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Intent for the Year 9 History Curriculum 2021-2022 

 ‘All children will experience a well-balanced and comprehensive curriculum that enhances informed, intellectual, developmental and moral character. As a result, this will 

improve life chances, inter-personal relationships, social mobility and preparedness for employment.  Our curriculum will encourage everyone to have a positive impact on 

society.’ 

In the History Department, students follow the National Curriculum (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-history-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-

england-history-programmes-of-study#key-stage-3)  to develop sequential and chronological, knowledge, understanding and recall skills.  Curiosity is promoted through enquiry-based learning and 

moral character is developed through their evaluation of the actions and motivations of various historical figures. Through their study of history, we want students to develop their own moral values and 

understand how those values and traditions have shaped the country they live in. Throughout Year 9, students develop a greater world view to analyse the complex and changing relationships between 

nations and developments/events of the 20th Century, while developing an understanding of the horrors of war and the problems it creates.  They investigate the reasons behind and the consequences 

for developing international relations and how these continue to shape the world today.  They analyse and evaluate the role key factors, such as war, technology, politics and media have on the 

development of societies.  Students further develop their skills in the analysis and evaluation of sources and interpretations and understand the importance of analysing the provenance of evidence.  

Intellectual character is developed as students take part in informed debates and develop confidence to express their opinions by substantiating arguments.  They will also carry out investigations into 

events happening around the world to complete a “Meanwhile elsewhere…” home learning challenge each term. 

Students develop skills in 4 key areas: 

1) To demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and characteristics of the period studied.  

2) To explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second-order historical concepts (cause, consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference, significance). 

3) To analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary to the period) to make substantiated judgements, in the context of historical events studied.  

4) To analyse, evaluate and make substantiated judgements about interpretations (including how and why interpretations may differ) in the context of historical events studied. 

 

Implementation: At KS3 students have 1 lesson a week of history and each ½ term they have an extra lesson of either History or Geography, this will change each term. 

Curriculum adaptations as a result of the pandemic:  

In response to the pandemic, we will continue to revisit and reteach basic skills, concepts and knowledge to ensure that students have a good understanding of timescale and the  

language we use to talk about time and to explore the different types of evidence used by historians. The sequencing of time will be revisited as students create and update 

timelines throughout the year.  More work will be done to ensure understanding of substantive concepts (e.g. ideology, social reform, facism, nationalism) which without adequate 

understanding could form a barrier to learning.  There will also be a greater emphasis on learning about how historians use evidence to construct interpretations of the past.  We 

will slow down the pace of lessons so that there is more time for reflection and to ensure students are given adequate time to ensure they are able to present work to a high 

standard and fully develop their ideas and reasoning.  As students haven’t had as much opportunity to get out and see the world as much in recent years, we aim to introduce 

them to a world beyond Bridgwater by using online museum tools and by setting a  homework task each term expand horizons to learn about developments elsewhere in the 

world.   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-history-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-history-programmes-of-study#key-stage-3
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-history-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-history-programmes-of-study#key-stage-3
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Term Enquiry/Topic/Unit: 

What is going to be 

taught? 

Key Outcomes: What will students have achieved by 

completing this scheme of learning? 

Character Education: How 

does this topic link to a 

sense of Self, Others and 

the World, in terms of 

Character Education? 

Assessment: 

Will there be 

formative 

and/or 

summative 

testing? What 

role will 

interleaving 

play? How 

will this be 

marked? 

Vocabulary

: What are 

the key 

words for 

this 

topic/unit 

that 

students 

must know? 

Home-Learning: What 

homework will be set 

and why (e.g. 

consolidate/extend)? 

How will this be marked? 

1 Why did Hobsbawm 

call the 20th Century 

“The Age of Extremes”?  

1 lesson 

 

(NC: challenges for 

Britain, Europe and the 

wider world 1901 to the 

present day) 

Students are introduced to some of the big events and 

developments of the 20th Century.  They will categorise 

these events and developments in order to form a 

hypothesis as to why there was so much change in this 

period of time and why Hobsbawm called it the age of 

extremes.  They will be introduced to some interpretations 

of the 20th Century from Hobsbawm’s book to introduce 

the idea of differing historical perspectives. 

AO1 and AO2 

Curiosity to find out more 

about something they 

know nothing about. 

Interleaving 

used in every 

lesson, in a 

variety of 

ways:  

quizzes, true/ 

false 

activities, 

multiple 

choice 

questions.   

 

3 summative 

assessments 

planned for 

progression in 

all 4 AOs: 

 

1) Did the 

war to 

end all 

wars 

cause 

another 

war?  

Students 

Enquiry 

sheets are 

given to 

students for 

each 

enquiry 

outlining 

key 

vocabulary 

for each 

enquiry. 

Students are asked to go 

away and find out 5 

things about something 

or someone they knew 

nothing about before. 

What were the 

Bolsheviks trying to 

achieve? 

 

(NC: at least one study 

of a significant society 

or issue in world history 

and its 

interconnections with 

other world 

developments) 

 

4 lessons 

 

 

Students analyse the situation in Russia at the start of the 

20th Century and why the events of WWI and the conduct 

of the Tsar led to a demand for change.  They then look at 

the principles of capitalism/ communism/ socialism.  

Students apply their learning of British history to investigate 

Russia’s problems in the 20th Century.  They identify 

similarities with Britain’s industrial revolution with Russia in 

the 20th Century and apply their learning on British values:  

democracy, law and freedom to evaluate the mistakes 

made by Tsar Nicholas II. This enquiry provides an 

opportunity to look at parallel histories and differing 

perspectives it also introduces new ideas (socialism and 

communism) and lays the foundations for understanding 

of international relations after WWII. AO1, AO2, AO3 and 

AO4.   

Careers: Students are asked to develop their oracy skills as 

they consider how to make convincing political speeches.  

Students demonstrate 

compassion as they 

investigate the struggles of 

the Russian people.  

Confidence is developed 

as students write and 

present speeches from the 

Bolshy Bolsheviks. 

Students will: 

 

Be curious to research 

and produce a 

biography of Lenin.  

 

 

Students will complete a 

task to analyse the Treaty 

of Brest Litovsk. 
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They reflect on careers in which they might need to use 

their oracy skills to convince others of their opinion.  

look 

investigat

e how 

and why 

interpret

ations 

differ. 

2) Did Hitler 

plan the 

Holocaus

t from the 

start?  

Students 

use a 

range of 

sources in 

context 

to 

evaluate 

different 

interpret

ations. 

3)  Who 

killed 

Kennedy

? 

Indepen

dent use 

of 

sources 

and 

interpret

ations to 

complet

e a final 

assessed 

project. 

Did WWI create a 

“land fit for heroes?” 

 

(NC: challenges for 

Britain, Europe and the 

wider world 1901 to the 

present day) 

 

3 lessons 

Students investigate the impact the war had on different 

groups in society.  They reflect on how attitudes, rights and 

privileges that we take for granted today were first 

introduced at this time and identify negative 

developments.  They conclude by considering why there 

wasn’t a revolution in Britain. 

AO1, AO2 and AO3. 

Students develop 

compassion and curiosity. 

Meanwhile elsewhere..  

Students expand their 

horizons to learn about 

the Easter Rising: 

https://drive.google.co

m/file/d/1gyapXjpAfeYZ

VTgCBrIjX1BAXVQs9yDd/

view 

 

Did the war to end all 

wars cause another 

one? 

 

(NC: challenges for 

Britain, Europe and the 

wider world 1901 to the 

present day) 

 

7 lessons 

 

***Assessment*** 

While developing sequential knowledge, students are 

challenged to understand these developments in their 

wider context to understand how and why the peace 

process failed after WWI and Hitler’s rise to power.  

Students develop an understanding of the importance of 

and threats to democracy. 

AO1 – Knowledge and understanding 

AO2 – Analysis and explanation of change and difference 

AO3 – Sources and A)4 interpretations. 

 

Careers: Students are introduced to the ideas of 

investment banking through their work on the Wall Street 

Crash 

Curiosity promoted and 

they develop knowledge 

to analyse political 

cartoons.   

Students will find out 

about the Wall Street 

Crash to understand the 

wider world context of 

the rise of the Nazis  

 How did the Allies win 

WWII?  

(NC: challenges for 

Britain, Europe and the 

wider world 1901 to the 

present day) 

 

2 lessons 

Students develop an overview of how the Allies won WWII 

and then choose an area which they are interested in 

finding out more about.  They will organise themselves to 

work collaboratively with other students, using Google 

Slides, to put together a presentation to be delivered as a 

starter activity over the following lessons 

AO1 and AO2. 

Students will demonstrate 

respect for those who 

fought in the war and 

curiosity to investigate one 

aspect of WWII.  They will 

need to be responsible  

and creative to put 

together their project and 

reflective afterwards. 

Students will use a 

Google Classroom to 

collaborate and 

produce a presentation 

on one aspect of WWII 

which they can either 

record and submit to be 

played to the class or 

they can present in class 

having submitted their 

Presentation through 

Google Slides. 

 Where can the study 

of History take you? 

(1 lesson) 

Teachers share examples of their own careers and those 

of others who have studied History.  New subjects they will 

be offered the opportunity to study when they leave 

school will be introduced (after liaising with the local 

college).  Students match up where the skills/ knowledge 

they develop in History can prepare them for these 

Students are encouraged 

to be curious in different 

routes available to them. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gyapXjpAfeYZVTgCBrIjX1BAXVQs9yDd/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gyapXjpAfeYZVTgCBrIjX1BAXVQs9yDd/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gyapXjpAfeYZVTgCBrIjX1BAXVQs9yDd/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gyapXjpAfeYZVTgCBrIjX1BAXVQs9yDd/view
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subjects and the sorts of future careers these subjects can 

open doors to. 

 “A time traveller’s 

guide to Christmas” 

2 lessons 

Students will create a “Time Travellers Guide to Christmas 

to explore the origins of this holiday from the pagan 

Roman winter solstice festival of Saturnalia through to the 

marking of Christmas in WWI and WWII.  

 

2 Was anti-Semitism new 

in the 20th Century? 

 

 

2 lessons 

Students use a range of sources to plot the development 

of anti-Semitism on a timeline from the massacre at 

Clifford’s Tower in York in the 12th Century to the 

publication of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion.  They 

create a timeline which they then use to identify reasons 

why anti-Semitism has developed across time.  This is a 

good opportunity to draw comparisons with modern day 

conspiracy theories and the role of the media. 

AO1 and AO2 – causes and similarities. 

AO3 sources. 

Moral and intellectual 

character developed as 

students explore the roots 

of anti-Semitism and 

develop an understanding 

of the importance of 

responsible and respectful 

use of the media 

 

 

Was the Holocaust 

planned from the start? 

 

(NC: challenges for 

Britain, Europe and the 

wider world 1901 to the 

present day) 

 

6 lessons 

***Assessment*** 

Students engage in a range of personal accounts and 

testimonies to uncover how the holocaust developed.  

They then use their contextual knowledge and a range of 

evidence to assess and evaluate different historians’ 

interpretations.  Finally they look at the responsibility 

historians have by looking at the attempts of radical 

revisionist historians to deny, trivialise or diminish the 

Holocaust.  Students study the conviction of David Irving in 

2000 and debate whether  Britain should follow the 

example of other European countries by making 

Holocaust denial illegal. 

AO1, AO2, AO3 and AO4. 

 

Careers: Students study the importance of museum staff 

and historians in accurately recording and 

commemorating the past. 

Using personal stories from 

holocaust survivors, 

students develop respect 

and compassion. 

They look at the 

responsibility to historians 

have to accurately record 

the past. 

Students complete a 

digital lesson on “The 

Secret Annex” with the 

Anne Frank House 

Museumhttps://www.an

nefrank.org/en/educati

on/product/29/digital-

lesson-the-secret-annex/ 

 

 

They use resources from 

the Auschwitz Memorial 

and Museum the time to 

be curious, 

compassionate and 

respectful in their further 

study of Auschwitz. 

http://lekcja.auschwitz.o

rg/en_1/ 

 

How were people 

controlled in 

totalitarian regimes? 

 

Students investigate the roles of terror, propaganda, 

education and economic policy to evaluate Disney’s 

Education for Death.  As they investigate and compare life 

under Nazi Germany and Stalin’s Soviet Union, students 

continue to explore the importance of those British values 

Students have to be 

responsible in their use of 

evidence to look for 

honesty. 

Meanwhile elsewhere … 

students find out about 

the Irish potato famine. 

http://lekcja.auschwitz.org/en_1/
http://lekcja.auschwitz.org/en_1/


                              HAYGROVE SCHOOL  

Curriculum Overviews 2021-2022 

    
(NC: challenges for 

Britain, Europe and the 

wider world 1901 to the 

present day) 

 

 

4 lessons 

of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, respect 

and tolerance.  They develop their skills in using 

contemporary sources (AO3) to analyse, and critically 

evaluate evidence, paying close attention to the 

provenance and purpose of the sources, skills we see as 

highly important in our modern world in which 

misinformation and disinformation prevailAO1, AO2 

 

What happened to 

Britain’s Empire? 

 

(NC: challenges for 

Britain, Europe and the 

wider world 1901 to the 

present day) 

 

4 lessons 

 

Students investigate how and why the Empire declined 

and find out about the experiences of the Windrush 

generation.   

 

They are introduced to the work and opinions of different 

historians to understand the current debate about 

decolonising history: 

https://www.historyextra.com/period/modern/decolonise

-history-curriculum-education-how-meghan-markle-

black-study/ 

 

AO1, 2 and 4 

 

 What is decolonisation?  

Students read about 

current debates and  

summarise their own 

opinions about 

decolonisation: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/

bitesize/articles/z7g66v4 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/

bitesize/articles/zk6992p 

 

 What caused the Cold 

War? 

 

(NC: at least one study 

of a significant society 

or issue in world history 

and its 

interconnections with 

other world 

developments and 

challenges for Britain, 

Europe and the wider 

world 1901 to the 

present day) 

 

(4 lessons) 

 

Students investigate the changing relationship between 

the Soviet Union and the West throughout the Twentieth 

Century.  While there is some overlap between KS3 and 

KS4 in this instance it is to ensure that all students, 

regardless as to whether they opt to take History at KS4, 

complete their study of History at KS3 with good 

knowledge and a clear understanding of the modern 

world and international relations.  As such they examine 

the development and limitations of the United Nations and 

debate the reasoning and morality behind the dropping 

of the Atomic bombs, exploring the long and short term 

consequences on international relations and conflict. 

 

AO1, 2 and 3 

 

 Students also develop confidence and intellectual 

character by engaging in challenging and informed 

debate.  Links made to careers in law and politics as they 

engage in these activities. 

 Students complete a 

wider learning activity on 

the Cold War using 

Seneca to learn about 

the early relations, 

development, Berlin 

crisis, arms and space 

race and Cuban missile 

crisis. 

https://www.historyextra.com/period/modern/decolonise-history-curriculum-education-how-meghan-markle-black-study/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/modern/decolonise-history-curriculum-education-how-meghan-markle-black-study/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/modern/decolonise-history-curriculum-education-how-meghan-markle-black-study/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z7g66v4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z7g66v4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zk6992p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zk6992p
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3 Who killed Kennedy? 

***Assessment*** 

 

(NC: at least one study 

of a significant society 

or issue in world history 

and its 

interconnections with 

other world 

developments) 

(6 lessons) 

For their final assessment, students engage in an enquiry to 

apply their skills in history to delve independently into this 

murder mystery.  They will develop an understanding of 

who Kennedy was and look at different sources to decide 

whether they think there was a conspiracy theory. They 

explore and summarise the arguments of different 

historians and finally use their portfolio of evidence, along 

with their contextual knowledge to explain which 

interpretation they find most convincing and why. 

AO1, 2, 3 and 4. 

 

Students  

They need to keep an 

open-minded curiosity.  As 

they find challenging and 

sometimes contradictory 

evidence they will 

demonstrate resilience 

and will need to be 

responsible in their 

independent approach to 

this enquiry. 

Students read and 

summarise historians 

accounts. 

How were civil rights 

fought for and won? 

 

(NC: at least one study 

of a significant society 

or issue in world history 

and its 

interconnections with 

other world 

developments and 

challenges for Britain, 

Europe and the wider 

world 1901 to the 

present day) 

 

 

(4 lessons) 

Students begin by investigating the Civil Rights Movement 

in America to then consider the impact it had on the fight 

for civil rights in Britain as they learn about the Bristol Bus 

Boycott, the Mangrove 9 and the New Cross Fire and its 

consequences.  They analyse the character of those who 

campaigned for racial justice and equality. 

AO1 and 2. 

Students show compassion 

and respect in their study 

of differing experiences 

and are taught the 

importance of an honest 

evaluation of our history. 

They analyse the 

character traits of those 

who stood up to make a 

difference. 

Meanwhile elsewhere… 

 

Students find out about 

the creation of the 

Jewish state of Israel 

 

https://drive.google.co

m/file/d/1YJ4IF8PUO2Q1

ftal5-

BKl1vM2HSvnc2G/view 

  

What is terrorism? 

 

(NC: challenges for 

Britain, Europe and the 

wider world 1901 to the 

present day) 

 

(4 lessons) 

 

 

Students will explore the concept of terrorism.  They will 

investigate 4 organisations: the IRA, the Animal Liberation 

Front, the Woman’s Social and Political Union and Al-

Qaeda to consider if their actions should be considered as 

terrorist attacks and which are terrorist groups.  They will 

use their work to write their own definition of terrorism.  

Students will then explore interpretations of Nelson 

Mandela to assess whether he was a terrorist or freedom 

fighter.  They will consider how the interpretations differ 

and why, before reaching their own conclusions.  They 

Students learn to respect 

the opinions of others, 

whilst also recognising the 

importance of being 

responsible in actions and 

speech to keep everyone 

safe. 

  Flipped learning task:  

students will complete 

some background 

reading to find out about 

apartheid.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YJ4IF8PUO2Q1ftal5-BKl1vM2HSvnc2G/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YJ4IF8PUO2Q1ftal5-BKl1vM2HSvnc2G/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YJ4IF8PUO2Q1ftal5-BKl1vM2HSvnc2G/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YJ4IF8PUO2Q1ftal5-BKl1vM2HSvnc2G/view
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finally look at the causes and consequences of 9/11 to 

consider how it has shaped the world that they live in. 

 

AO1, 2, 3 and 4. 

**If time** 

What developments 

shaped 20th Century 

history? 

 

 

Students complete their study of History at KS3 to develop 

their knowledge of a topic of their interest in the 20th 

Century and exploring the interrelationships between the 

topics they have studied with the development of their 

chosen topic. 

AO1 and 2. 

Students are curious in 

investigating an area of 

personal interest. 

   

Impact:  Through their work in Year 9 History, students will have developed an understanding of the key events and changes of the 20 th Century and investigated Britain’s role in 

the wider world and the legacy these relationships have left.  They will have explored different political systems and ideologies to develop an understanding of the complexity of 

international relations in the 20th Century.  They will explore the morality and clashes of interest in international decision making and developed an appreciation of British values.  

They will have a rich knowledge of events, people and organisations in Britain, Europe and the wider world.  Students will have used and evaluated a wide range of sources in their 

historical context and looked at how and why historians interpret and narrate the past in the way that they do.  They will have developed an understanding of the importance of 

questioning the provenance and purpose of information they use and developed confidence in reaching independent substantiated conclusions.  Students will have learnt about 

and reflected on many aspects of the world the live in today to identify challenges and issues that continue to need addressing.  

Students develop on understanding of how the transferable skills and knowledge developed in History equip them for future study and careers.   

 


