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Intent for the Year 11 GCSE Religious Studies (Philosophy & Ethics) Curriculum 2021-2022 

‘All children will experience a well-balanced and comprehensive curriculum that enhances informed, intellectual, developmental and moral character. As a result, this will improve 

life chances, inter-personal relationships, social mobility and preparedness for employment.  Our curriculum will encourage everyone to have a positive impact on society.’ 

 

In this year students are encouraged to reflect on their personal responses to some of the greater issues that face human societies throughout their existence. 

These issues may be highly localised, personal ones such as those posed by relationships and families or larger issues such as global conflict and terrorism. Their 

personal responses can be shaped by investigating and evaluating the range of philosophical responses offered by humanity’s two greatest belief systems – 

where greatest is used as a measure of size, not as a value judgement in any way. This offers students the opportunity to reflect and develop their own belief 

systems coherently upon some of the great issues that we all face in our existence, whether it be on an individual, familial, societal or global level. 

Implementation: As an option subject, this is taught in a mixed ability class with 3 x 1 hour lessons a week 

Curriculum adaptations as a result of the pandemic: As a result of the pandemic, curriculum content in Year 10 was reduced to Paper One, Key Knowledge of Beliefs and 

Practices within the two featured religions investigated, Christianity and Islam. This eventually reduced the content by one third. This content, the front half of Paper Two (Ethical 

Themes), will need to be delivered in Year 11. There will therefore be increased time pressure on delivering content than previously in Year 11, and this in a year when the results of 

the Y10 Summer HCSE clearly evidence the underdevelopment of the key assessment skills as well; thus there will also be the need to focus on inculcating and developing these 

skills in addition to the knowledge-rich curriculum delivery. 

Term Enquiry/Topic/Unit: Key Outcomes:  Character Education: Assessment:  Vocabulary:  Home-Learning: 

1a Relationships & Families Knowledge, 

Understanding & 

Evaluation of how Christian 

& Muslim beliefs & 

teachings impact on a 

believer’s life choices with 

regard to Relationships & 

Families 

Students explore their 

attitudes to personal 

Responsibility when 

considering the range of 

issues in this Unit. They Reflect 

with Curiosity on the same 

issues. 

Assessment at all levels 

focuses on the GCSE skills of 

the syllabus. These are: 

 

AO1 Knowledge. (25%) 

Students are expected to 

develop their knowledge of 

religious beliefs and practices. 

 

 Sexuality  

 Gender Choice  

 Marriage  

 Divorce  

 Remarriage 

 Adultery  

 Fornication 

Contraception 

 Nuclear family 

 Extended family 

Home learning tasks are 

set as appropriate to the 

progress of learning in 

terms of knowledge 

acquisition and skills 

development. Home 

learning tasks are set 

weekly. They may be 

initially peer or self 

assessed before being 

teacher assessed with 
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opportunities for 

comment. They are 

assessed against the 

three AOs. 

1b Religion & Life Knowledge, 

Understanding & 

Evaluation of how Christian 

& Muslim beliefs & 

teachings impact on a 

believer’s life choices with 

regard to Life Issues 

Students develop their 

Compassion when 

considering the range of 

situations that people can 

find themselves in in the 

topics covered within this 

Unit. They display 

Compassion when 

considering the situational 

ethics involved in the topics 

within the Unit and Reflect 

on their personal responses 

to the issues raised. 

AO2 Understanding. (25%) 

Students are expected to 

develop the ability to show 

their Understanding of Key 

Knowledge by explaining 

meanings and deploying 

appropriate examples, 

including apposite and 

appropriate quotations from 

Holy and Sacred Texts. 

 

 Origin 

 Creation  

 Big Bang  

 

 Value  

 Awe  

 Wonder 

 Mystery  

 Numinous  

 Environment 

 Abuse 

 Pollution 

 Climate 

 Abortion 

 Euthanasia 

 Assisted Suicide 

Home learning tasks may 

feature a task from: 

 Research to 

introduce a new 

topic for 

learning; 

 Research to 

enrich and 

deepen a topic 

already started; 

 Research to find 

current 

examples in 

global  media 

about topics 

under 

investigation – 

learning to 

Apply 

knowledge 

(AO2); 

 

2a Religion, Peace & 

Conflict 

Knowledge, 

Understanding & 

Students continue to show 

Curiosity when investigating 

AO3 Evaluation. (50%) 

Students are expected to 

 Peace,  

 Conflict,  

 Creative tasks 

intended to 
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Evaluation of the range of 

and variety within Christian 

& Muslim beliefs and 

teachings about Peace & 

Conflict 

the issues within this Unit. 

They develop Honesty when 

examining issues from more 

than one point of view and 

Respect when considering 

alternative opinions to their 

own. 

develop their ability to see 

that there is more than one 

side to an opinion. They are 

expected to be able to 

develop their ability to 

describe and explain a range 

of points of view without 

personally subscribing to that 

point of view. They develop 

the ability to draw a 

meaningful conclusion from a 

range of views and to support 

opinions with thoughtful 

reasons and examples, 

including religious teachings 

and quotations from Holy 

Scriptures and Sacred Texts. 

Verbal feedback prominent.    

 Protest, 

 Terrorism,  

 Nuclear War,  

 Weapons of 

Mass 

Destruction,  

 Chemical & 

Biological 

Warfare,  

 Conscientious 

Objector, 

Pacifist,  

 Just War 

 Holy War  

 Victim 

offer 

opportunities for 

students to 

explore spiritual 

responses to 

questions of 

meaning and 

purpose 

investigated. 

 Exam-style 

questions to 

assess the 

development of 

all 3 AOs. 

 

2b Religion, Human Rights 

& Social Justice 

Knowledge, 

Understanding & 

Evaluation of the range of 

and variety within Christian 

& Muslim beliefs and 

teachings about Human 

Rights & Social Justice 

Students develop Curiosity 

when investigating and 

Reflecting on the issues 

within this Unit. They show 

Compassion for the 

situations of others. 

Students’ progress is in all 3 

AOs is monitored and tracked 

through end-of-module 

assessments that are 

themselves past examination 

questions. 

 

 Human Rights  

 Social Justice  

 Prejudice  

 Discrimination  

 Freedom 

 Disability 

 Race  

 Wealth  

 Poverty 

 Exploitation 
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3a Exam preparation  Achieve commendable 

examination outcomes 

Resilient, Reflection In the December assessment 

window an HCSE paper is set 

based on a past Paper One 

and Two. As students have not 

yet completed the course, a 

full paper two cannot be set 

so a half of a Paper Two is set 

appropriate to the first two 

modules. A second  HCSE 

examination set based on 

both Papers One and Two is 

sat in the March assessment 

window once the course is 

completed, leading to GCSE 

examinations in May 

See above Revision via Satchel:One, 

Seneca, GCSE Pod, after 

school sessions; print 

resources provided 

Impact: In completing this scheme of learning students will develop their knowledge and understanding of the two major world faiths attitudes and approached 

towards some of the major issues most of us face or consider at some point in our lives. They will develop knowledge and understanding of how peoples’ actions 

are underpinned and based upon belief systems. They will gain knowledge and understanding of the contribution made by religion to societies throughout the 

UK, Europe and the World. They will develop their ability to see issues from more than their own individual point of view, and the ability to draw balanced, 

nuanced conclusions from all sides on a debate. The characteristics developed and skills learned bridge them into further study at post-16 and post-18 and equip 

them with essential interpersonal skills vital for effective personal growth and impactful in individual and corporate leadership. 

Careers: The units in Year 11 afford opportunities to link to specific careers in the Armed Forces, Charitable work, and Governmental and 

international organisations such as the Civil Service and The United Nations. These opportunities are discussed as appropriate in line with 

the curriculum content being delivered. 


