshop style lessons exposing 
them to various different story telling 
techniques, including puppetry and 
Epic Theatre. 
 

It is important to allow 
students to task risks in 
their performance work, 
to push creativity and 
develop complex 
performances. 
 
Students will work in a 
group where students 
must communicate and 
listen to each other. 
Students are to respect 
ideas and be open 
minded to different 
concepts. 
 
At this time in the 
school year and a 
young person’s 
development, 
differences are 
becoming more 

 Summative Assessment- 
Final performance during the 
least week of term.  
 
Verbal feedback- given 
throughout every lesson, 
during rehearsal and 
performance.  
 
Formative- Performances 
every lesson where students 
receive feedback from 
teacher/peer and self. 

 Mirroring 
 Moulding 
 Balance 
 Movement 

sequence  
 Equality 
 Diversity 
 Integrity 
 Non-verbal 

communication 
 Puppetry 

 
 

1. Annotation of part of the story. 
Students to explore their creativity but 
also learn how to justify their 
decisions in written form.  
 
2. Self-reflection- once assessment 
has been completed.  
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Through these practical explorations 
of skills students will also be exploring 
the them to acceptance, specifically 
looking at equality, diversity and …. 
 
Students then create a performance 
combing their knowledge in story 
telling and thoughts around 
acceptance. 
 
Curriculum/GCSE links: 
Whole school character education 
ethos, devising is a component within 
the GCSE course. 

apparent and wider 
acceptance and the 
platform to discuss 
these issues in a safe 
space is critical. 
 
We explore themes of 
diversity, integrity and 
equality. We are 
focussing on our 
attitudes towards 
others in our 
community. 

2 Stolen 
Generation 
 
During this term 
students begin to 
look at the ‘Stolen 
Generation’, a 
moment of time 
within Australia 
and Great Britain’s 
history. Students 
will build on skills 
in characterisation 
and performing 
believable 
characters. 

Students will learn about a historical 
event in Australia’s history in a 
practical way. The lessons take them 
from 1770 when Captain Hook first 
discovered Australia to the 1930s 
where aboriginal children were still 
living under government rule after 
being taken from their parents to be 
raised in a manner the government 
felt was more appropriate and correct. 
 
During this term, students learn about 
the historical context behind our story 
of focus which is ‘The Rabbit Proof 
Fence.’ And build on performance 
skills, including vocal delivery. 
 
Curriculum/GCSE links: 
Whole school character education 
ethos, English, History, Geography, 
devising is a component within the 
GCSE course. 
 

It is important that 
students experience 
the social power and 
responsibility theatre 
has within society – 
when working with true 
stories and situations 
students must be 
empathetic and 
respectful. 
 
 

Summative Assessment- 
Final performance during the 
least week of term.  
 
Verbal feedback- given 
throughout every lesson, 
during rehearsal and 
performance.  
 
Formative- Performances 
every lesson where students 
receive feedback from 
teacher/peer and self. 

 Accepting and not 
blocking 

 Understanding of 
improvising 

 Understanding of 
hot-seating 

 Understanding of 
thought tracking 

 Creation of character 
 Audience awareness 
 Positive contribution 

of performance 
 Intentions met 
 Applying practical 

techniques 
 Effective self 

evaluation 
 Effective peer 

evaluation 
 Knowledge of the 

topic 
 

1. Hot seating and monologue- 
Extended from in lesson. Students will 
create a monologue to be used in 
their assessment.  
 

2b Stolen 
Generation 
 
A practical 
exploration of the 
novel and film 
‘Rabbit Proof 
Fence.’ 

Students are given time and the skills 
to develop their re-enactments of 
parts of the story of ‘Rabbit Proof 
Fence’. This must be accurate and 
sensitive towards this historical event. 
 
Students are challenged to not only 
perform the characters they have 
learnt about but also include 

It is important that 
students experience 
the social power and 
responsibility theatre 
has within society – 
when working with true 
stories and situations 
students must be 

Summative Assessment- 
Final performance during the 
least week of term.  
 
Verbal feedback- given 
throughout every lesson, 
during rehearsal and 
performance.  
 

 Accepting and not 
blocking 

 Understanding of 
improvising 

 Understanding of 
hot-seating 

 Understanding of 
thought tracking 

 Creation of character

1. Creating a storyboard for final 
performance which is their 
assessment. Student must describe 
and justify their choices for their 
performance. 
 
2. Self-reflection- once assessment 
has been completed. 
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contextual information within their 
work. Combining several styles of 
performance; physical, naturalism and 
theatre in education.  
 
Curriculum/GCSE links: 
Whole school character education 
ethos, English, History, Geography, 
devising is a component within the 
GCSE course. 
 

empathetic and 
respectful.  
 
A focus on empathy 
and sensitivity 
becomes stronger as 
students consider and 
perform children of their 
own age.  

Formative- Performances 
every lesson where students 
receive feedback from 
teacher/peer and self. 

 Audience awareness 
 Positive contribution 

of performance 
 Intentions met 
 Applying practical 

techniques 
 Effective self 

evaluation 
 Effective peer 

evaluation 
Knowledge of the topic 

 

3a Greek Theatre 
 
Students gain 
historical 
theatrical 
knowledge. 

During this SOW students are taken 
back to where theatre began and 
learn and perform the technique of a 
Greek chorus. 
 
The work completed is focused 
around the Greek myth-Oedipus. 
 
Curriculum/GCSE links: 
History, devising and studying a script 
are components in the GCSE. 

This topic focusses on 
chorus work. Students 
build their skills on 
working in larger 
groups and listening to 
each other. Everyone 
must assume the role 
of the director at some 
point so they are also 
learning to develop 
leadership skills.  

Summative Assessment- 
Final performance during the 
least week of term.  
 
Verbal feedback- given 
throughout every lesson, 
during rehearsal and 
performance.  
 
Formative- Performances 
every lesson where students 
receive feedback from 
teacher/peer and self. 

 Repetition 
 Unison 
 Ripple 
 Canon 
 Echo 
 Volume 

1. Annotation of the myth Oedipus. 
Students are to express their 
creativity in response to a stimulus.  
 
2. Self-reflection- once assessment 
has been completed. 
 

3b Theatre in 
Education  

Students will gain an understanding of 
the style of theatre – theatre in 
education. Students will learn how to 
deliver a piece of drama with a clear 
target audience in mind. E.g. year 6 
or year 7. Students are tasked with 
creating an engaging piece of theatre 
that will also accurately inform the 
audience about a Global Goal of their 
choice. 
 
Students are tasked with researching, 
developing, devising, structuring, 
directing, rehearsing and performing 
their pieces of TIE. 
 
Classes will work towards a whole 
year performance show case titled 
‘Global Goals at Haygrove’. 
 
Curriculum/GCSE links: 

It is important for 
students to experience 
a bit of industry and TIE 
is most likely the type 
of performance they will 
work in first if they 
pursue acting. 
 
Through the nature of 
the SOW the students 
will experience and 
consider all key 
character traits.  
 
Students will develop 
independence as they 
work on projects that 
differ from group to 
group.  
 

Summative Assessment- 
Final performance during the 
least week of term.  
 
Verbal feedback- given 
throughout every lesson, 
during rehearsal and 
performance.  
 
Formative- Performances 
every lesson where students 
receive feedback from 
teacher/peer and self. 

 Target Audience 
 Theatre in Education 
 Reflection 
 Touring company 
 Marketing 
 Research 

1. Research- Research into the 
chosen topic. The research will be 
used in each performance.  
 
2. Self-reflection- once assessment 
has been completed. 
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Global goals, devising is a component 
in GCSE. 

Global Goals- Exploring 
a topic related to the 17 
global goals.  

Impact:  
At the end of the second year of studying drama, students will be provided with the opportunity to see how relevant, interesting, powerful and important drama is to the development of them as young 
people. Students will have been taken on a journey were their confidence is nurtured, confidence is developed, and creativity stretched. Students will then be encouraged to talk and think about the 
society we live in their role in it. Students will then go back in time to gain some historical context about drama and finish with the opportunity to apply all their skills in a sharing and celebration of 
creative and relevant work. 
 
Students will learn performance skills and vocabulary that are mirrored in the GCSE, alongside subject specific terminology students will also develop important skills such as working as team, time 
management, resilience, respect and self-confidence.  Students will have developed their drama skills from year 7 and build upon CE from it being introduced previously. All students are encouraged 
to take risks within their practical work. Students will have studied a wider variety of topics that begin to introduce practitioners that are explored during the GCSE course. The written work completed 
mirrors some of the skills required at GCSE. 

 

 


