
                              HAYGROVE SCHOOL  

Curriculum Overviews 2021-2022 

    
Intent for the Year 8 Philosophy & Ethics Curriculum 2021-2022 

‘All children will experience a well-balanced and comprehensive curriculum that enhances informed, intellectual, developmental and moral character. As a result, this will improve 

life chances, inter-personal relationships, social mobility and preparedness for employment.  Our curriculum will encourage everyone to have a positive impact on society.’ 

 

By studying Philosophy & Ethics students will develop a deeper understanding of the aims values and purpose of philosophical enquiry. They will develop a deeper understanding 

of the ultimate questions that our existence throws upon us and the ability to frame questions of philosophical intent for themselves; questions such as, How Can I Decide What is 

Right and Wrong? How Can I Respond to Unjust Situations? Why is Commitment so Important? through the study of different Philosophical ideas, including the philosophy of religion.  

Ethical studies will help students to develop the awareness of decision-making processes so that they become reflective rather than reactive decision makers aware of the 

possibility that there may be more than one appropriate answer to any given situation. 

Implementation: This is delivered in an hour lesson once a week in tutor groups throughout the whole year 

Curriculum adaptations as a result of the pandemic:  

Key Skills have been prioritised with “What is Ethics” a vehicle for delivering and developing key ethical skills – decision making and understanding logic. With an emphasis on skills, 

students’ engagement with knowledge-rich learning has been sporadic, especially amongst boys. We responded to this by examining the key knowledge necessary to each unit 

and dropping out the ‘enrichment’ knowledge, much of which featured cultural capital. Stripping the AO1 ‘knowledge’ down to core basics enabled us to get it across but 

assessment results show that this in fact came at the expense of AO2, showing understanding of what has been learned. We have used metacognitive techniques to attempt to 

build resilience and self-regulation among all students.  

Term Enquiry/Topic/Unit: 

What is going to be 

taught? 

Key Outcomes: What will 

students have achieved 

by completing this 

scheme of learning? 

Character Education: How 

does this topic link to a 

sense of Self, Others and the 

World, in terms of Character 

Education? 

Assessment: Will there be 

formative and/or summative 

testing? What role will 

interleaving play? How will 

this be marked? 

Vocabulary: What are 

the key words for this 

topic/unit that students 

must know? 

Home-Learning: What 

homework will be set 

and why (e.g. 

consolidate/extend)? 

How will this be marked? 

1a What is Ethics?  Understanding of ethics as 

a way to make good 

decisions. Use of moral 

dilemmas to enable 

progress in thinking. 

Evaluation of the different 

Students will reflect upon 

their own decision-making 

skills as well as being 

respectful of the decision-

making skills of others. They 

will develop their ability to 

compassionately respond to 

Within the Department we 

feature THREE Assessment 

Objectives, based on the 

GCSE criteria. These are 

sequential in that AO2 

cannot be achieved without 

AO1, and AO3 cannot be 

attained without AOs 1&2; 

and they are: 

Ethics 

Morality 

Dilemma 

Decision 

Utilitarianism 

Thought Experiment 

HW is an integral and 

important element of our 

curriculum provision. It is 

set on a fortnightly basis, 

or as appropriate to the 

needs of learning within 

the Unit. It is planned to 
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ways people make 

decisions. 

difficult ethical dilemmas 

and to treat others honestly 

and with respect. They will 

learn about making 

responsible decisions and 

also about how to be 

resilient in the face of a 

decision which they might 

disagree with. 

 

AO1 KNOWLEDGE which is 

assessed by the student’s 

ability to RECALL key 

information, beliefs, 

vocabulary etc.; 

AO2 UNDERSTANDING which 

is assessed by a student’s 

ability to EXPLAIN what she 

KNOWS and 

AO3 EVALUATION which is 

assessed through a student’s 

ability to dispassionately 

examine a range of opinions 

that may differ from their 

own. 

 

 

supplement and support 

learning just achieved, to 

support development of 

skills taught in lessons, or 

to introduce topics for 

future learning. Quizzes 

may be set online to 

offer retrieval and 

interleaving, intended to 

be relevant to prior 

learning and focused on 

evaluation/ analysis. 

Written homeworks 

submitted in class are, 

when possible in one 

hour a week, peer 

assessed initially, teacher 

assessed after. 

1b Why are the 5 Pillars 

Important to Muslims? 

Understanding of religious 

commitment. 

Evaluation of the 

importance of the 5 Pillars. 

Students will reflect upon 

their own sense of 

commitment and 

responsibility, after 

respectfully learning about 

how Muslims show 

commitment to their 

religious beliefs. 

 

These AOs are formally 

assessed in the bi-annual 

Assessment Windows in 

December and June.  

 

Shahdah 

Salah 

Zakat 

Sawm 

Hajj 

Commitment 

 

2a How Can We Respond 

to Injustice? 

Understanding of injustices 

in the world today and 

Students will develop their 

ability to show compassion 

Verbal feedback most 

prominent.   Elements of 

Justice 

Injustice 

Fair 

Unfair 
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how we as individuals and 

communities can respond 

to these injustices. 

Evaluation of the 

character and impact of 

the following: Marcus 

Rashford, Greta Thunberg, 

the Black Lives Matter 

movement. 

for others through case 

studies of injustices in the 

world. They will show 

curiosity in investigating 

which types of responses to 

injustices are more 

successful. They will be 

honest and respectful in their 

understanding of the 

different injustices found in 

the world. 

interleaving.  2 formal 

assessments (Dec, June). HWs 

set and self/peer assessed. 

Poverty 

Climate Change 

Racism 

2b Do Animals Have 

Rights? 

Understanding of the 

different ways humans use 

and treat animals, both 

domesticated and wild. 

Evaluation of reasons for 

and against animal 

testing. 

Students will reflect upon the 

relationships between 

humans and animals, 

showing compassion when 

learning about animal 

testing and neglect. They will 

develop a sense of 

responsibility for the animals 

in their care and will learn to 

be resilient in the face of 

some difficult-to-watch case 

studies. 

Assessment 1 : takes place 

within the December window 

and assesses AOs 1, 2 & 3 in 

the context of What are 

Ethics? Why Are the 5 Pillars 

Important to Muslims? 

Rights 

Responsibilities 

Cruelty 

Abuse 

Activist 

Pressure Group 

 

3a Why do People 

Commit Crime and 

How Should We Punish 

Them? 

Understanding of the 

different beliefs and 

traditions surrounding 

crime and punishment. 

Evaluation of different 

Students will engage with 

ideas surrounding honesty 

and responsibility during this 

topic. They will be curious 

about different punishments 

 Aims of punishment 

Vindication 

Reparation 

Retribution 

Reformation 

Deterrence 

Protection 

Forgiveness 
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opinions of Capital 

Punishment and the 

usefulness of Prison. 

throughout history and will 

practise compassion and 

understanding when 

studying real-life examples 

of criminal behaviour. They 

will reflect upon their own 

behaviours. 

Reconciliation 

Redemption 

3b Is Society Fair? Understanding of different 

concepts of prejudice and 

discrimination found in 

today’s world and how we 

should respond to these 

types of situations. 

Evaluation of a range of 

Christian and other 

religious & Philosophical 

responses to problems of 

prejudice and 

discrimination. 

Students will learn about 

prejudice and discrimination 

and in doing so will develop 

their ability to show 

compassion for the 

oppressed and to react to 

instances of prejudice and 

discrimination with 

confidence and respect. 

They will learn about being 

honest with themselves and 

how to be resilient in the 

face of prejudice and/or 

discrimination. They will 

understand the need to be 

supportive of those suffering 

from prejudice and/or 

discrimination. 

Assessment 2: takes place 

within the Summer window 

and assesses AOs 1, 2 & 3 in 

the context of Animal Rights, 

and Responses to Criminals 

and Crime (Forgiveness). 

Prejudice 

Discrimination 

Justice 

Injustice 

Equality 

Racism 

LGBTQ+ 

Sexism 

Ageism 

Alternative lifestyles 

 

Impact: The impact of ‘What is Ethics’ will be seen in students developing their ability to make mature, well thought out decisions about a variety of ethical and 

moral issues. The impact of learning about the ‘5 Pillars’ will be seen in students showing a developed sense of commitment to future endeavours. The impact of 

‘Responding to Injustice’ will be seen in students showing more compassion to those struggling with injustices in their lives. The impact of learning about ‘Animal 
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Rights’ will be seen in students showing more awareness of how animals and humans coexist on our planet. The impact of learning about ‘Criminals, Crime and 

Punishment’ will be seen in students developing their ability to take more responsibility for their own actions. The impact of ‘Is Society Fair’ will be seen in students 

developing a more respectful and understanding attitude towards others who may be different from themselves and also to develop more confidence in 

standing up for the rights of others in cases of injustice. 

Careers: during discussion of ethical issues that arise throughout the programme of study,  careers supported by a developed understanding 

of Philosophy and Ethics are introduced and discussed – these include careers choices within the  Health and Social Care sector, the Law, 

Police, Armed Forces, Charitable Work, Travel and Retail. During Social Justice careers in the Civil Service, Law, Police, and Charitable work 

(paid and voluntary). 

 


