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Intent for the Year 7 Geography Curriculum 2021-2022 
 ‘All children will experience a well-balanced and comprehensive curriculum that enhances informed, intellectual, developmental and moral character. As a result, this will improve life chances, inter-personal 

relationships, social mobility and preparedness for employment.  Our curriculum will encourage everyone to have a positive impact on society.’ 

 
The curriculum aims to provide challenge throughout KS3 with a wide variety of topics taught in 5-6 week units.  There is a mixture of local and global topics that will reinforce key elements of both human and 
physical geography.  .   
The school's international links are supported through topics on China and Africa. 
Global goals are integrated within Geography and will be specifically referenced in lessons. 
 
Character education is regularly referenced - in particular, Geography is all about developing  “curiosity” about the world we live in.   You need to be determined and resilient to be a successful geographer!  We are 
the Curiosity department.  Many lessons will start with an image to stimulate discussion and curiosity around topics in Geography helping them become confident Geographers. 
We want students to think like geographers and have a sense of curiosity about the world they live in.  There is a curiosity library in G2. 
Purpose of study. A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives.  
Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes.  
As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes 
and environments.  
Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.  
 
The key themes that are developed throught KS3 and KS4 are as follows: Change, Impact, Inequality and skills. 
 

Implementation:  
There is a timetable split with History – students will receive one lesson of Geography per week in one half term then two lessons a week in the next half term.  For this reason, different classes will be 
at different stages of the curriculum during the year dependant on the number of lessons they have received. 
Careers:  
Unit 1- Geography and you - we look at new developments in the local area - for example Bridgwater Gateway, Gravity and Hinkley Point and consider the types of jobs people do there and 
opportunities arising in the local area.  We briefly study how the type of jobs people do has changed over time and the move to more work in the tertiary and quaternary sector. 
Unit 2 - Africa - we contrast jobs in Africa in the UK.  Throughout the year we show short video clips and flag up the kind of jobs that the people are doing in the videos and the links to Geography. 
Unit 3 - maps and mapping - there are links to jobs that utilise maps and satellite imagery e.g. insurance as well as encouragement to take Duke of Edinburgh in Year 9 and how it will support their 
future employability. 
Unit 4 - About the UK - An example will be when we look at weather in the UK we will flag up that the UK met office is based locally in Exeter.  we study the UK’s links to the rest of the world including 
trade and service based employment. 
Unit 5 - Glaciers 
Unit 6 - Kenya - we will contrast employment in Kenya and the UK, for example when we consider links between Kenya and the UK  
Unit 7 - Exmoor and field trip - students may be inspired to consider a job in conservation or landscape management. 
There are a number of decision making and group tasks throughout the year and links to the skills needed by employers should be made.   
 
Curriculum adaptations as a result of the pandemic:  We have a renewed focus on language, reading and key terms.   Students will receive a key term sheet at the start of topics and will be tested on 

understanding and spelling to ensure that the language of geography does not present a barrier to learning.   We have 50% more curriculum time in year 7 but have not expanded the number of topics; deciding to 

focus on developing skills, the understanding of key concepts and presentation over new content.  there will be a focus on evaluative writing and we will develop resources that develop teamwork and decision 

making skills. 

We have set up a curiosity library in F5 and students are free to borrow from a range of non-fiction books to encourage wider reading. 
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Term Enquiry/Topic/Unit: 

What is going to be 

taught? 

Key Outcomes: What will students have achieved by completing this 

scheme of learning? 

Character Education: 
How does this topic link 

to a sense of Self, 

Others and the World, in 

terms of Character 

Education? 

Assessment: Will there be 

formative and/or summative 

testing? What role will 

interleaving play? How will this 

be marked? 

Vocabulary: What 

are the key words 

for this topic/unit that 

students must 

know? 

Home-Learning: What 

homework will be set and why 

(e.g. consolidate/extend)? How 

will this be marked? 

1a Geography and you. 
 

Introducing key 

themes and using 

local examples to 

practice new skills. 

 
 

An 8 lesson topic.  We start by identifying the different strands of 
geography; physical, human and environmental. 

Students are introduced to the themes of geography that run 
throughout KS3; Change, impact and Inequality and will use a 
variety of resources, for example video and images, to practice 
the application of these themes. 

We will use a variety of resources to develop the key skill of 
asking questions in order to gain a deeper understanding of the 
world around us and beyond. 

Skills introduced in this unit include how to decipher meaning in 
maps and graphs and we will start to consider why different 
presentation techniques are suitable for different information. 

They will complete some local project work that will focus on 
change and inequality including a comparison of rural and urban 
areas and use images and data to compare quality of life in three 
local wards in Bridgwater. 

Teamwork is developed within a decision based unit on 
Bridgwater Gateway which involves students considering a range 
of viewpoints and reaching a considered conclusion. 

The final part of the topic introduces students to some of the key 
command words used throughout Geography and they will have 
the opportunity to practice some short exam style questions on 
this topic before the end of unit test. 

A sense of being a 
global citizen – 
responsibility. 
Students are 
encouraged to ask 
questions -a prompt 
image "why, when, how, 
who, where" will be 
used to develop their 
questioning skills and 
curiosity. 
The challenge of 
studying a new topic – 
resilience. 
Considering how our 
actions impact others – 
compassion. 
Considering new ways 
to see the world and of 
presenting information – 
creative. 

Many of the homework set will  
Kerboodle quizzes on chapters.  

We will also set an end of topic 

Diagnostic test before students 

take their end of unit test. 

Interleaving:  Lessons usually 
start with a recap on prior 
learning and there are regular 
opportunities given for formative 
and summative assessment 
through class questions, enquiry 
based lessons, KS3 assessment 
weeks, end of unit tests and 
Kerboodle assessments. 
 
SMHW and Kerboodle are also 
used to aid revision before 
assessments which are based 
on SMHW and Kerboodle. 
 

Assess 
Calculate  
Compare  
Define 
Describe 
Discuss 
Environmental 
Evaluate 
Examine 
Explain 
Physical geography 
State 
Suggest 
GIS 
Google Earth 
Human geography 
Identify 
Quality of life 
Inequality 
Justify 
Name 
Natural resources 
Outline 
 

When students are set up on 
SMHW they will be shown how 
to use kerboodle and how to 
use the online textbook to 
catch up on work when they 
are absent. 
 
H/W will be set every three 
lessons and we will use the 
lesson assessments on 
kerboodle to check 
understanding.  Teachers will 
download results which will 
allow us to identify 
misunderstandings and gaps in 
knowledge. 

1b Africa 

 
A 10 lesson topic. 

After a topic on the local area we broaden our horizons through a unit 
on Africa.  This topic uses many of the skills outlined above (e.g. the 
use of images and video clips to answer questions about the world but 
applies them to a new context.  Students will be familiar with Africa as 
a content from unit one.  Now we introduce all the varieties of Africa. 

Knowledge- students will be able to identify Africa on a world map 
along with the location and capital cities of many of its countries.   

This is one of the themed units that run through KS3 and students will 
be introduced to aspects of human geography such as population 
growth, density and change and elements of physical geography such 
as ecosystems such as rainforest and savannah.  Environmental 
geography is considered in the case study on the use of Coltan from 
DRC in mobile phones  

A sense of being a 
global citizen – 
responsibility. 
Enquiry based topic – 
curiosity.  Students are 
encouraged to ask 
questions. 
The challenge of 
studying a new topic – 
resilience. 
Considering how our 
actions impact others – 
compassion.  Also when 
considering inequalities 
in development. 
Considering new ways 

to see the world and of 

We will use Kerboodle end of 

lesson assessments set through 
SMHW along with class 

questions to assess progress 

and identify  

 

Aid  
Biome  
Climate 
Colony  
Desertification
  
Fertility 

Hot desert  

Life expectancy 
Natural resources 
Population density 
Rainforest 

Savanna  

Set once every three lessons 
focussed on the key themes of 
the topic – students can read 
sections of the online textbook 
before attempting a series of 
questions based on the class 
lessons. 
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Students will consider variations in development and the causes of 
these inequalities.  These themes are revisited in year 9 when Malawi 
is used as a case study in our International Development unit. 

Cross curricular themes include a brief history of the continent to 
include colonialism and post colonialism.  This, along with the 
environmental case studies will start to give students a better sense of 
the interconnectedness of the world we live in. 

presenting information – 
creative. 

Semi-desert
  
Slave trade
  
Slums  
Stereotype 

 
2a Maps and Mapping 

A new way of seeing 
and understanding 

the world around 

them. 

A 9  lesson unit. Students have been introduced to maps 
in Geography and You.This is a skills based topic.  
Students use maps at a variety of skills to practice key 
skills including: grid references, scale, reading 
landscapes and identifying key variations in crime rates 
between different parts of a city. 

They will also use maps to help identify change, impact 
and inequality - for example maps showing deforestation 
or variations in crime rates in cities. 

They will also be introduced to newer mapping 
technology that has a wide variety of applications in 
industry. 

Cross curricular elements include History - a short history 
of maps over time and Duke of Edinburgh when these 
skills will be key.  They will need to undertake some data 
manipulation and mathematical calculations. 

students will be 
introduced to a lot of 
unfamiliar content and 
will need to demonstrate 
resilience. 

Assessment will follow the 

pattern set in previous topics - in 
addition, the assessments 

weeks fall in this topic and 

students will be tested on their 

understanding of all the work 

completed thus far. 

 

Aerial photo 
Cartography 
Cartographer 
Compass points  
Contour lines 
Coordinates 
Equator 
Four-figure grid 
reference  
GPS 
Grid lines 
Grid reference 
Latitude 
Local 
Longitude 
Map 
Mental map 
OS map  
Plan 
Prime Meridian 
Satellite image 
Scale 
Six-figure grid 
reference 
Sketch map 
Spot heights 

H/W to be set every 3 lessons. 
Students will be set a more 
substantial revision homework 
in advance of assessment 
weeks on Kerboodle.com 
 

2b About the UK 
Building on 

"Geography...and 

you" 

A 9 lesson topic. 

Students will gain a deeper understanding of the UK using skills 
developed in previous topics and new skills including the use of 
choropleth and dot maps. 

Physical Geography including upland areas, national parks and other 
major physical features, Our climate and why it is so variable.  Linking 
to maps and mapping they will be able to read a simple weather map; 
some may understand a more complex synoptic weather map. 

Human geography - they will examine the four countries of the UK 
including their main cities and transport networks.  They will study how 
cities in the UK have grown over time and how they continue to 
change today.  They will use maps to examine variations in population 
density and the impact of these variations. 

The case study will be of London. 

The unit finishes with an examination of how the UK is linked to the 
rest of the world including The Commonwealth and UN (linking the UK 

We will consider 
migration to the UK over 
time; including present 
day and students will 
need to be respectful of 
others and demonstrate 
compassion during 
classwork and 
discussions. 

Students will undertake a series 
of short exam style questions in 

this topic. 

There will also be the 

opportunity to practice extended 

writing in the end of topic 
assessment. 

H/W will include end of lesson 

quizzes that will help staff 

identify gaps in knowledge and 

misconceptions. 
 

Asylum seeker 
British Isles 
Economic migrant 
Emigrate 
Export 
Great Britain 
Greater London 
Immigrant  
Import 
Invader 
London 
Population density 
Prevailing winds 
Precipitation 
Primary sector 
Refugee  
Relief 
Rural area 
Secondary sector 
Tertiary sector 

Homework will be set every 
three lessons and will focus on 
embedding understanding.  
Students will be expected to 
read chapters in Geog.1 and 
answer end of chapter quizzes. 
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to our previous topic of Africa) and enabling students to start to 
understand the complexity and interconnectiveness of our world. 

The Commonwealth 
United Kingdom 
United Nations 
Urban area 

3a Glaciers 

A very cold journey. 
8 lessons.  A physical geography topic applying their geographical 
skills to an unfamiliar environment.   

Physical geography - they will examine what a glacier is and where 
they are found (developing their map skills) before looking at the 
history of ice ages. 

They will study glacial processes, landforms formed by erosion and 
deposition and their location within a glacial system.  An 
understanding of these processes will set them in good stead in the 
topics of rivers and coasts that are studied in year 8 and 9. 

Human geography - the use of glacial landscapes 

Environmental geography will examing changes occuring to glaciers, 
largely due to anthropogenic climate change and the impact of this 
glacial retreat on communities.  This links with the Ice Stupa in Nepal 
video example that they studied in unit one. 

These are landscapes 
that few students will 
have visited so, to 
understand thier 
complex nature will 
require resilience. 

Lessons will have a large 

number of recap and interleaving 
activities due to the large 

number of new terms and 

concepts that are being studied. 

There will be an end of unit test 

along will SMHW chapter 
quizzes. 

Abrasion 
Arête 
Corrie 
Crevasse 
Drumlin 
Erosion 
Erratic 
Glacier 
Glaciated 
Ground moraine 
Hanging valley 
Ice age 
Lateral moraine 
Meltwater 
Misfit river 
Plucking 
Pyramidal peak 
Ribbon lake 
Striations 
Tarn 
Terminal moraine 
Till 
U-shaped valley 
V-shaped valley 

Alongside Kerboodle activities 
students will be encouraged to 
explore these landscapes 
through suitable websites and  
Google Earth. 

3b Kenya 

 
A unit of 8 lessons.  Students will already be familiar with kenya from 
the Africa topic earlier in the academic year and this is the opportunity 
to further develop many of themes that were introduced in that topic. 

Students will study the physical geography of kenya including its 
diverse landscapes and ecosystems (developing skills from Africa 
topic and map skills from maps and mapping.) 

Human geography themes including considering reasons for cuurent 
changes in Kenya's population and its potential impact; in particular 
looking at a youthful population structure and population pyramids. 
Inequality is studied through employment structure; including changes 
over time and variations between rural and urban areas.   

Environmental Geography is studied through case studies looking at 
the positives and negatives of tourism and flower growing to Kenya.  
These case studies build on the idea of connections explored in the 
UK unit. 

A sense of being a 
global citizen – 
responsibility. 
Enquiry based topic – 
curiosity.  Students are 
encouraged to ask 
questions. 
The challenge of 
studying a new topic – 
resilience. 
Considering how our 
actions impact others – 
compassion. 
Considering new ways 

to see the world and of 

Kerboodle quizzes on chapters.  

 End of topic Diagnostic test. 
Interleaving:  Lessons usually 
start with a recap on prior 
learning and there are regular 
opportunities given for formative 
and summative assessment 
through class questions, enquiry 
based lessons, KS3 assessment 
weeks, end of unit tests and 
Kerboodle assessments. 
 
SMHW and Kerboodle are also 
used to aid revision before 
assessments which are based 
on SMHW and Kerboodle. 
 

Aid 
Cash crops 
Climate 
Colony 
Fertile 
Fertility rate  
Flash flood 
Inequality 
Infrastructure 
Pastoralists 
Population pyramid 
Poverty 
Rural-urban 
migration 
Savanna 
Slums 
Subsistence farming 
Sustainable tourism 

Alongside kerboodle activities 
homework will be set 
encouraging further reading. 
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There are cross-curricular links to History as students briefly study the 
history of Kenya as a member of The Commonwealth. 

presenting information – 
creative. 

 

3b Introduction to 

Exmoor 
6-7 lessons 

This unit builds on the themes explored in "Geography and you..." and 
"About the UK" in order to gain a deeper understanding of our local 
National Park. 

The unit culminates in a visit to Exmoor and will also draw on 
student’s experience of The New Forest during Year 7 camp. 

The physical geography will use a variety of resources including maps 
to look at the unique nature of this landscapes and will consider how 
flora and fauna are adapted to survive (cross curricular link to 
Science)   

The human geography with use the themes of change and impact to 
consider how people use this landscape, how this can cause conflict 
and how this conflict can be managed.  We undertake a group 
decision making activity on a hypothetical new visitor centre in Exford. 

Environmental geography looks at challenges Exmoor faces from 
increased tourist numbers and climate change.  In Dunster students 
will carry out an investigation in its management as a conservation 
area and the pressure of tourism in this honeypot location. 

The fieldtrip also visits Blue Anchor and focusses on changes to the 
coastal landscape and its management including the fate of the Blue 
anchor Inn. 

A sense of being a 
global citizen – 
responsibility. 
Enquiry based topic – 
curiosity.  Students are 
encouraged to ask 
questions. 
The challenge of 
studying a new topic – 
resilience. 
Considering how our 
actions impact others – 
compassion. 
Considering new ways 
to see the world and of 
presenting information – 
creative 
 
Field trip will help build 
character!! 

Kerboodle quizzes on chapters.  

 End of topic Diagnostic test. 
Interleaving:  Lessons usually 
start with a recap on prior 
learning and there are regular 
opportunities given for formative 
and summative assessment 
through class questions, enquiry 
based lessons, KS3 assessment 
weeks, end of unit tests and 
Kerboodle assessments. 
 
SMHW and Kerboodle are also 
used to aid revision before 
assessments which are based 
on SMHW and Kerboodle. 
 

National park 
Flora 
Fauna 
Conservation 
management 
Adaptation 
Honeypot 
Geology 
 

Every 3 lessons to include 
homework encouraging greater 
engagement in current affairs 
(Geography in the News) 

Impact: We aim to ensure that all pupils develop an increasing understanding of the complexity and inter-relatedness of the world we live in.  It is now clear that we are facing a climate emergency and we aim to give students an 
understanding of the causes of these changes, the challenges they present and of the role they play in protecting our climate, biodiversity, oceans etc.  The National Curriculum is outlined below.  Students will meet these criteria 
in increasing sophistication throughout KS3. 

From the KS3 national curriculum : students should 
Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes  
Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time  
Are competent in the geographical skills needed to collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes and interpret a 
range of sources of geographical information. 
Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length. 
Pupils should consolidate and extend their knowledge of the world’s major countries and their physical and human features.  
They should understand how geographical processes interact to create distinctive human and physical landscapes that change over time. In doing so, they should become aware of increasingly complex geographical systems in 
the world around them.  
They should develop greater competence in using geographical knowledge, approaches and concepts and geographical skills. 
Locational knowledge: extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the world’s countries using maps of the world, focusing on their environmental regions, including polar and hot deserts, key physical 
and human characteristics, countries and major cities. 
Understand geographical similarities, differences and links between places through the study of human and physical geography of a region within Africa, and of a region within Asia  
Understand, through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales 
Study human geography relating to: population and urbanisation; international development; economic activity in the primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary sectors; and the use of natural resources  
Understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, and change landscapes, environments and the climate; and how human activity relies on effective functioning of natural systems. 

 


