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Intent for the Year 8 Music Curriculum 2021-2022 

Students in year 8 will be given the opportunity to work independently and in groups on a variety of different musical tasks such as composing, performing and 

appraising. This will require resilience, confidence, honesty and reflectiveness. Regardless of whether students decide to take music past KS3, this is imperative for 

our student’s futures in order to develop these character skills and ability to work both independently and in a team both in class and through extra-curricular 

involvement. All of these topics will develop an understanding of music from a range of cultures and backgrounds and inspire students creativity and curiosity. 

 

 ‘All children will experience a well-balanced and comprehensive curriculum that enhances informed, intellectual, developmental and moral character. As a result, this will improve 

life chances, interpersonal relationships, social mobility and preparedness for employment.  Our curriculum will encourage everyone to have a positive impact on society.’ 

Implementation: Demonstrated in the table below. 

Students will be working on a 10 week rotation between the Creative Arts (Music, Drama, Art, DT). This means most students will get at least 3 x 10 week rotations of each 

subject throughout the year. We will be working on SoW that fits roughly around a 5 or 10 week timetable to allow for all students to experience all content. 

Curriculum adaptations as a result of the pandemic: 

Students missed a large amount of practical time during their year 7 curriculum due to online learning. At the end of year 7, we changed our curriculum to allow 

these students the opportunity to learn the basics of guitar, bass and keyboard and then specialise on their favourite instrument for the final half term. This has 

helped upskill students ready for year 8 but work will be needed to boost this further. Listening and appraising skills are strong due to much more work being 

completed on this aspect during year 7.  

Weeks Enquiry/Topic/Uni

t: What is going to 

be taught? 

Key Outcomes: What will 

students have achieved 

by completing this 

scheme of learning? 

Character Education: How 

does this topic link to a 

sense of Self, Others and the 

World, in terms of Character 

Education? 

Assessment: Will there be 

formative and/or summative 

testing? What role will 

interleaving play? How will 

this be marked? 

Vocabulary: What are 

the key words for this 

topic/unit that students 

must know? 

Home-Learning: What 

homework will be set 

and why (e.g. 

consolidate/extend)? 

How will this be marked? 

10 Weeks Genres of Music To use musical elements, 

characteristics and history to 

describe a range of genres of 

music. 

Honesty 

Reflection 

Compassion 

Curiosity 

Mini Google Form listening tests on 

each genre for homework. Answers 

for these quizzes will be used to 

inform PLC Appraising marking. 

 

Musical elements (dynamics, 

tempo, pitch, rhythm, 

structure, texture, melody) 

Genres of Music 

Google Form listening task at 

the end of each genre 

(fortnightly). 
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To be able to perform music 

from these genres either on live 

instruments or music 

technology. 

Skills trackers used for performance/ 

Music Technology that students can 

have access to throughout. 

10 Weeks H Grades and Musical 

Comparisons 

To learn graded pieces of music 

to develop performance skills. 

To be able to use musical 

notation/tab to perform pieces of 

music or create music using 

music technology. 

To be able to listen to music and 

use musical elements to 

compare and describe musical 

styles. 

Creativity 

Resilience 

Confidence 

Reflective 

Regular recording of performances 

and marking against skills trackers 

which students will have access to 

throughout. Move through pieces of 

graded music. 

Comparison assessment around 

Dec. 10th to fit with the whole school  

Musical elements (dynamics, 

tempo, pitch, rhythm, 

structure, texture, melody) 

Musical Notation, Tab, 

Fluency, Accuracy, 

Technique, Expression 

Self-reflection forms. (Weekly) 

10 weeks 4 Chord Composing To understand how traditional 

pop songs are created. 

To be able to use Primary 

Chords to create a piece of Pop 

Music. 

To be able to work in a group to 

create a pop song. 

Reflective 

Resilient 

Compassionate 

Creative 

Final recording/performance of their 

composition which will be marked 

together in class using skills 

trackers. 

Musical elements (dynamics, 

tempo, pitch, rhythm, 

structure, texture, melody) 

Primary Chords, Bassline, 

Composition, Ensemble 

Lyric writing and practice with 

their group. 

Final Rotation 

- Not all 

students will 

receive this 

rotation 

Topic 6 - Skill 

development project. 

To be able to develop a skill that 

has been learned this year. That 

might be performance skills, 

composing skills or appraising 

skills. 

Responsible 

Resilient 

Creative 

Students will be assessed using the 

skills tracker from their chosen 

project. 

All vocab from previous topics 

will be relevant here. 

 

Impact: 

This curriculum will allow students the opportunity to experience a range of genres, cultures and styles of music through performance, listening and composing. All 

of these skills will develop character in many ways helping them to become rounded individuals. In year 9, students will continue developing these skills in a much 

more independent way. The three strands that are included in this curriculum are the main strands of music learning; listening, performing and composing. If 

possible, having an external songwriter attend for topic 3 would have a positive impact on students seeing other careers available to them within the music 

industry in terms of composition and music production. 
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