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Friday 18th December 2020 
Coronavirus (Covid-19) - Update for Parents/Carers 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I had hoped that my last letter to you would be my last piece of communication this term.  
Unfortunately, the Government’s latest set of announcements, made yesterday afternoon, have 
left us in the enormously difficult position of having to change our plans for the start of next term 
after we have already finished and staff are not in school. 

This morning, I have spoken with a range of secondary headteachers across Somerset.  The 
feelings expressed were very strong, with various degrees of anger and frustration at the lack of 
thinking that seems to have gone into these latest plans. There appears to be little appreciation 
of the planning needed to run a school effectively and the issues that parents have in organising 
care for their children. 

I feel that the most important thing I can do for you at this point is to try to give you some 
certainty so that you can plan for beginning of January.  As with previous Government 
announcements, I am fully expecting that more information will come out in the next two weeks.  
However, that will be too late to alter the way in which we approach the start of term. 

Two issues are being mixed together in the Government plans: testing of students for the virus 
in school; and a staggered start to the school year to break the possible transmission from 
Christmas activities. I will deal with each of those separately. 

Testing inside schools 

The outline statements from the government talk about testing students and staff in school once 
they become contacts of a positive case. To achieve this would require the setting up and 
staffing of a medical testing facility inside school. 

I have significant concerns about a number of issues that relate to this suggestion: space, 
safeguarding, training, transport, administering medical procedures, clinical waste disposal, 
expertise and resourcing. The guidance is clear that this testing is not mandatory. Therefore, 
until all these questions have been answered, you have my reassurance that we will not be 
commencing testing inside school. 

We will not be able to resolve those complex issues before the start of January, so there will be 
no school based testing at the outset of next term. Secondary schools across Somerset have 
agreed to take the same approach and the local authority is supportive of this position. 

Our greatest defence against the virus this term has been keeping it out of school. Your 
tremendous efforts in that regard have kept the school open to most students for the greatest 
amount of time.  It is therefore important to reiterate that at the start of next term: 
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 Students/ staff should stay at home if they have any of the three key COVID symptoms – 
a high temperature, a persistent cough, or a loss of smell or taste – and request a test; 

 Students/ staff should stay at home if any member of their household has any of these 
symptoms and await the outcome of the test result of that household member; 

 Students/ staff should stay at home and isolate for 10 days if they have been a close 
contact of a positive case. 

As I have said before, I appreciate that these judgements are not always easy to make. If you 
are unsure, please keep your child at home and phone the school.  We will then advise you 
of the most appropriate course of action to take. 

Start of the spring term: Years 11 

We will start term as previously set out on 4th January 2021. Students will have their normal 
lessons in school.  The examinations that are timetabled for that week will continue to go ahead. 

Start of the spring term: Years 7, 8, 9, and 10 

From 4th January, the students will be working remotely at home using Google Meet.  The start 
of school-based teaching will commence on 11th January 2021. 

In order to facilitate the last-minute nature of this change of plans, we will run as follows: 

Monday 4th January – Friday 8th January: staff will provide Google Meet links to students on 
their ShowMyHomeWork platform following their normal school timetable. Should there be 
issues with connectivity or access, then please use this day to contact the school and we will try 
to resolve them with you. Please refer to our remote learning policy on the school website. 

Lessons will finish 10 minutes early to provide staff adequate time to set up for their next lesson. 

Homework may be set after the lesson in the normal way. 

Children in year 8 or 9 who expect to rotate their DT, Art, Music, Drama or RSHE group will start 
their new lessons from 4th January. Their timetable will be updated on SMHW. 

Children in year 10 who expect to rotate their science group will start their new lessons from 4th 
January. Their timetable will be updated on SMHW. 

Students in these groups, provided that they are well, will be able to return to school on Monday 
11th January. 

Critical workers and vulnerable children in Years 7, 8, 9, and 10 

Students whose parents are critical workers can send their children into school in the week 
commencing 4th January. However, there is no requirement that you do so and you may have 
alternative childcare arrangements that you can use. This will help to reduce the risk of 
transmission in that week. 

If you are one of these critical workers and believe that you will need to send your child into 
school, please would you email key@haygrove.somerset.sch.uk. If you could do so by 
Wednesday 30th December 2020, that will significantly help our planning.  These children will be 
asked to follow their normal timetable. 
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Way forward 

You will probably detect from the nature of this letter that we find ourselves in a position that we 
do not wish to be. That has happened a number of times this year and we have worked through 
all those difficult times with the solidarity of our community.I am certain that this community will 
come together and do the same again with this challenge. The messages of gratitude that I 
received this week on behalf of our staff tell me that you appreciate the work that staff are doing.  
Thank you. 

Despite the potential changes or additions to Government advice that may come next week, we 
will aim to stick with these plans to give you the certainty that you need. 

Please refer to my previous correspondence regarding contact with the school confirming a 
positive case up to and including 23rd December. Beyond this date, please use the contact form 
on our website for urgent messages. You will appreciate that there may well be a delay in 
replying over Christmas. 

I hope that you and your families and friends are able to enjoy this Christmas break. 

Best wishes. 

Yours faithfully, 
 
Aaron Reid 
Headteacher 
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