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3 September 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
With just a few days to go before the start of term, I wanted to write to you to let you know how much 
we are looking forward to welcoming your children back to school next week. These have been 
exceptionally challenging circumstances for all and it is with great hope and anticipation that we await the 
return to full time education where we can focus on helping your children fulfil their dreams and 
ambitions.  
 
Over the past few weeks and months we have been planning a safe return to school for staff and 
students. Our guiding principles have revolved around prioritising Health & Safety and wellbeing, 
providing your children a full curriculum offer and ensuring we are adaptive and responsive to changing 
circumstances. We will do everything possible to regain your children’s trust and confidence as quickly as 
possible and would like to work closely with you to ensure this is as effective as possible. Please do not 
hesitate to use the usual contact methods to let us know what we can do to further support your 
children, or indeed, let us know how well they are doing. 
 
On Friday 28 August the Department for Education released an update to previous guidance for the full 
opening of schools. This can be found at: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-
outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools 
 
I wanted you to be aware of this updated guidance and provide you with some updates and reminders 
which have outlined below. 
 
Summary of our response and reminders 
 

 Please ensure you do not send your child to school if they have COVID 19 symptoms or have tested 
positive within the past 10 days 

 

 Children who become unwell at school with a new and persistent cough or a high temperature, or 
has a loss of or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), will be sent home guidance 
for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection 

 

 Please arrange to have a test  
 

 If someone tests negative, if they feel well and no longer have symptoms similar to coronavirus 
(COVID-19), they can stop self-isolating 

 

 Any members of staff who have helped someone with symptoms and any pupils who have been in 
close contact with them do not need to go home to self-isolate unless they develop symptoms 
themselves 

http://www.haygroveschool.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested


 

 The government is not recommending universal use of face coverings in all schools. However, should 
you wish your child to wear a face mask, we are pleased to support your decision. 

 

 Should we become part of a local lockdown, face coverings should be worn in areas outside 
classrooms when moving around communal areas where social distancing is difficult to maintain 
such as corridors 

 

 Please remind your children that cleaning their hands is absolutely essential. This can be done with 
hand sanitiser or by washing their hands with soap and running water. Systems will be in place in 
school for children to do this 

 

 Please encourage your children to ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’. Additional bins have been provided for this 
purpose 

 

 We have put into place a specific cleaning programme to ensure we minimise risk through touching 
surfaces 

 

 Social distancing and minimising contact in schools remains a key strategy. Children will not mix with 
other year groups and will remain in teaching zones for the majority of time. They will only need to 
move out of these zones to move to specialist teaching rooms/spaces. Staff will remain at a social 
distance from students which is supported by how classrooms have been laid out in rows with the 
teacher/LSA at the front 

 

 Breaktimes and lunchtimes have been staggered as much as possible 
 

 Students will have staggered leaving times and will use different entrances and exits depending on 
year group 

 

 As detailed in the What parents and carers need to know about early years providers, schools and 
colleges in the autumn term guidance, attendance to school is mandatory. Therefore, we expect to 
see all students return next week.  

 
Clothing for PE lessons 
Due to limited capacity for cleaning areas that will be used by multiple year groups, we have taken the 
decision to close our PE changing rooms.  This measure is to ensure the health and safety of our students 
and staff.  Further to parent feedback we have reviewed our initial policy in relation to appropriate 
clothing on days when students have PE.  Students will be expected to come to school in their PE kit and 
wear it throughout the day prior to and after their PE lesson.  As an additional layer for warmth before or 
after PE, students may wear either their school blazer, a black v neck jumper or school rugby top, all of 
which are part of our current school uniform.   
 
The list above is a summary of key points but is part of a larger risk assessment and operational plan 
which was circulated on 19 August 2020 and available to view on the school’s website. Thank you so 
much for your continued support.  
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mr A Reid 
Headteacher  
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