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Intent for the Year 11 GCSE Photography Curriculum 2020-21 

All children will experience a well-balanced and comprehensive curriculum that enhances informed, intellectual, developmental and moral character. As a result, this will improve 

life chances ,inter-personal relationships, social mobility and preparedness for employment.  Our curriculum will encourage everyone to have a positive impact on society. 

The schemes of work are designed to cover the following requirements for a varied, inspirational and creative curriculum that adheres to all the specifications 

on the AQA course. 

1) We aim to create, creative people 

2) Historical and Cultural context 

3) Techniques and processes 

4) Multi media experience 

5) Assessment and progression 

The KS4 Art curriculum is designed to fulfil the specifications of the AQA course. Therefore we complete 2 projects and an Exam over the 2 year period. 

Students are marked 60% Coursework and 40% Exam. 

The students are assessed with the following criteria. 

AO1 – PHOTOGRAPHER RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS, OWN OPINIONS (ANNOTATION) 

Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources.  

AO2 – EDITING AND PHOTOSHOP TECHNIQUES 

Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes.  

AO3 – PHOTOSHOOTS, CONTACT SHEETS, CAMERA WORK 

Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses. 

             AO4 – FINAL SHOTS 

             Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language.  

 

Implementation: How will your scheme of learning for this year group deliver your Intent?  

The course is structured very clearly and this is shown on the curriculum map attached 
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Term Enquiry/Topic/Unit: 

What is going to be 

taught? 

Key Outcomes: What will 

students have achieved 

by completing this 

scheme of learning? 

Character Education: How 

does this topic link to a 

sense of Self, Others and the 

World, in terms of Character 

Education? 

Assessment: Will there be 

formative and/or  summative 

testing? What role will 

interleaving play? 

Vocabulary: What are 

the key words for this 

topic/unit that students 

must know? 

Home-Learning: What 

homework will be set 

and why (e.g. 

consolidate/extend)? 

1a Project 2 – THEMES 

 

All Photography projects 

are designed and 

constructed to incorporate 

the study and research of a 

number of Photographers  

and/or different cultures.  

These key factors provide 

the inspiration, processes 

and techniques for all the 

activities. Therefore, the 

students will have learnt 

the context of the work 

they are doing and 

produced a number of 

Students work over the 

GCSE course to produce 

the outcomes in the form 

of projects over a period 

of time and have to show 

resilience, be curious and 

responsible for their 

work. They will also be 

asked to consider 

carefully what they done 

and how they might 

Practice for Progress  

Students work in 

displaybooks is assessed at 

the end of each term. It takes 

into account all classwork 

and coincides with the 

completion of a Home 

Learning activity that is set 

for an 8-10 week period 

depending on the length of 

the Term. 

There is a big emphasis on 
the Home Learning so that 

 Home Learning – 

Practice for Progress  

Chosen Theme to 

develop in 10 

photoshoots 
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outcomes and activities 

that practice technique 

and introduce students to 

Photoshop, Editing 

techniques, Annotation, 

Analysis, Camerawork, 

Photoshoots Developing 

own work, Final shots and 

display techniques. 

The Exam takes place over 

the Autumn term with the 

question paper given out 

at the beginning of 

January.  

The exam is testing 

student’s ability to work on 

a chosen theme or idea 

and develop their own 

interpretation. This takes 

the form of a project with 

the Final shots and display 

pieces finished in a 10 hour 

exam. 

 

 

improve the work, 

therefore they will need 

to be reflective.  

The whole process is 

designed to increase 

students ability to access 

the curriculum and 

achieve great outcomes 

thereby increasing 

confidence. 

As an Art subject it is also 

crucial to have a creative 

element. We strive to 

ensure as much creativity 

as possible 

the students are aware that 
the project is as important as 
the work completed in class 
and therefore will influence 
their grade 
The grades and Levels are 
immediately entered into 
SIMS so that they are the 
latest data for the Progress 
reports. 
The students have a sheet in 
their sketchbooks with a 
proforma for each term, 
which allows for 
constructive, positive 
comments, grade, attitude 
for Learning and targets to 
be set. 
The Predicted grade for the 
course and the Current 
grade they are at. This serves 
to inform our Progress 
tracker which allows 
teachers and the students to 
monitor what they have 
completed of each Unit and 
therefore what they need to 
do to complete the Unit. 
The same system is used for 
the exam. 
 

2b Project 3 - Exam 

HCSE  

 

    GCSE Exam –  

Research on 5  

Photographers from 

chosen question 
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Photoshop, Editing 

techniques, Annotation, 

Analysis, Camerawork, 

Photoshoots Developing 

own work, Final shots 

and display techniques  

 

2b Completion of Project 2 

THEMES 

    Completion of ideas for 

FP 

Impact: Will students have gained from completing this scheme of learning? 

The scheme delivers the need in the specification for the completion of a substantial and varied portfolio that is graded at the end of each term.  

It incorporates all the elements of the Assessment Objectives as required by AQA. The curriculum map shows the timings and content for delivery. 

The success of the GCSE Art course over a sustained period shows the impact that the Scheme of learning provides. It is in a constant state of development to 

keep pace with changes in specification and societal influences that are reflected in the context of the projects and the Artists and designers we study. For 

example, the issue of mental health and well-being and the need for an understanding of diversity. 

 

 


