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Intent for the Year Philosophy & Ethics Curriculum 2019-2020 

By studying Philosophy & Ethics students will develop a deeper understanding of the aims values and purpose of philosophical enquiry. They will develop a deeper 

understanding of the ultimate questions that our existence throws upon us and the ability to frame questions of philosophical intent for themselves; questions such as, How 

Can I Define Myself? How Can I Define Purpose in My Existence? If I Decide I Have No Purpose, What is the Meaning of Existence? through the study of different 

Philosophical ideas, including the philosophy of religion.  Ethical studies will help students to develop the awareness of decision making processes so that they become 

reflective rather than reactive decision makers aware of the possibility that there may be more than one appropriate answer to any given situation. 

Implementation:  

Term Enquiry/Topic/Unit: 

What is going to be 

taught? 

Key Outcomes: What will 

students have achieved 

by completing this 

scheme of learning? 

Character Education: How 

does this topic link to a 

sense of Self, Others and the 

World, in terms of Character 

Education? 

Assessment: Will there be 

formative and/or summative 

testing? What role will 

interleaving play? 

Vocabulary: What are 

the key words for this 

topic/unit that students 

must know? 

Home-Learning: What 

homework will be set 

and why (e.g. 

consolidate/extend)? 

1a What is Ethics? Understanding of ethics 

and moral dilemmas. 

Curiosity, respect, decision 

making. 

Verbal feedback most 

prominent.   Elements of 

interleaving, developing 

through KS3.  2 formal 

assessments (Dec, June). HWs 

set and self/peer assessed. 

Ethics, morality,  

dilemma, decision. 

HW is set as and when 

appropriate, relevant to 

prior learning and 

focused on evaluation/ 

analysis. Peer assessed 

initially, teacher 

assessed after. 

1b What are the 5 Pillars 

important to Muslims? 

Understanding of religious 

commitment. 

Respect, reflection. Shahadah, Salah, Zalcat, 

Sawm, Hajj. 

2a How can we respond 

to injustice. 

A developed sense of 

what we can do to fight 

injustice. 

Wider world view – sense of 

own place in society, 

empathy. 

Justice, injustice, fair, 

unfair. 

2b Animal rights and 

responsibilities. 

Understanding of the ways 

animals are treated by 

humans. 

Respect, sense of how 

humans and animals 

coexist, empathy. 

Rights, cruelty, 

responsibilities, abuse, 

activists. 

3a Rites of Passage. Understanding of 

important moments in a 

person’s life. 

Reflection, respect. Baptism, Aqiqah, 

confirmation, bar, bat 

mitzvah, marriage. 

3b What happens when 

we die? 

Understanding of different 

beliefs surrounding end of 

life. 

Reflection, respect, 

sympathy. 

Funeral memorial, 

heaven/paradise. 

Impact: Students will use their skills of philosophical and ethical enquiry to develop their understanding of and responses to key questions of meaning triggered by 

existence. 

 


