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Intent for the Year Philosophy & Ethics Curriculum 2019-2020 

By studying Philosophy & Ethics students will develop a deeper understanding of the aims values and purpose of philosophical enquiry. They will develop an understanding of the 

nature of existence by posing and suggesting answers to questions of meaning such as Why Do We Suffer? Can Suffering Be Overcome? What is Evil? Can Evil Be Overcome? What 

Are Appropriate Responses to Suffering In Ourselves, and Others?  Ethical studies will help students to develop the awareness of decision making processes so that they become 

reflective rather than reactive decision makers aware of the possibility that there may be more than one appropriate answer to any given situation. Investigating different methods 

of considering ethical responses will foster the ability to reflect upon and draw meaning from students’ personal responses to ethical dilemmas. 

Implementation: How will your scheme of learning for this year group deliver your Intent? 

Term Enquiry/Topic/Unit: 

What is going to be 

taught? 

Key Outcomes: What will 

students have achieved 

by completing this 

scheme of learning? 

Character Education: How 

does this topic link to a 

sense of Self, Others and the 

World, in terms of Character 

Education? 

Assessment: Will there be 

formative and/or summative 

testing? What role will 

interleaving play? 

Vocabulary: What are 

the key words for this 

topic/unit that students 

must know? 

Home-Learning: What 

homework will be set 

and why (e.g. 

consolidate/extend)? 

1a Does God exist? Understanding of the 

ideas surrounding the 

existence of God. 

Reflect, respect, curiosity. 

Verbal feedback most 

prominent.   Elements of 

interleaving, developing 

through KS3.  2 formal 

assessments (Dec, June). HWs 

set and self/peer assessed. 

God proof existence, 

omnipotent, 

omnipresent. 

HW is set as and when 

appropriate, relevant to 

prior learning and 

focused on evaluation/ 

analysis. Peer assessed 

initially, teacher 

assessed after. 

1b Sanctity of life. Understanding of 

abortion/euthanasia, and 

why life is important. 

Respect, empathy. Abortion, euthanasia, 

voluntary/involuntary. 

2a What is social justice? Understanding human 

rights. 

Empathy, respect. Social justice, human 

rights, protest law. 

2b The problem of evil. Understanding of why evil 

is a problem and how to 

respond. 

Empathy, respect, 

understanding. 

Evil, good, human 

nature, environment. 

3a The problem of 

suffering. 

Intro to Buddhism – focus 

on how to overcome 

suffering. 

Empathy, curiosity, 

understanding. 

Natural, man-made, 

physical, mental, 

psychological, 4 noble 

truths. 

3b What is humanism? Intro to humanism as a 

philosophical world view. 

Curiosity, understanding, 

empathy. 

Humanism, society 

decisions. 

Impact: Students will develop personal responses to questions of meaning and purpose posed by existence. They will further develop their ability to engage with 

these questions in a philosophical way and to understand a range of different yet valid ethical responses to these questions. 

 


