
 

 

Spring Term 2020 
 

Haygrove 

Headlines 

Huge thank you to 

our wonderful  

set-design crew  

who worked so hard 

to get the stage 

ready for our school 

production!  

Cheers guys! 

World Book Day 

New School Minibus 

Battle of the Bands 

Book Recommendations 

School Building Update 



On 20 March 2020, we issued a letter to all 

students informing parents/carers who are key 

workers to confirm via email at 

key@haygrove.somerset.sch.uk if they 

require their child to access school during the 

school closure period. Guidance on who 

qualifies as a key worker can be found here. 

If you believe you are a key worker, please 

email your child’s full name, tutor group, 

your full name and your occupation and the 

days and times (between 8.40 am and 3.15 

pm)  Please remember to only send your 

child to school if there is no other safe 

alternative. 

School bus services will be operating as normal 

throughout this period, although please note 

that Ridlers have combined buses for routes 

C521 and C515 which will leave Kilve at 07:45 

and arrive at Haygrove at 08:28. Click here to 

view all stops and times. 

Teaching and Learning at Home 

The main platform for continuing teaching and 

learning is ShowMyHomework (SMHW), which 

is available via an app for mobile devices and 

can also be found here:  

https://www.haygroveschool.co.uk/curriculum/

show-my-homework.htm  

This link will take you to the SMHW guide and 

give details of what you need to do if you are 

experiencing difficulties logging in. Children 

should be familiar with this facility as it is 

commonly used for setting homework.  

 Please ensure that your child has the 

notification settings turned on within their 

SMHW account, as this will alert them to new 

resources uploaded by their class teacher for 

each subject.  

 Teachers will assess understanding through 

self-marking quizzes.  

 Staff will be available to answer questions 

from  students via SMHW.   

We would encourage children to continue to 

follow their timetables whilst at home during 

the school closure.  

If your son/daughter does not currently have 

access to SMHW, please email 

support@haygrove.somerset.sch.uk.   

 

School Opening Hours  

during Easter Holidays 

We will continue to provide care 

provision for students who have a parent 

who is a key worker and for vulnerable 

students, where there is no other safe 

alternative.. Please keep your child at 

home if you can.  

If your son/daughter needs to come to 

school on Good Friday (10/03/20) or 

Easter Monday (13/10/03 please confirm 

(if you can) by Tuesday 7 April by calling 

01278 455531 between 830-330pm. 

https://www.haygroveschool.co.uk/uploads/files/letter-re-covid19-school-closure-2020-03-20-fv.pdf
http://www.haygroveschool.co.uk/uploads/files/521-and-515-combined.pdf
http://www.haygroveschool.co.uk/uploads/files/521-and-515-combined.pdf
https://www.haygroveschool.co.uk/curriculum/show-my-homework.htm
https://www.haygroveschool.co.uk/curriculum/show-my-homework.htm
https://www.haygroveschool.co.uk/curriculum/show-my-homework.htm
https://www.haygroveschool.co.uk/curriculum/show-my-homework.htm
https://www.haygroveschool.co.uk/curriculum/show-my-homework.htm
https://www.haygroveschool.co.uk/curriculum/show-my-homework.htm
https://www.haygroveschool.co.uk/curriculum/show-my-homework.htm
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Haygrove students, staff and parents have 

shown huge amounts of resilience, 

responsibility and respect for others and I would 

like to thank everyone for showing true 

leadership and collegiate spirit. I am so proud of 

our staff and children in maintaining a 

comprehensive educational offer under these 

unprecedented and challenging circumstances. 

Given the government’s decision to close 

schools to the majority of children maintaining a 

healthy routine of learning, exercise and sleep 

is absolutely imperative in terms of wellbeing 

and preparedness for next steps. I have spoken 

with all of our children and thanked them for 

their response and have explained plans to 

support everyone in the coming weeks. I have 

encouraged everyone to maintain sensible 

social distancing and to use social media for 

learning opportunities. 

We do not know how long we will have to work 

under these circumstances but I will keep you 

posted when we find out more. 

Please stay safe. 

 

 

Mr A Reid 
Headteacher 

A chance to share the good 

things you have been doing 

during school closure! 

Facing new challenges can help to build 

character. During this unprecedented time, we 

would like students and their families, and our 

staff, to share what they are doing at home that 

relates to any one, or more, of our Haygrove 

Character Traits:  

1. Responsibility 
2. Empathy 
3. Resilience 
4. Curiosity 
5. Honesty 
6. Confidence 
7. Respect 
8. Courtesy 
9. Reflection 

 

Heads of Year will contact students via SMHW 

to ask for examples or you can email 

lohalloran@haygrove.somerset.sch.uk  

Include photos if you can! 

Message from Headteacher,  Mr Reid 
Free School Meals 

Arrangements 

during  

school closure 

Children who are normally eligible for Free 

School Meals will continue to receive support 

whilst the school is closed due to the 

Coronavirus/COVID-19 

Instead of receiving a daily sum of money to 

spend in the school canteen, supermarket 

vouchers will be issued up to a value specified 

by the Government each week. 

All parents whose children are eligible for Free 

School Meals will be contacted directly by the 



Year 7 Haygrove students had been 
invited to dress up as their favourite book 
character to mark World Book Day which 
is held every year to celebrate authors, 

illustrations, books and (most importantly) 
reading. 

At lunchtime the students who dressed 
up gathered in the library, where they 
could buy homemade cakes, with the 
funds going to support Book Aid and 

Haygrove equipment, for the final judging. 
Miss Mitchell 
donned her 

sorting hat and 
with help from 

members of the 
English teaching 

staff, four 
winners from 

each house were 
selected and 

then, after much 
discussion and 
deliberation, the 

final top four 
prizes were 
awarded. 

 

It was great to have Ben McGrail from the ITV News West Country visit us this term to speak to 
some of our Year 11 students about the 50th Anniversary of the by-election that made history in 
Bridgwater in the 1970s. The town’s by-election was the first time teenagers in the UK could vote 
after the age was reduced from 21 to 18. It was called after the death of sitting MP Sir Gerald 
Wills and saw Tom King take over 
a seat he’d go on to hold for over 
thirty years.  

Well done to Finley, Iris, Ben, 
Isabella, Ben, Tristan and Joshua 
for your professional conduct and 
brilliant comments.  

Why not read a 

? 
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Supported by: 

 
On the 5th February Haygrove were visited 
by MADE for Education who provided bespoke, 
high impact workshops to support all Year 11 
students, helping them develop new revision 
techniques. 

Additionally, parents and carers attended a 60 
minute parents evening which reiterated these 
techniques to parents so they can help reinforce 
these ideas when at home.  
 
"I really enjoyed the workshop! It made revision 
seem way less stressful and I will definitely use 
the techniques that we learnt about. Sander made 
it really fun and engaging. We also went to the 
parents evening which my mum thought was very 
helpful, particularly the bit about the revision 
environment!."  - Year 11 Student 

 

 
Our Year 9 students had a whole world of 
opportunities revealed to them when Tim 
Penn, business man and motivational speaker who was previously a jockey and a teacher, 
visited. Tim has a passion for helping young people understand how valuable learning a 
modern foreign language can be to success in further and higher education and a future 
career.  
He told the students that 89% of employers say that multilingual employees add value to their 
organisation Language skills are seen as a real advantage and many employers see 
candidates with a foreign language qualification as having better mental flexibility and enhanced 
listening and problem-solving skills.  
 
“Your pupils were a huge credit to the school. Their engagement and behaviour was 
impeccable throughout the hour-long session. Please do thank them from me for their courtesy 
and for fully engaging with the topics and themes presented to them.” Tim Penn  

We were pleased to unveil our brand new 
minibus back in January. As many people 
may be aware, we unfortunately had one 
of our minibuses stolen when a group of 
our students and staff were on a trip in 
March 2019. When the incident 
happened, we endeavoured to not let it 
affect the extra-curricular activities we 
offer our students, and appealed to 
parents and the wider community for 
ways we could raise the funds for a new 
bus.  

We would like to say a huge thank you to 
everyone who donated through our 'Just 
Giving' page and via various fundraising 
activities that have taken place in school 
over the last few years.  

We would also like to say a special thank 
you to an elderly gentleman who came in 
to the school one day and donated £100. 
The reason for his donation was because 
he was a pupil at the Dr Morgan's all boys 
school, his children went to Haygrove 
School and his grandchildren are current 
students at the school. 



Somerset Cricketer,  

Sophie Luff ,visits Haygrove 

Somerset County ladies cricketer, 
Sophie Luff, joined our students for 
a day of girls-only cricket training 
and was delighted to see how 
enthusiastic they were about the 
sport.  

With drills and games that allowed 
the girls to test their batting and 
bowling skills, Sophie was able to 
impart some top tips and wisdom 
about the game learnt from her 
highly successful career playing 
for Somerset County, the women’s 
Twenty20 team Western Storm and 
now with Welsh Fire Ladies in the 
newly founded The Hundred 
competition. 

Sophie, who is the Women’s and 
Girls Performance Head Coach at 
the Somerset Cricket Board as well 
as a Community Coach delivering 
cricket in schools and clubs said, 
“I spend a lot of time working with 
young women, encouraging them 
to consider playing cricket, and the 
Haygrove students were great to 
work with; fully engaged and keen 
to get involved and everyone 
seemed to really enjoy the training 
sessions.” 

Sophie’s visit followed that of ex-
Haygrove student and fellow 
Somerset Women’s Cricket player 
Tilly Bond who recently paid her 
old school a visit to spend time 
working with some students on 
their cricket skills. 
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Learning about how other people live around 
the world is an important part of the Key 
Stage 3 Geography curriculum and Haygrove 
School’s Year 8 students were asked to build 
their own miniature ‘shanty house’ using only 
materials they could find at home, including 
from the rubbish bin.  

All kinds of household cast-offs made their 
way into the houses including old cereal 
boxes, cake wrappers, tin-foil, cling-film and 
lolly sticks and leaves from the garden. Some 
of the designs replicated the living conditions 
as well as the structure of the houses by 
adding clothes-lines, 
water butts and piles of 
rubbish gathering outside 
the doors.  

Speaking about the project, the students 
said, “We really enjoyed working together 
on this piece of work and have made a model 
of two buildings linked with a clothesline and 
with a stream running in between. It’s 
interesting learning about how other people 
live and how different their experiences are to 
ours. For example, when we did our research 
we were surprised to find that often the floors 
are just mud and shocked at how little space 
families have to live in.”  

“Haygrove School is committed to 
helping students learn about the 

challenges faced by young people living 
elsewhere in the world and this project 

allows our students to explore and 
understand different cultures, 

environments and ways of living whilst at 
the same time building key skills such as 

curiosity, reflection and empathy.”  
Miss Mitchell, Geography Teacher 

Understanding Different Cultures 

Mrs Adcock’s Year 7 English class have all become Harry Potter fans as a result of reading 
and listening to Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone each week. Of course, lots of them 
have ready the Potter books before, but, as several of the class said, reading as a class is a 
different and hugely enjoyable experience. 

For homework, the group were set the task of creating and describing their own magical 
sweets to go with those already found in the pages of J K Rowlings novels such as Bertie 
Bott’s Every Flavour Beams, Chocolate Cauldons and Fizzing Whizzbees.   

Some of the class actually produced their 
sweets and brought them into class. 
Karolina’s ‘Magical Bonbons’ were orbs of 
coloured candy and the flavour of Ava’s jelly 
sweets was revealed by their name: The 
Sourest of Sour Sweets. Jude made soft and 

squidgy ‘Toxic Chocs’  whilst Oscar’s 
bag of tiny jelly babies were in fact super
-chewy jaw-breakers! A sweet that 
reveals your destiny and allows you to 

travel through time to find out what the future 
holds for you was suggested by Phoebe. 

 

Harry Potter Rules! 



With two shows on one night, Haygrove 
School’s 2020 musical production had 
something for everyone. With 52 young 
performers involved, the school’s talented 
students were divided into two casts to perform 
both Aladdin Jr. and a 20-minute abridged 
version of Matilda the Musical. The original 
productions of both are world-wide musical hits 
and these school-friendly adaptations proved to 
be equally popular with the parents, friends 
and staff who bought tickets to sit in the 
school hall and be thoroughly entertained. 
  
Aladdin Jr. follows the story of Aladdin, a 
down-and-out hero, and his three best 
friends, who are granted wishes by the 
infamous Genie of the lamp, which lead them 
on adventures that truly test their character. 
Roald Dahl’s anarchy-driven yet inspirational 
heroine, Matilda, dreams of a better life and, 
despite the oppressive rule of tyrant teacher 
Miss Trunchball, finds comfort from her 
unloving family in the classroom of teacher 
Miss Honey and from solidarity with her 
classmates. 
  
With sparkling performances by all the lead 
performers and superb back-up from the chorus of 
Aladdin’s ‘Agrabarians’ and Matilda’s classmates, this 
year’s Haygrove School production was a high-point in 
the school calendar.  
  
“With nearly 100 students and staff involved both on 
stage and back stage, including the band, the set 
designers and the tech team, this production has been 
a huge affair and a total rollercoaster ride! But I can 
honestly say I am so proud of what everyone has 
achieved, our students have gone above and 
beyond the pull together two amazing shows,” 
said Miss Hannaby, Acting Head of Drama. 

Two Shows Wow School Audience! 
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Spring Term 2020 



New member of staff Kath 
Berry and her  terrier, 

Pepe, secured the Pets As 
Therapy Show Dog of the 

Year Runner-Up spot at 
this year’s Crufts Dog 
Show! What a brilliant 

achievement!  

 
O U R  N E W  S C H O O L  B U I L D I N G  

 
This term there has been significant progress with our 
new school building. The first of the 53 modules have 
been delivered to site and are being hoisted into 
position. Although progress has been hindered by the 
weather, the building is now coming together and the 
scale of it can be seen looming at the back of the old Dr 
Morgan’s quadrangle building.  
 
Each day, assuming the wind is not too strong, new 
modules are carefully lifted and it is amazing to see how 
each section is pre-fitted with items such as doors, 
cupboards, toilets, showers and electrics. The walls are 
pre-painted too! The lower floor houses the new main 
reception and staff offices, toilets, large changing rooms 
for boys and girls each with a series of individual shower 
cubicles. The second floor is where the majority of the 
new classrooms will be and right on the top floor there 
will be brand new science labs and teaching rooms. 
 
With larger rooms sizes, wide corridors and modern 
facilities, the new school building promises to genuinely 
benefit teaching and learning and the overall experience 
of school life at Haygrove.   
 
“We are all excited about how the new building is taking 
shape, but we are mindful of the site’s history as Dr 
Morgan’s Grammar School. Our aim over the coming 
months is to make sure we preserve the memories of 
the past within the new and commemorate the unique 
history of our school,” said Headteacher, Mr Aaron Reid. 

Our talented singers 
from Years 7 

through to Year 10 
welcomed Lisa 

Tustian from 
Singworx who joined 

them to deliver an 
hour-long singing 

workshop focusing 
on different singing 

styles and 
techniques. The 

lively session 
involved 29 students 

all of whom are 
either involved in 

our School Choir or 
are taking GCSE 
music - or both!  
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Spring Term 2020 

EDF Energy paid a visit to our Year 8 students this 
term and delivered a fantastic STEM day. The 
students were set a budget of £100 and had to create 
a vehicle that could transport an egg in the safest and 
fastest way possible for the least amount of money.  

The final designs were then judged on their look, final 
cost, speed, and whether or not they could protect 
the egg. The designs varied hugely and some 
travelled much further than others, however all 
designs managed to protect the egg and there were 
no breakages!  

 

The Smallpiece Trust joined some of our Year 9 
and Year 10 students for a fascinating STEM day 
where the students were set the challenge of 
designing a prototype Water Collection system that 
filters incoming water, indicates when the tank is 
full, and pumps water to where it is needed.  

The day allowed students to learn more about 
STEM subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths), get a hands on experience of project 
working in teams and begin to recognise the value 
of these subjects and their impact on 
our everyday lives. 



This term the lights turned down and volume turned up to celebrate 
the annual Haygrove Battle of the Bands contest.  
 
Ten bands featuring students from all year groups took part in the 

concert, each adding their own unique twist to a classic track from the 
recent past. First on stage were Blue Storm who performed ‘Never Let You 
Down’ by Rita Ora. Year 7 band Cosmo then took to the stage to perform ‘7 

Nation Army’ by The White Stripes. Next up was last years winners New Q who 
performed ‘You Give Love a Bad Name’ by Bon Jovi. The next seven bands 
then had their time to shine before the tense 20-minute interval where each 
performance was judged by a panel of experts: Craig Barnett (local musician 
and music teacher), Simon Newton (local musician and vocal coach), Josh 
Perkins (Sedgemoor FM presenter) and Senior Assistant Headteacher 
Leanne Mills. They had the challenging task of deciding which band 

would win each of the seven awards!  
 

 
 

 
 
The judges were then welcomed on to the stage to announce the winners in 

each category. Best Band Image went to Jalapeno Poppers who performed 
‘Dani California’ and Blue Storm took the trophy for Audience Participation. 
The year 7/8/9 winners were New Q who were also praised for their 
matching band  t-shirts! Best Stage Presence was awarded to Blue Smoke 
for their rendition of ‘Somebody Told Me’ and Band with Most Potential 

was awarded to Lunacy who performed ‘Green Light’. Year 11 student 
Mason Riddle from Jalapeno Poppers was rewarded with a trophy for his 

brilliant solo drum performances.  
 
But the biggest and most prestigious accolade of the night – Best Band 2020 
– was awarded to the amazingly confident and talented Year 10 band The 
Elements of Music whose rendition of ‘Since You've Been Gone’ caught both 
the judges and the audience’s imagination, especially with the knee slide 
down the middle of the school hall!  
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Wrapped up 
warm for 
their 
Practice 
Walk 

A fantastic day walking on the Quantocks took place on 
Saturday 14 March for our Bronze DofE students. Nearly 

60 of our Year 9’s put on their DofE t-shirt and wrapped up 
warm to brave the elements and the mud as part of their 

Expedition Training section of their Award. 

A massive thank you to Mr Hellyer, Dr Tye, Mrs Stamp, 
Miss Barwell, Mr Wheeler, Mr Tracey, Miss Wilkin, Rev 
Brown and several family members who made the day 

walk a fantastic experience for the students. 

Exploring Higher Education through Theatre 
Year 10 students were treated to an hour-long 
theatre performance by the Barbican Theatre 
outreach team that explored the issues involved 
in making the decision to go to university. Called 
'Why Would You', the performance explored the 
worries experienced by many young people as 
they think about their future and considered the 
options available once school and Further 
Education are completed.  

After the performance, which was delivered to 
the whole year group, around 30 students then 
attended a special workshop to discuss the 
performance in more depth and think in more 
detail about the issues that were raised. 

Thank you to Next Steps South West and the 
Barbican Theatre for visiting our school and 
encouraging our students to think about their 
future destinations. 
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Spaxton C of E Primary School were delighted when 
they were approached by the Parish Council and asked 

to design a possible logo for a new Community Land 
Trust (CLT) that is under development in the village. 

Three talented students were over the moon to learn 
recently that their designs have been chosen for 

consideration. Marcella Aydin, Molly Gray and Honor 
Upfield created colourful designs inspired by the 

buildings and landscape around them.  

The children at Stogursey primary school have been 
learning about climate change and global warming and 

how we can save the planet. One pupil from 
the Alfoxton class says "We have been learning about 

climate change and how to help animals survive. We 
have been thinking about the animals in our village, like 

hedgehogs who are in danger." The children have also 
been learning about the effect of global warming on the 

recent Australian bush fires, with one student saying 
"We could visit Australia and give them hoses."  



The above dates are all correct at time of printing. Please check on our website nearer the time. 
This document and full calendar is available on our website. 

DATES FOR YOUR 

DIARY 

Haygrove School 
Durleigh Road 
Bridgwater 
Somerset 
TA6 7HW 

Telephone: 01278 455531 

Fax: 01278 427972 

www.haygroveschool.co.uk 

Student Absence: 

Please contact the school 
using the unique number 
you have been given for 
your child/children. 

APRIL—JULY 2020 

You can now follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter 
 

@Haygrove 
 
www.facebook.co.uk/
haygroveschool 
 
Remember we don’t follow you back 
to respect your privacy. 
 

Tue 28 April…………………………………...Year 10 Parents Evening 

Wed 6 May…………………...………………...Year 7 Parents Evening 

Fri 8 May………..……………………………………….….Bank Holiday  

Wed 20 May…………………...………………...Year 7 Parents Forum 

Fri 22 May………………………………………….…..Last Day of Term 

Mon 1 June………………………………………………….Start of Term 

Thur 25 June…………………………………..….Yr 8 Parents Evening 

Wed 1 July…………………………………………....Yr 6 Induction Day 

Mon 13 July…………………………………..………..Honours Evening 

Thur 16 July………………….Lunchtime Finish and Last Day of Term 

 

 

With the current restrictions in place,  

we do not know when school will be 

opening again to all students.  

This is Jackson’s 
debut crime thriller 
and is perfect for Key 
Stage 3 readers. 
Although the case of 
Andie Bell’s murder 
closed five years ago 
with the conviction of 
Sal Singh, when 
Pippa Fitz-Amobi, who has grown up in 
the small town that was consumed by 
the crime, starts to delve into the files, 
she starts to uncover secrets that 
someone in the town would rather 
stayed hidden. How far will they go to 
keep Pip from the truth? 

Recommended by our Librarian... 

On a dark midwinter’s night in an 
ancient inn on the Thames, the 
regulars are entertaining 
themselves by telling stories 
when the door bursts open and in 
steps an injured stranger. In his 
arms is the drowned corpse of a 
child. 

Hours later, the dead girl stirs, 
takes a breath and returns to life. Is it a miracle? Is it 
magic? And who does the little girl belong to? 

An exquisitely crafted multi-layered mystery brimming 
with folklore, suspense and romance, as well as with 
the urgent scientific curiosity of the Darwinian age. 
Suitable for Key Stage 4 readers. 


