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Dear Parent/Carer 

 
Having received feedback relating to our pending HCSE series at the end of March, we wanted to explain the 
intent behind these plans. 
 
The government recently outlined a likely strategy for how we will determine GCSE results this year. The 
overwhelming message was: 
 
‘Students need grades to continue to the next stage of their education or training, or into employment. 
Grades must reflect what a student knows, understands and can do, and they must be widely 
understood and respected. In place of exams in summer 2021 we propose that a student’s grade in a 
subject will be based on their teacher’s assessment of the standard at which they are performing.’ 
 
Further details surrounding this indicate the following approach: 
• Students will sit a series of assessments, likely to be set by the exam boards in May and June 
• Teachers would then submit grades to the exam boards by mid-June 
• Grades will be based on student’s performance 
• Teacher assessments will be based on a broad range of available evidence 

Having considered the information available to us, we are determined to ensure our students to be as successful 
as they possibly can be under these circumstances. 
 
We have considered a range of possible scenarios to try and support our student’s continued success and their 
wellbeing at this time. The following scenarios have been taken into consideration: 
 
1. To continue with the calendared mock exams from week commencing 8th February.  

We felt this was unfair on our students wellbeing to expect this to be done online, at home during the first 
half term of lockdown and in short notice to arrange from a technical point of view 

2. To postpone the mocks to the 8th March when schools may be reopening.  
We felt this is not appropriate for our student’s mental health and that they would not be well prepared.  

3. To delay the mocks until after the Easter holidays, towards the end of April.  
This would be too much of a delay for our students. 

4. Cancel the mock exams all together.  
We want our students to be as successful as they can be and to provide them with a further opportunity for 
success prior to any assessments in June.  

 
After careful consideration we felt that the best compromise was for a HCSE series to take place at the end of 
March. This will give us time to welcome our students back into school and to prepare our students in the best 
possible way.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The Year 10 cohort this year is having to go through a different model to last year and there is an emphasis on 
their current performance. We feel the majority of our students will be able to show some progress since 
November. It gives everyone an opportunity to perform better than they did in the HCSEs before Christmas. We 
want to be able to justify the grades we submit to the exam boards in June with that breadth of evidence that 
the government is proposing. 
 
We appreciate this isn’t an ideal situation or what our students want at this time; however, we feel this is the 
appropriate balance between wellbeing and academic achievement. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs L Mills 
Senior Assistant Head 
 

 
 
 
 
 


