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Intent for the Year 10 GCSE Religious Studies (Philosoph6y & Ethics) Curriculum 2021-2022 

‘All children will experience a well-balanced and comprehensive curriculum that enhances informed, intellectual, developmental and moral character. As a result, this will improve 

life chances, inter-personal relationships, social mobility and preparedness for employment.  Our curriculum will encourage everyone to have a positive impact on society.’ 

 

Our intent is to encourage the development of a spirit of enquiry and body of knowledge that fosters the understanding of religion as a phenomenological and 

philosophical response to questions of meaning posed by existence. Students will build on skills developed in Key Stage Three to further develop skills of 

philosophical and ethical enquiry so that they may frame their own questions of meaning and pursue their own responses to these through investigating and 

evaluating the responses of other belief systems to those same or similar questions. In doing so they will develop a deeper understanding of the variety of beliefs 

found in our global cultures, as well of themselves and their place in our Cosmos. 

Implementation: As an option subject, this is taught in a mixed ability class with 3 x 1 hour lessons a week 

Curriculum adaptations as a result of the pandemic: As a result of the pandemic, curriculum content was reduced to Paper One, Key Knowledge of Beliefs and Practices 

within the two featured religions investigated, Christianity and Islam. This eventually reduced the content by one third. Over the course of the year with so much time out of school, 

the focus shifted to ‘delivering’ the key knowledge and less on the key skills of displaying understanding and offering evaluation. This skills gap was evidence clearly by the results of 

the Summer HCSE, which itself was three quarters of a past Paper One instead of a whole Paper One, due to the disrupted delivery of the curriculum knowledge this year. The 

‘missing’ units will be moved into Y11, placing more pressure there, with fingers and all else crossed for significantly less disruption in Yr 11, In’sh’Allah  

Term Enquiry/Topic/Unit: 

What is going to be 

taught? 

Key Outcomes: What will 

students have achieved 

by completing this 

scheme of learning? 

Character Education: How 

does this topic link to a 

sense of Self, Others and the 

World, in terms of Character 

Education? 

Assessment: Will there be 

formative and/or summative 

testing? What role will 

interleaving play? How will this 

be marked? 

Vocabulary: What 

are the key words for 

this topic/unit that 

students must know? 

Home-Learning: What 

homework will be set 

and why (e.g. 

consolidate/extend)? 

How will this be marked? 

1a/b Christian Beliefs & 

Teachings 

Knowledge, 

Understanding & 

Evaluation of the range of 

and variety within Christian 

beliefs and teachings 

Students are encouraged to 

develop and display 

Curiosity as to the origins 

growth and impact of the 

range of Christian belief 

upon human culture and 

philosophy. They are 

Assessment at all levels focuses on 

the GCSE skills of the syllabus. 

These are: 

 

AO1 Knowledge. (25%) Students 

are expected to develop their 

 Omnipotent 

 Benevolent 

 Just  

 Denominatio

n Incarnation  

 Resurrection  

 Salvation 

Home learning tasks are 

set as appropriate to the 

progress of learning in 

terms of knowledge 

acquisition and skills 

development. Home 

learning tasks are set 



                              HAYGROVE SCHOOL  

Curriculum Overviews 2021-2022 

    
encouraged to Reflect on 

their own personal responses 

to questions of identity and 

meaning answered therein. 

They are supported in 

developing Respect for the 

world views of others. 

knowledge of religious beliefs 

and practices. 

. 

 

 

 Atonement  

 Blasphemy  

 Crucifixion 

 Ascension 

weekly. They may be 

initially peer or self 

assessed before being 

teacher assessed with 

opportunities for 

comment. They are 

assessed against the 

three AOs. 

2a/b Christian Practices Knowledge, 

Understanding & 

Evaluation of how Christian 

beliefs & teachings impact 

on a believer’s life choices 

Students are expected and 

encouraged to develop 

Curiosity and Respect as 

they Reflect on the impact 

of beliefs upon believers’ 

lifestyles. 

AO2 Understanding. (25%) 

Students are expected to 

develop the ability to show their 

Understanding of Key Knowledge 

by explaining meanings and 

deploying appropriate examples, 

including apposite and 

appropriate quotations from Holy 

and Sacred Texts. 

 

 Worship  

 Prayer 

 Liturgy  

 Charismatic 

 Sacrament 

 Baptism 

 Holy 

 Communion 

 Pilgrimage  

 Festival 

 Food 

 Bank  

 Street  

 Pastor 

 Mission 

 Evangelism  

 Persecution 

 Poverty 

Home learning tasks 

may feature a task from: 

 Research to 

introduce a new 

topic for 

learning; 

 Research to 

enrich and 

deepen a topic 

already started; 

 Research to find 

current 

examples in 

global  media 

about topics 

under 

investigation – 

learning to 

Apply 
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knowledge 

(AO2); 

 

2b/3

a 

Muslim Beliefs & 

Teachings 

Knowledge, 

Understanding & 

Evaluation of the range of 

variety within Muslim 

beliefs and teachings 

Students are expected and 

encouraged to develop 

Curiosity and Respect as 

they Reflect on the impact 

of beliefs upon believers’ 

lifestyles. 

AO3 Evaluation. (50%) Students 

are expected to develop their 

ability to see that there is more 

than one side to an opinion. They 

are expected to be able to 

develop their ability to describe 

and explain a range of points of 

view without personally 

subscribing to that point of view. 

They develop the ability to draw 

a meaningful conclusion from a 

range of views and to support 

opinions with thoughtful reasons 

and examples, including religious 

teachings and quotations from 

Holy Scriptures and Sacred Texts. 

 

 Sunni  

 Shi’a  

 Predestinatio

n 

 Afterlife  

 Prophethood 

 Imamate 

 Creative tasks 

intended to offer 

opportunities for 

students to 

explore spiritual 

responses to 

questions of 

meaning and 

purpose 

investigated. 

 Exam-style 

questions to 

assess the 

development of 

all 3 AOs. 

 

3a/b Muslim Practices Knowledge, 

Understanding & 

Evaluation of how Muslim 

beliefs & teachings impact 

on a believer’s life choices 

Students are encouraged to 

develop and display 

Curiosity as to the origins 

growth and impact of the 

range of Christian belief 

upon human culture and 

philosophy. They are 

encouraged to Reflect on 

Students’ progress is in all 3 AOs is 

monitored and tracked through 

end-of-module assessments that 

are themselves past examination 

questions. 

In addition to the Past Exam 

Question end-of-Unit 

assessments, Students sit two 

 Shahadah  

 Salat 

 Zakat  

 Sawm  

 Hajj  

 Ramadan 

 Jihad  

 Ashura  

 Id-ul-Fitr  

 Id-ul-Adha 
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their own personal responses 

to questions of identity and 

meaning answered therein. 

They are supported in 

developing Respect for the 

world views of others. 

HCSEs. In December, they 

complete a paper consisting of 

TWO past Questions on the first 

Unit of study, since they will not at 

this stage have completed the 

second Unit, Christian Practices. 

Students complete a Summer 

HCSE which is a past Paper One, 

examining Religious Beliefs and 

Practices of Christians and 

Muslims. 

Impact: In completing this scheme of learning students will develop their knowledge and understanding of the two major world faiths. They will develop 

knowledge and understanding of hoe peoples’ actions are underpinned and based upon belief systems. They will gain knowledge and understanding of the 

contribution made by religion to cultural capital throughout the UK, Europe and the World. They will develop their ability to see issues from more than their own 

individual point of view, and the ability to draw balanced, nuanced conclusions from all sides on a debate. The skills learned bridge them into further study at 

post-16 and post-18 and equip them with essential interpersonal skills vital for effective personal growth and impactful in individual and corporate leadership.  

Careers: The units in Year 10 afford opportunities to link to explorations of careers in the Social and Health Care, Charitable work, and 

Governmental and international organisations such as the Civil Service. These opportunities are discussed as appropriate in line with the 

curriculum content being delivered. 


