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Intent for the Year 7- Drama Curriculum 2021-2022 
 

All children will experience a well-balanced and comprehensive curriculum that enhances informed, intellectual, developmental and moral character. As a result, this will improve life chances ,inter-
personal relationships, social mobility and preparedness for employment.  Our curriculum will encourage everyone to have a positive impact on society. 

 
Drama’s vision is to shape successful learners, who enjoy the many aspects to drama and through this enjoyment make excellent progress and achieve their best. We aim for confident individuals, who thrive through 
shared responsibility and self-motivation to create engaging pieces of drama. Students that analyse and evaluate their own devising process and the work of professional theatre makers. Inquisitive young people who 
explore and question the roles and relationships between theatre, culture and politics. Through this questioning of self and the world around them and application and building of performance skills, we provide a safe 
environment for students to explore and build their character. This year allows students the opportunity to experience a wide range of skills and job roles within the drama/theatre/film/entertainment industry, their 
exploration includes the opportunity to develop a wide range of transferrable skills. 

 
Implementation:  

 
This scheme of work will develop our intent by providing a safe environment to explore drama for potentially the first time. Working in their tutor groups students will be able to build self-confidence and relationships. 

Students are nurtured and allowed to express themselves non-verbally before we ask for dialogue to be applied to their performances. The students work is kept on track via the Drama booklet, which will be used each 
lesson. Student will learn how to reflect on their work, gain feedback from peers and their teachers, complete home-learning tasks and track their personal development. Their practical and written experiences directly link 

with GCSE Drama. The experience is viewed as a two-year programme and the spiral curriculum is mirrored in their year 8 experience. Students are taken on a journey through drama and are encouraged to freely 
express and explore their creativity whilst developing themselves as young people. This will impact the wider community as students will relate to the topics explored.  

 
Curriculum adaptations as a result of the pandemic:  

Rotation Enquiry/Topic/Unit:  Key Outcomes:? Character Education:  Assessment:  Vocabulary:  Home-Learning:  
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1 Character Defining 
 
 
Introduction to Drama at 
Haygrove through an 
explicit teaching of 
character education 
values. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anti-Bullying 
 
Working from a variety 
of stimuli students 
explore 4 types of 
bullying; verbal, 
physical, social and 
cyber. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acceptance 
 

To produce a performance that 
demonstrates an understanding of at 
least 3 of the character values we 
would like demonstrated at Haygrove. 
 
Using physical theatre techniques to 
communicate a variety of the 
following: kindness, bullying, inner 
strength, aspiration and 
determination, failing, reflecting, 
succeeding. 
 
Curriculum/GCSE links: 
Whole school character development 
ethos. 
 
Students will have prepared and 
rehearsed a piece of physical theatre. 
Building on knowledge of the style from 
term 1. Their topic is Anti-Bullying. 
 
The performance will have 4 scenes 
covering the different types of bullying 
and each scene will be performed to 
music.  
 
Curriculum/GCSE links: 
Citizenship, devising is a component 
within the GCSE course. 
 
Students will firstly experience 
workshop style lessons exposing 
them to various different story 
telling techniques, including 
puppetry and Epic Theatre. 
 
Through these practical 
explorations of skills students will 
also be exploring the them to 
acceptance, specifically looking at 
equality, diversity and …. 
 
Students then create a 
performance combing their 
knowledge in story telling and 
thoughts around acceptance. 
 
Curriculum/GCSE links: 

It is important clear expectations for drama are 
set out to all students when experiencing a 
subject, they may not have in primary. 
Students learn to be respectful performers and 
audience members. 
 
This topic explicitly teaches Character 
Education and acts as an introduction to CE at 
Haygrove. 
 
Students practically explore a different area of 
CE each lesson, e.g  Resilience, Courtesy, 
purpose, integrity. 
 
 
 
It is important students are provided with an 
opportunity to work in a safe environment 
during this stage of their year 7 journey, the 
students are settling in and differences 
between each other may start to be noticed.  
 
Students will develop skills in empathy, self-
reflection, confidence, responsibility, honesty 
and courtesy. 
 
This relatable and relevant topic enables 
students to produce sensitive and thoughtful 
work. 
 
At this time in the school year and a 
young person’s development, differences 
are becoming more apparent and wider 
acceptance and the platform to discuss 
these issues in a safe space is critical. 
 
We explore themes of diversity, integrity 
and equality. We are focussing on our 
attitudes towards others in our 
community. 

Summative Assessment- 
Final performance during 
the last week of term.  
 
Verbal feedback- given 
throughout every lesson, 
during rehearsal and 
performance.  
 
Formative- Performances 
every lesson where 
students receive feedback 
from teacher/peer and 
self.  
 

 Body language 
 Freeze Frames 
 Balance/Supports 
 Tableaux 
 Mirroring 
 Reflection 
 Performance skills 
 Physical Theatre 
 Movement 

sequence 
 Moulding 
 Empathy 
 Mime 
 Facial Expression 
 Gesture 
 Equality 
 Diversity 
 Integrity 
 Non-verbal 

communication 
 Puppetry 

1. Acts of Kindness Bingo Card- 
How many AOK can you 
complete in one week? 
Solidify all topics explored in 
class. 
 

2. Definitions of key terms/ 
wordsearch 

 
3. Self Evaluation- Students to 

reflect on the first term in 
drama. Students recognising 
skills, techniques and 
contributions.  
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Whole school character education 
ethos, devising is a component 
within the GCSE course. 
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2 Harry Potter 
 
Design Elements 
Industry 

     4.  
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3 Style of Theatre 
 
Commedia 
Dell'Arte 
Melodrama Soap 
Opera 

     5.  

Contingency Plan for Classroom Based Learning 

 Homelessness 
 
During this term 
students begin to look at 
Homelessness within 
our society, whilst 
building skills in 
characterisation and 
performing believable 
characters. 

Students create a piece of Drama that 
tells the story of a Homeless person. 
Students are encouraged to 
remember lots of people are affected 
by homelessness all over the world.  
 
Students learn various techniques 
including flashback, hot seating, cross 
cutting and writing a monologue to 
prepare themselves for next terms 
devising task.  
 
Curriculum/GCSE links: 
Citizenship, global goals, devising is a 
component within the GCSE course. 
 

It is important that students experience the 
social power and responsibility theatre has 
within society – when working with true stories 
and situations students must be empathetic 
and respectful. 
 
Creating work that raises awareness of an 
issue means students develop responsibility, 
respect, empathy, confidence, honesty, 
courtesy and reflective skills.  

Summative Assessment- 
Final performance during 
the least week of term. 
 
Verbal feedback- given 
throughout every lesson, 
during rehearsal and 
performance.  
 
Formative- Performances 
every lesson where 
students receive feedback 
from teacher/peer and 
self.   

 Stimulus 
 Flashback 
 Flash forward 
 Hot seating 
 Monologue 
 Levels 
 Plus all key words 

learnt to this point 

1. Hot seating- write 10 questions 
and then respond to them using 
the technique hot seating.  
 
2. Write a monologue based on 
the outcome of the hot seating 
exercise. This piece of writing is 
used in the performance next 
term. 
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2b        

        

2b Theatre In Education Students will gain an understanding of 
the style of theatre – theatre in 
education. Students will learn how to 
deliver a piece of drama with a clear 
target audience in mind. E.g. year 6 or 
year 7. Students are tasked with 
creating an engaging piece of theatre 
that will also accurately inform the 
audience about a character trait of 
their choice. 
 
Classes will work towards a whole 
year performance show case titled 
‘Character Education at Haygrove’. 
 
Curriculum/GCSE links: 
Whole school Character Education 
ethos. Devising is a component at 
GCSE. 
 

It is important for students to experience a bit 
of industry and TIE is most likely the type of 
performance they will work in first if they 
pursue acting. 
 
Through the nature of the SOW the students 
will experience and consider all key character 
traits.  
 
Students will develop independence as they 
work on projects that differ from group to 
group.  

Summative Assessment- 
Final performance during 
the least week of term.  
 
Verbal feedback- given 
throughout every lesson, 
during rehearsal and 
performance.  
 
Formative- Performances 
every lesson where 
students receive feedback 
from teacher/peer and 
self. 

 Theatre in 
education 

 Target audience 
 Research 
 

1. Complete some research into 
the relevant issue provided by the 
teacher. This will directly link to 
Character Education.  
 
2. Self Evaluation- Students to 
reflect on the first term in drama. 
Students recognising skills, 
techniques and contributions. 
 

Impact:  
Students will be provided with the opportunity to see how relevant, interesting, powerful and important drama is to the development of them as young people. Students will have been taken on a journey were their 
confidence is nurtured, boundaries and a safe environment is established, students will then be encouraged to talk and think about those who are less fortunate to themselves and how we could and should react to that 
crisis. Students will then go back in time to gain some historical context about drama and finish with the opportunity to apply all their skills in a sharing and celebration of creative and relevant work. 
 

Students will learn performance skills and vocabulary that are mirrored in the GCSE, alongside subject specific terminology students will also develop important skills such as working as team, time management, 
resilience, respect and self-confidence.   

 


