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Opportunity Endeavour Achievement 

General Information 
Our timetable contains 25 x 1 hour periods.   

The timetable is split into compulsory core subjects and optional subjects.   

The vast majority of students will follow either a Traditional Pathway or an Open Pathway.  

In addition, students following the Traditional or Open Pathways can apply for Option Plus which will 
enable them to study for GCSE Statistics as an after school/enrichment opportunity. Approximately 60 
learning hours would be provided during weekly after school lessons from September in Year 10 to Summer 
Term Year 10.  The examination for this subject will be in the Summer of year 10.  
PLEASE NOTE: Admittance to Option Plus will be by a process of application and selection. 

Some of our students will be invited to be part of our Vocational Pathway which is a package of courses 
which will be more accessible to students likely to be working at Entry Level and Level 1, although there is 
also scope to work at Level 2 (GCSE grade 5). The main difference between this and our other pathways is 
that students will have a free choice of options. 

 
Students are not able to choose the Vocational Pathway directly.  We will carefully assess those who 
might benefit and letters of invitation will be sent to parents. However, if you do not receive an invitation 
and feel your child would benefit from this pathway, please let us know. 
 
 
We seek to ensure that, as far as possible, every student is able to embark on the courses for which they 
have expressed a preference.  In a few cases, it may not be possible to timetable some combinations of 
subjects.  It may be necessary to offer further guidance to some students as to the appropriateness of 
their subject choices. 
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Traditional Pathway 
 

Core English Language/Literature - 5hrs 
Mathematics - 4hrs 
Science Combined (double award) - 5 hrs 
Physical Education/ RSHE - 2hrs  (non-examined) 

Options Students will make three option choices: 
1) Either History or Geography 
2) Either French, Spanish or German 
3) Any option from all choices  

Option Plus GCSE Statistics (60 learning hours delivered after school and as enrichment) 
Students will need to apply to join Option Plus. 

 

Open Pathway 
 

Core English Language/Literature - 5hrs 
Mathematics - 4hrs 
Science Combined (double award) - 5 hrs 
Physical Education/ RSHE - 2hrs (non-examined) 

Options Students will make three option choices: 
1) Either History, Geography, French, Spanish, German, Computer Science or Triple 

Award Science 
2) Two additional options (but without doubling up or choosing more than one Art & 

Design subject) 

Option 
Plus 

GCSE Statistics (60 learning hours delivered after school and as enrichment) 
Students will need to apply to join Option Plus 

 

Vocational Pathway 
 

Core English Language/Literature - 5 hrs 

Mathematics - 4 hrs 

Science Combined (double award) - 5 hrs 

Physical Education/RSHE - 2hrs (non-examined) 

Options Students will make three option choices: 
1) Three options from all choices (but without doubling up or choosing more than one 

Art & Design subject) 

 
Triple Award Science 
This option is for those students intending to take Sciences at A level.  It is in addition to the core Science 
provision taken by all students.  A minimum requirement based on Key Stage 3 performance will apply 
here. 
 
Ebacc 
Some employers and universities place a higher value on GCSEs within the Ebacc programme. These include: 
Mathematics, English, Combined or Triple Science, History or Geography and a Modern Foreign Language.  
 
Relationships, Sex & Health Education (RSHE)  
This will be delivered as part of our Physical/Health Education provision during Key Stage 4. 
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From September 2019 
 

All GCSE courses will be revised and graded 1-9.  
 
The Government threshold for Level 2 success will be grade 5. 
 
The Level 2 threshold criteria, set by the Government, which may become the admissions criteria for Further 
and Higher education establishments and employment, expects students to have achieved a grade 5 in: 
 

• GCSE Maths 

• GCSE English (either Literature or Language) 

• Any three GCSE qualifications from the Sciences, Geography, History, Computer Science or Languages 

• A further three qualifications which can be either BTEC, GCSE or other approved qualifications 
 
We will therefore support students in the core curriculum and through their option choices to achieve this 
threshold although college admissions criteria may differ. 
 

Timetable for Choosing Options 
 

11 January 2020 Presentation will be made available through SMHW 

11 January 2020 Presentation will be made available for parents of the Options pathways 
along with videos for each subject 

11 January – 28 January  

2020 
Tutors will support students on choosing their options in tutor times 
Students will be encouraged to identify two backup options 

21 January 2020 Year 9 parents’ evening 

22 January 2020 Online options forms issued to students 

29 January 2020 DEADLINE FOR COMPLETED OPTION FORMS TO BE SUBMITTED 

 
Individual appointments available throughout the process on request to Head of Year with Mrs Morgan, 
Careers Coordinator.  
 
The rest of this booklet describes all the subjects you might study at Key Stage 4. There are also videos 
available online describing the different courses:  
 
Read the information very carefully before making any choices. More detailed information about course 

specifications can be found on Examination Board web sites: 

www.ocr.org.uk 

www.aqa.org.uk 

www.edexcel.org.uk 

www.wjec.co.uk 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.edexcel.org.uk/
http://www.wjec.co.uk/


 
 

Opportunity Endeavour Achievement 

GCSE English Language and English Literature 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description: 

Exam Board:   
AQA 

 

Overview: 
Students will study for two GCSEs, 
English Language and English 
Literature. They will be assessed at the 
end of Year 11 over four papers, two 
for English Language and two for 
English Literature. 
 
Grades available are 9 to 1 which are 
replacing A*-G. 
 

Subject Content: 
English Language 

Paper 1 (50% final examination) 

• Questions on fiction extract. 

• Descriptive writing. 

Paper 2 (50% final examination) 

• Questions on non-fiction 

extracts.  

• Persuasive writing. 

English Literature 

Paper 1 (50% final examination) 

• Extract question on ‘A 

Christmas Carol’. 

• Extract question on ‘Macbeth’. 

Paper 2 (50% final examination) 

• Essay question on ‘An 

Inspector Calls’.  

• Essay question on ‘Conflict and 

Power poetry cluster’. 

• Essay question on unseen 

poem comparison. 
 

Assessment: 
Will be through two examinations only 

for English Language and two 

examinations for English Literature 

taken at the end of Year 11.  

 

There will also be a speaking and 

listening assessment that will be 

graded but will not affect the final 

GCSE result for English Language. 

 

General Comments: 
Further information about the two 

exams is available from AQA: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/ 

 

English Language 8701 

English Literature 8702 

 
 

Students’ 

Comments 
 

 

“I love English 

because it helps me 

get better at all my 

other subjects.” 

 

 

“The support I have 

been given for my 

reading has really 

boosted my 

confidence.” 

 

 

“My favourite 

activities are the 

books that we study. 

We get to see how 

other people live in 

places I would never 

get to visit normally.” 

 

 

“There is such a 

happy, hardworking 

atmosphere in our 

classroom. I know 

that if I try my 

hardest, I will get the 

results I deserve.” 

Career Opportunities: 
“English Language GCSE is the core foundation for communication skills that are key determinants in 

employability in the 21st Century job market.”  (The Guardian 24th August 2015). 

Evidence of key English skills is considered a crucial component for all jobs in the 21st Century. 

Ability in English Language and English Literature shows ability to communicate effectively across a range of 

different settings. 

Other than specialist subjects taken at university, English and maths are the fundamental GCSEs that Further 

Education establishments consider when deciding whether to offer students places. 
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GCSE Mathematics 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description: 

Exam Board:  
Edexcel (Pearson) = Higher Tier 

AQA = Foundation 

 

Overview: 
The GCSE Mathematics course aims to 

build on the content and skills of KS3. It 

will further develop students’ ability to 

use and apply standard techniques, to 

reason, interpret and communicate 

mathematically and to solve problems 

within mathematics and in other 

contexts 

 

Subject Content: 
GCSE Mathematics covers six main 

areas: 

 

• Number 

• Algebra 

• Ratio, Proportion and Rates of 

Change 

• Geometry and Measures 

• Probability 

• Statistics 

 

Students are regularly assessed against 

GCSE criteria and a Personalised 

Learning Checklist is used to identify 

strengths and weaknesses.  

 

 

 

Assessment: 

• The GCSE examination is 
comprised of three equally 
weighted examination papers, 
sat at the end of Year 11. 
 

• Each paper lasts for 1 hour and 
30 minutes. 

 

• Each paper covers all six main 
areas. 

 

• Two papers allow the use of 
calculators, one paper does 
not. 

 

General Comments: 
The Maths Department aims to 

develop student confidence using 

maths skills in everyday life and to 

provide a basis for study beyond GCSE.  

Problem solving skills are embedded 

throughout the course and form an 

important part of the final assessment.  

 

A calculator is an essential tool 

throughout the course and students 

should therefore possess their own 

scientific calculator along with all the 

other standard Mathematical 

equipment.  

 

 

Students’ 

Comments 
 

 

“I really enjoy my 

maths lessons.” 

 

 

“The maths teachers 

are always able to 

help when I get stuck 

on something.” 

 

 

“Maths is such an 

important subject.  I 

have to get a good 

grade to get onto the 

course I want next 

year at college.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Career Opportunities: 
A good grade in GCSE Mathematics is an essential qualification to go on to any level of further study at college 
or university.  Whether you plan to go on to work, A-levels (or equivalent), or other further studies, a good 
understanding of mathematics will be useful to you. 
A good GCSE in math’s could lead you on to further study in, for example, accounting, computing, economics, 
mathematics (pure, applied, or further), and statistics. 

These can lead you on to possible careers: Accountant, Actuary, Advertising Executive, Architect, Bank/Building 
Society work, Buyer, Economist, Computer work, Engineer, Electrician, Insurance work, Meteorologist, Retail 
Manager, Science Officer, Statistician, Surveyor, Teacher.
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GCSE Science - Combined Science or Triple Science 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description: 

Exam Board:  
Edexcel Combined Science 1CS0 

OR 

Edexcel Biology 1BI0 

Edexcel Chemistry 1CH0 

Edexcel Physics 1PH0 
 

Overview: 
There are two options for Key  

Stage 4 students. The majority of 

students take the Combined Science 

GCSE course with some opting for the 

separate sciences option. (There must 

be agreement that students wishing to 

choose this route can cope with the 

requirements.) 

 

Subject Content: 
The Combined Science GCSE involves 

biology, chemistry and physics content.  

The separate (triple) sciences route 

requires study for GCSE Biology, GCSE 

Chemistry and GCSE Physics. 

 

As practical work continues to be an 

important part of the subject there are 

a number of key practical activities 

which are examined within the final 

assessments.  

 

Assessment: 
Combined (double award) Science & 

Triple Science 

100% examination 

 
This consists of six externally examined 
papers, which are available at 
foundation and higher tier.   The triple 
Science papers will have additional 
questions to examine parts of the 
course not required for Combined 
Science. The Combined Science is a 
double award GCSE so students will 
receive 2 GCSE grades. Triple Science 
will receive three GCSE grades.  
 

General Comments: 
Further details about the course can be 

obtained from the Edexcel website: 

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/

qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-

2016.html 

Students’ 

Comments 
 

 

“Chemistry is  

good when we do 

practical work,  

it helps me  

to remember 

 things.” 

 

 

“I like physics  

– it explains 

everything.” 

 

 

“Biology is  

most interesting 

because it is  

about us 

and life.” 

 

 

“Separate Sciences  

is a lot of work, 

but I plan to do  

Science at A-Level,  

so it will be 

 worth it.” 

Career Opportunities: 
GCSE study in the sciences provides the foundation for understanding the material world. 

Scientific understanding is changing our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity. All students should 

learn essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science. They should gain 

appreciation of how the complex and diverse phenomena of the natural world can be described in terms of a 

small number of key ideas that relate to the sciences and that are both inter-linked and of universal application. 
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GCSE Geography 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description: 

Exam Board:  
AQA 

 

Overview: 
Students travel the world from the 

classroom, exploring a wide range of 

topics and gaining an understanding of 

their role in society by considering 

different viewpoints, values and 

attitudes.  We are confident that 

students will enjoy their learning as 

much as we enjoy teaching it! 

Geography is a highly-regarded GCSE 

that counts towards the EBacc 

qualification and is great preparation 

for A level and vocational qualifications 

alike. 

 

Subject Content: 
Topics include: 

Natural hazards; earthquakes and 

volcanic eruptions; climate change; 

tropical storms and extreme weather in 

the UK; physical landscapes in the UK; 

rivers and coasts; ecosystems; tropical 

rainforests and the distinctive 

characteristics of cold environments;  

urban issues and challenges; the 

development gap and why variations in 

quality of life exist; the management of 

resources such as water, energy and 

how resources can be managed more 

sustainably.   

 

 
 

 
 

Assessment: 
Paper 1 – Living with the Physical 

Environment (35% of GCSE). 

 

Paper 2 – Challenges in the Human 

Environment (35% of GCSE). 

 

Paper 3 – Geographical Applications 

(30% of GCSE). 

 

Students will undertake two fieldwork 

exercises during their GCSE.  Which are 

carefully designed to further students’ 

understanding of both physical and 

human geography. 

  

They will gain a wide range of practical 

skills and experiences.  The fieldwork 

will be written up formally, then 

students will sit an exam testing their 

understanding at the end of Year 11. 

 

General Comments: 
“Geography is not only up-to-date and 

relevant, it is one of the most exciting, 

adventurous and valuable subjects to 

study today.  

So many of the world's current 

problems boil down to geography, and 

need the geographers of the future to 

help us understand them.” 

 

Michael Palin 

 

Students’ 

Comments 
 

 

“You get to learn all 

about what is 

happening in the 

world, things like 

earthquakes and 

floods.” 

 

 

“It really helps me to 

understand the world 

around me.” 

 

 

“Of all your life 

choices this will be 

your finest.” 

Career Opportunities: 
Employers need bright, committed, inquisitive and determined individuals with the ability to draw on what is 

happening around them. A qualification in geography is greatly respected by universities and employers alike. 

It is a very popular GCSE and A level and is chosen by over 16,000 undergraduate students each year.   

Geography helps develop a whole range of employability skills including numeracy and teamwork through 

regular field trips and analytical skills.  It cultivates a world view which helps to make geographers well-rounded 

students. 
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GCSE History 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description: 

Exam Board:  
AQA 
 

Overview: 
Our GCSE course will fire the imagination 

of students and develop enquiring minds 

with a wide ranging syllabus which 

covers a broad mix of British and world 

history. 
 

Subject Content: 
Students continue their work from Year 

9 on 20th century history to complete an 

in-depth study into the Cold War, which 

focuses on the causes and events of the 

Cold War and seeks to develop an 

understanding of why it proved so 

difficult to resolve the tensions which 

prevailed at this time. 
 

They will undertake a thematic study to 

gain an understanding of how medicine 

and public health developed over time, 

from the Middle Ages to the modern 

day. 
 

This course includes an investigation into 

the expansion and conflict within 

America in the 19th century resulting in 

the resolution of the “Indian problem”.  

Students will study the political, social, 

economic and cultural changes of the 

time. 
  
Finally, they will complete an in-depth 

study on the last 35 years of Elizabeth I’s 

reign.  Students will study some of the 

major events of Elizabeth’s reign and the 

arising controversies. 

 

Assessment: 
Students complete two written 

examinations at the end of Year 11: 

 
Paper 1 - Understanding the Modern 

World (1hour 45 minutes, worth 50%) 

• America 1840-1895 Expansion 

and consolidation 

• Conflict and tension between 

East and West 1945-1972 

 

Paper 2 - Shaping the Nation (1hour 45 

minutes, worth 50%) 

• Britain – health and the people 

• Elizabethan England c.1568-

1603 

 

General Comments: 

 

History is a popular GCSE course 

which enjoys great success.  In 2019 

25% of students achieved a grade 7 

or above, but be prepared to work 

hard to get there! 

 

Further information about can be 

found here: 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/histo

ry/gcse/history-8145  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students’ 

Comments 

 
“History is my 

favourite subject.  The 

lessons are always 

interesting and I get 

lots of support from 

my teacher.”  

 

 

“The skills I’m 
learning in GCSE 
History are really 

useful in lots of my 
other subjects.”  

 
 

“I’ve really enjoyed 
learning about the 

Cold War, so much of 
it helps to explain the 

world we live in.” 
 
 

“GCSE History 
prepared me well for 

A-Levels.” 

 

Career Opportunities: 
History is a well-respected GCSE, which is valued by all branches of Higher Education and by employers.  The 

study of history provides students with the capacity for analysis and evaluation and the ability to understand 

complex decision-making processes and develop communication skills.  These skills are highly valued by 

employers and will benefit students in their working and social life.  The skills acquired through studying history 

particularly benefit those considering a career in Law, Commerce, Business, Media, the Civil Service and many 

other areas. 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145
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GCSE French/German/Spanish 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description: 

Exam Board:   
AQA 

Stand out, speak up, go far. 

#curious # empathetic # courteous 

 

Overview: 
You will study five contemporary 

cultural themes: 

• Identity & culture. 

• Local area, holiday, travel. 

• School. 

• Future aspirations, study and 

work. 

• International global dimension. 

 

You will immerse yourself in a world of 

different culture, communication 

challenges and problem solving. 

Learning another language strongly 

supports understanding in English 

whilst offering a range of transferable 

skills from cracking codes to expressing 

and justifying ideas- in another 

language. 

 

The GCSE course assesses all 4 skills – 

listening, reading, writing and speaking 

equally and students will build a range 

of strategies to allow them to craft 

both complex ideas and spontaneous 

responses. 

 

The topics covered complement other 

subjects –social issues, social media, 

jobs and further studies, they will set 

up students for a successful. 

Assessment: 
Four end of course externally 

examined papers (25% each) 

• Listening 

• Reading 

• Speaking 

• Writing 

 

Students will be entered for either 

Foundation or Higher tier for all 

papers. 

• Speaking assessment 

conducted by class teacher in 

April/May of Y11 

 

General Comments: 
A GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language 

allows students to develop their ability 

to communicate with native speakers 

of French, German or Spanish in both 

speaking and writing as well as building 

an awareness of different cultures. 

Students will develop language-

learning skills for immediate use and to 

prepare them for further language 

study and employment. 

 

Students’ 

Comments 
 

“By learning a 

language I am  

able to develop and 

improve 

 my confidence in  

speaking.” 

 

“Taking a language  

at GCSE has  

developed my  

speaking skills.   

The ability to  

speak and understand 

another language  

will improve my  

work choices.  

The trips are also 

fantastic!” 

 

“Learning a  

language has  

improved my 

communication skills, 

 it also looks really  

good on my CV!” 

 

“If you talk to a man in 

a language he 

understands, that goes 

to his head. If you talk 

to him in his language, 

that goes to his heart” 

Nelson Mandela 

 

 

Career Opportunities: 

Studying a language gives you a competitive edge in career choices as the demands for bilingual workers 

continues to rise. 
There are many professions and occupations where Modern Languages are desirable and will open up greater 

opportunities in your career, often with higher salaries. 

Increasingly, small and large firms operate on an international basis. This means that there can be opportunities to 

work with foreign customers and clients in the UK and in posts overseas. 

Sectors include: Finance, Law, Sales and Marketing, Transport and Tourism, hospitality, Food and Drink. 
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GCSE Art and Design 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description: 

Exam Board:  
AQA 
 

Overview: 
Students will have the opportunity to 
explore, experiment and practice 
techniques in a wide range of media 
and materials including acrylics, water 
colour, gouache paints, paper maché, 
inks, oil, chalk pastels, collage, 
charcoal, wire, spray paints and 3D 
materials. Understanding the 
properties and characteristics of these 
materials ensures the students are able 
to develop their own individual ideas 
and artwork. 

Students will be encouraged to be 
imaginative, creative and committed in 
their approach to their studies and will 
develop independent research study 
skills. ‘Home Learning’ is an essential 
part of the completion of all 
coursework and externally set 
assignments.   

Subject Content: 
The course will cover a range of areas 

of study, including classic genres such 

as: Landscape, Portrait, World Cultures 

Past and Present, Modern Art, 

Contemporary Art, Urban and Street 

Art. 
 

 
 

Assessment: 

100% coursework  
 
Component 1: Portfolio (60% of overall 
mark). 
Component 2: Externally set 
assignment (40% of the overall mark). 
 
Component 1: 
Students must produce a sustained 
project evidencing their research into a 
wide variety of artists. Developmental 
work of ideas from this research and 
the production of ‘Final Pieces’ is 
required. 
The component is designed to provide 

opportunities for students to respond 

creatively to their own experiences, 

environment and culture. 

Component 2: 

Students choose one topic from seven 

set ‘starting points’ and have eight 

weeks to research and make 

preliminary studies.  The exam is a ten-

hour practical over two days in which 

students complete a Final Piece they 

have designed from their research, 

ideas and experimentation. 

 
General Comments: 

Students wanting to study an art 
subject at college benefit greatly from 
having first studied GCSE Art and 
Design. 
They are able to build valuable skills 
that allow them to gain higher grades 
at A level and develop a stronger 
personal portfolio. 
 

 

 

 

Students’ 

Comments 
 

 

“I have enjoyed using 

mixed-media and 

having the freedom to 

express my character 

through my art.” 

 

 

“Going to the Tate, 

gave me inspiration 

and good ideas.” 

 

 

“I enjoy Home 

Learning as it helps 

me to think of more 

creative ideas.” 

 

 

“I like that we work 

on different things 

and not everyone is 

doing the same.” 

 

“I am always doing 
that which I cannot 

do, in order that I may 
learn how to do it.” 

Pablo Picasso 
 

Career Opportunities: 
The course is a good preparation for progression to A Levels in: Fine Art, Graphic Design, and Communication, 
Animation, Photography or another similar college/vocational courses.  It could lead towards a career in fine art, 
new media, games development, games technologies and more.  Previous students have gone on to study 
Textiles, Fine Art, Graphics, Illustration, History of Art and Archaeology. 
 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/p/pablopicas107571.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/p/pablopicas107571.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/p/pablopicas107571.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/p/pablopicas107571.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/p/pablopicas107571.html
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GCSE Photography 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description: 
Exam Board: 
AQA 
 

Overview: 
Students will have the opportunity to 
explore, and demonstrate skills and 
techniques in a wide range of 
photographic methods and to explore 
the formal elements of line, form, colour, 
tone, pattern and texture in the context 
of lens-based and digital-based media. 
Understanding the properties and 
characteristics of these elements ensures 
the students are able to develop their 
own individual ideas and creativity 
within photography. 

Students will be encouraged to be 
imaginative, creative and committed in 
their approach to their studies in 
photography and will develop 
independent research study skills. ‘Home 
Learning’ is an essential part of the 
completion of their ‘portfolio’ and an 
externally set assignment. 

Subject Content: 
The areas of study will be from a 
combination of Portraiture, Landscape, 
Still Life, Documentary and Fine Art 
photography, photography involving a 
moving image (television, film and 
animation) and new media practice such 
as computer manipulated photography. 
 

Assessment: 
100% coursework  
 
Component 1: Portfolio  
(60% of overall mark). 
 
Component 2: Externally set assignment 
(40% of the overall mark). 
 
Component 1: 
Students must produce a sustained 
project evidencing their research into a 
wide variety of photographers. 
Developmental work of ideas from this 
research and the production of a ‘Final 
Series’ of photographs is required. 
The component is designed to provide 

opportunities for students to respond 

creatively to their own experiences, 

environment and culture.  

Component 2: 

Students choose one topic from seven set 

‘starting points’ and have eight weeks to 

research and plan photo-shoots and edit 

and develop ideas.  The exam is a ten-

hour practical over two days in which 

students complete a ‘Final Series’ of 

photographs they have designed from 

their research, ideas and 

experimentation. 

 

General Comments: 
Students wanting to study a digital media 
based subject at college benefit greatly 
from having first studied GCSE 
Photography.  
They are able to build valuable skills that 
allow them to gain higher grades at A 
level and develop a stronger personal 
portfolio. 
 

 

 

 

Students’ 

Comments 
 

 

“I have enjoyed the 

course because there 

is a lot to do and 

something for 

everyone, ranging 

from Photoshop to 

taking images.” 

 

 

“I have enjoyed being 

able to independently 

work on projects with 

guidance when 

needed and learning 

different Photoshop 

skills.” 

 

 

“I like the fact that we 

can layout our work 

as we like and I 

enjoyed the trip to 

London.” 

 

“It is an illusion that 
photos are made with 
the camera… they are 

made with the eye, 
heart and head.” 

Henri Cartier-Bresson 
 

Career Opportunities: 
The course is a good preparation for progression to A Levels in: Graphic Design, and Communication, Animation, 
Photography or another suitable college/vocational courses. BTEC level courses in Creative and digital media, 
Film and Television. It could lead towards a career in the Creative industries and students have gone on to 
study; Creative and digital media, Photography, film, games development, games technologies and more.   
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GCSE Textile Design 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Course Description: 
Exam Board:  
AQA 
 

Overview: 
Students will have the opportunity to 
explore, experiment and practice 
techniques in a wide range of textile 
methods such as fabric printing, tie dye, 
batik, spraying, transfer, fabric 
construction, stitching and fabric 
manipulation. Understanding the 
properties and characteristics of these 
materials ensures the students are able to 
develop their own individual ideas and 
textile designs. 

Students will be encouraged to be 
imaginative, creative and committed in 
their approach to their studies in textile 
design and will develop independent 
research study skills. ‘Home Learning’ is an 
essential part of the completion of all 
coursework and the externally set 
assignment. 
 

Subject Content: 
The areas of study will be from a 
combination of art textiles, fashion design 
and illustration, costume design, 
constructed textiles, printed and dyed 
textiles, surface pattern, stitched and/or 
embellished textiles, soft furnishings 
and/or textiles for interiors, digital textiles, 
and installed textiles. 
The Units of Study are designed to provide 
opportunities for students to study 
modern, contemporary and historical 
artists, craftspeople and fashion designers 
from different cultures.  

 
 

Assessment: 
100% coursework  
 
Component 1: Portfolio  
(60% of overall mark). 
 
Component 2: Externally set assignment 
(40% of the overall mark). 
 
Component 1: 
Students must produce a sustained project 
evidencing their research into a wide 
variety of textile designers and artists. 
Developmental work of ideas from this 
research and the production of ‘Final 
Pieces’ is also required. 
The component is designed to provide 

opportunities for students to respond 

creatively to their own experiences, 

environment and culture.  

Component 2: 

Students choose one topic from seven set 

questions and have eight weeks to research 

and make preliminary studies.  They then 

have a ten-hour practical exam over two 

days to complete a Textile Final Piece they 

have designed from their research, ideas 

and experimentation. 

 

General Comments: 
Students wanting to study an art subject at 
college benefit greatly from having first 
studied GCSE Textiles.  
They are able to build valuable skills that 
allow them to gain higher grades at A level 
and develop a stronger personal portfolio.  
 

 

 

 

Students’ 

Comments 

 

 

“I have really enjoyed 

free machine 

embroidery and 

developing my own 

ideas.” 

 

 

“I actually feel like I 

am learning.” 

 

 

“….enjoyed learning 

new textile artists and 

being creative.” 

 

 

“I like how we have 

the freedom to do 

what we want, like 

decorating our 

pages…” 

 

“Fashion is very 
important. It is life-
enhancing and like 

everything that gives 
pleasure, it is worth 

doing well.” 
Vivienne Westwood 

 

Career Opportunities: 
The course is a good preparation for progression to A Levels in: Fine Art, Graphic Design, and Communication, 
Animation, Photography or another suitable college/vocational courses.  It could lead towards a career in fine 
art, new media, games development, games technologies and more.  Previous students have gone on to study 
Textiles, Fine Art, Graphics, Illustration, History of Art and Archaeology. 

 



 
 

Opportunity Endeavour Achievement 

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Course Description: 

Exam Board:  
Eduqas  
 

Overview: 
This course is a must for anyone who 

wishes to develop their practical skills and 

to develop an understanding of nutrition, 

food preparation, food safety and food 

storage.  

The course enables learners to make 

connections between theory and practice 

so that they are able to apply their 

understanding of food science and 

nutrition to practical cooking. 

Subject Content: 

The course comprises six units:  
 

1. Food commodities  
2. Principles of nutrition  
3. Diet and good health  
4. The science of food  
5. Where food comes from  
6. Cooking and food preparation 

This content is covered through six 
commodity groups, one of which is studied 
each half term in Year 10.  The commodity 
groups are Fruits and Vegetables; Dairy 
Foods; Cereals; Meat; Fish and Eggs; Fats, 
Oils and Sugars; Non Meat Alternatives.  

Students are required to bring weighed out 
ingredients into school for practical lessons 
once a week.  Without ingredients 
students are unable to learn the culinary 
skills required for the exam. 

 

 

Assessment: 

There are TWO units: 

Unit 1 (exam): Principles of Food and 

Nutrition (50%)  

Written Paper: 1 hour 30 minutes 

Unit 2 Food and Nutrition practical 

tasks (50 %) 

Assessment 1 – Evidence written 

portfolio into a scientific investigation 

(1500-2000 words, 30 marks)  

Assessment 2 – Evidence written 

portfolio (15 pages plus a 3-hour 

Controlled Practical Assessment) 

General Comments: 

You will develop your food preparation 

and food handling skills through 

regular participation in practical 

sessions which will involve meal 

production, experimental work, food 

testing and modifying recipes.  

You will be able to demonstrate the 
following techniques: 

Knife skills; prepare fruits and 

vegetables; prepare, combine and 

shape; tenderise and marinate; select 

and adjust a cooking process; 

preparation of ingredients and 

equipment; water-based methods 

using the hob; make sauces; use of 

raising agents; make a dough; test for 

readiness; judge and manipulate 

sensory properties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students’ 

Comments  
 

 

“Most lessons you get 

to cook.” 

 

 

“You learn lots of 

techniques that you 

have never heard of.” 

 

 

“You get to taste 

what you have 

cooked at the end of 

the lesson.” 

 

 

“You can see what 

you have achieved at 

the end of the lesson.” 

 

 

“Cooking is hard 

work, but it’s really 

rewarding at the 

same time.” 

 

Career Opportunities: 
Studying GCSE Food and Nutrition can lead to many careers in the food and catering industry: Environmental 

Health, Food Microbiologist, Food Technologist, Food Scientist, Food Researcher, Sensory Science, Retail Buyer, 

Product Development, Quality Control, Food Manufacture, Dietician. 

 



 
 

Opportunity Endeavour Achievement 

WJEC Award Engineering Studies 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description: 

Exam Board:  

WJEC  

 

Overview: 

Engineering Design  

Producing Engineering Products  

Solving Engineering Problems  

 

Subject Content: 

• Unit 1: Engineering Design  
The purpose of this unit is for learners to 
analyse engineered products in order to 
propose design solutions to meet 
requirements. What makes an MP3 
player work? How can you make a games 
controller for young children? 
In this unit, you will learn about the 
design process. You will learn how to 
analyse a product so you can see what 
features make it work and how it meets 
certain requirements. You will learn how 
to take ideas from different products in 
order to produce a design specification 
for a new product. 

• Unit 2: Producing Engineering Products 
The purpose of this unit is for learners to 
use their skills to produce an engineered 
product. What are Vernier callipers? 
How do I know how to make something?  
Can you use computers in engineering? 
Production engineers and skilled 
machinists will use a range of 
engineering processes, equipment and 
tools to make engineered products. 
Through this unit, you will learn to 
interpret different types of engineering 
information in order to plan how to 
make engineered products. 

•Unit 3: Solving Engineering Problems 

 90-minute examination, 60 marks 

Three questions on each paper and each 

question will have an applied problem 

solving scenario.  

  

Graded Level 1 Pass, Level 2 Pass, Level 2 

Merit and Level 2 Distinction 

 

Assessment: 

WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in 

Engineering units 1 and 2 are assessed 

through controlled internal assessment 

Unit 3, external assessment. 

 

General Comments: 

The successful completion of this 
qualification could provide the learner 
with opportunities to access a range of 
Level 3 qualifications including GCE, 
apprenticeships and vocationally related 
qualifications.  

These include: • GCE in Engineering • 

GCE in Design & Technology • Principal 

Learning Level 3 in Engineering • 
Apprenticeships in Engineering. 

 
 

 

 

Career Opportunities: 
This Vocational Award, together with a similar qualification in English, Maths and Science is a gateway to many 

exciting careers and study at higher levels. 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) subjects are vital to the country’s economic and social 

development. 

 

Students’ 

Comments 
 

 

“Engineering is a 

great career.” 

 

 

“I really like the 

practical.” 

 

 

“I want to be involved 

in a hands on career.” 

 

 

“Practical Physics!” 

 

 

“So pleased that this 

was on offer. I love 

it.” 

 



 
 

Opportunity Endeavour Achievement 

BTEC Technical Award in Enterprise (Level 1/2) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Course Description: 
Exam Board:  

Edexcel 

 

Overview: 

This course is for learners who wish to 

acquire knowledge and skills through 

vocational contexts by studying the 

knowledge, behaviours and skills 

related to researching, planning, 

pitching and reviewing an enterprise 

idea. The qualification enables learners 

to develop their technical skills, such as 

market research skills, planning, 

promotional and financial skills using 

realistic work scenarios and personal 

skills, (such as monitoring own 

performance, time management and 

problem solving), through a practical 

and skills-based approach to learning 

and assessment. 

 

Subject Content: 

The work that is completed, the 

assignments that are written and 

performance in certain situations will 

be assessed continuously throughout 

the course. Students taking this course 

have the opportunity to gain the 

equivalent of one GCSE. To gain a 

Technical Award you will need to study 

the following three components: 

 

1) Exploring enterprises. 

2) Planning for and pitching an 

enterprise activity. 

3) Promotion and finance for 

enterprise. 

  

Assessment: 

Component Subject Assessed 

1 
Exploring 

enterprises 
Internal 

assessment 

2 

Planning for 
and pitching 
an enterprise 

activity 

Internal 
assessment 

3 
Promotion and 

finance for 
enterprise 

Examination 

 

Components 1 and 2 are assessed by 
means of a coursework portfolio with 
the last component completed as a 
synopsis activity, assessed by Edexcel.  
 
The qualification is graded over seven 
grades from Level 1 Pass to Level 2 
Distinction *. Students must achieve all 
components at a minimum of Level 1 
Pass to be awarded the qualification. 
 

 

General Comments: 

This course is very much design 

focused. Being an imaginative thinker 

would be an advantage as learners 

need to produce reports in response to 

an open brief with no definitive correct 

answer. Due to the nature of the 

course, students will be continuously 

developing reports as part of their 

coursework portfolio. Having a five-

page report on a local enterprise could 

be just one short task. The more you 

put in the more you will gain! 

 

Students’ 

Comments 
 

 

 “It is a subject that 

feels grown up. I like 

how I am doing a 

course that isn’t 

delivered at  

Key Stage 3.” 

 

 

“Although the content 

can be difficult at 

times, it is interesting 

to learn about 

business and aspects 

around it. I even talk 

about my uncle’s 

business!” 

 

 

“I am enjoying it so 

much and find it so 

interesting that I am 

going to continue 

with the BTEC Level 3 

course at college.” 

 

 

“What I like is feeling 

I am succeeding 

throughout the 

course. You can see 

what marks you are 

gaining after each 

submission of 

coursework.” 

 

Career Opportunities: 

This course, which is GCSE equivalent, can be useful for absolutely every job.  Business & Enterprise is 
particularly relevant if you want work in Human Resources, Marketing or Finance in a small or large business.  It 
is also relevant if you want to work as an Accountant, Stock Broker, Recruitment Consultant, or want to be an 
entrepreneur and set up your own business. 

This BTEC Tech award in Enterprise is useful if you want to study BTEC Business at Level 3 or A Level Business. 



 
 

Opportunity Endeavour Achievement 

BTEC Technical Award in Health & Social Care (Level 1/2) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description: 
Exam Board: 
Edexcel 

 

Overview: 

This course gives students the 
opportunity to develop knowledge and 
skills in three main areas, each given 
equal importance.  
 

1. Human Lifespan Development 
Understanding human growth 
and development across life 
stages and the factors that 
affect it. Investigating how 
individuals deal with life 
events.  
 

2. Health and Social Care 
Services and Values  
Understanding the differences 
between health care and social 
care and how they are closely 
linked. 

 
3. Health and Well-being 

Factors which can have a 
positive or negative influence 
on a person’s health and 
wellbeing. Interpreting lifestyle 
indicators and what they mean 
for someone’s state of health. 
Exploring the difficulties 
people may face when trying 

to make changes to lifestyle.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment:  
 
Component Subject Assessed 

1 
Human 
Lifespan 
Development 

Internal 
assessment 

2 

Health and 
Social Care 
Services and 
Values 

Internal 
assessment 

3 
Health and 
Well-Being 

Examination 

  
The examination is 2 hours and will be 
verified externally.  It takes the form of 
a case study. Students are asked to 
assess an individual’s health and well-
being.  Drawing on their understanding 
of life events they will design a health 
improvement plan based upon their 
knowledge of services and care values.  
 
The qualification is graded over seven 
grades from Level 1 Pass to Level 2 
Distinction *. Students must achieve all 
components at a minimum of Level 1 
Pass to be awarded the qualification. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Students’ 
Comments 

 
 

“I think it would open 

a lot of doors and 

career options for me 

when I’m older.” 

“I want to be a 

teacher and it seems 

like a pretty cool thing 

to have.” 

“I would choose it as 

an option because 

when I’m older I want 

to be a foster carer.” 

“I would like to do 

this, I have always 

been interested in 

medicine and care.” 

“Yes I think I would 

choose this as I am 

interested in 

becoming a doctor.” 

“I really care about 

older people and I 

think I would really 

enjoy it.” 

 

Career Opportunities: 

This vocational course is a good introduction for anyone who is interested in caring for others in a health or social 
care setting.  Whether you choose nursing, caring for the elderly, the young or those with learning difficulties, this 
course offers a foundation to working with those in our society who are vulnerable, providing physical, emotional 
and social support. 1.7 million people are employed by the NHS and 26% of those are nurses and midwives. This 
course will prepare you for progression to a Level 3 programme at College.  

 
 



 
 

Opportunity Endeavour Achievement 

OCR Cambridge National Child Development (Level 1/2) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description: 
Exam Board: 
OCR 

 

Overview 

During this course, students will 

investigate each stage of the child from 

conception to birth and beyond.  

The qualification is split into 3 units:  

 

Health and wellbeing for children  

This unit provides an overview of the 

roles and responsibilities of 

parenthood, from pre-conception 

through antenatal to postnatal care. 

Students develop an appreciation of 

the importance of creating the best 

conditions for a child to thrive. 

 

Equipment and nutritional needs  

Students learn about the range of 

equipment and nutritional and hygiene 

requirements of children from birth to 

five years, and they demonstrate in a 

practical activity how these needs are 

met to promote a child’s development 

and well-being. 

 

Development from birth to five years  

Students investigate the 

developmental norms of children and 

develop an understanding of the 

impact of play on the developmental 

norms. They apply and demonstrate 

their knowledge and understanding 

through practical activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment 

The components are interrelated and 

they are best seen as part of an 

integrated whole rather than as totally 

distinct study areas. 

Component Subject Assessed 

1 

Health and 

wellbeing for 

children  

Examination 
(1 hr 15 
mins) 

2 

Equipment 

and nutritional 

needs  

Internal 
assessment 

3 

Development 

from birth to 

five years  

Internal 
assessment 

 

Students are given the opportunity to 

build their confidence in understanding 

the sector, vocational contexts and 

vocational attributes during the course 

of study before they are assessed.  

The external assessment requires 

students to demonstrate their 

knowledge and understanding of child 

development by considering how 

individual circumstances across the 

five areas of development affect a 

child’s ability or capacity to learn 

through play and meet expected 

development milestones. They will 

apply their knowledge of techniques 

and skills to adapt activities to meet 

the individual circumstances that 

children may experience to ensure that 

all children play, learn and develop. 

 
 

 

 
 

Students’ Comments 

‘I would really enjoy 

working with young 

children and see it as 

a career option.’  

‘I am interested in 

becoming a Primary 

School Teacher and 

think this would be an 

excellent first step 

towards a good 

career.’ 

 ‘I would really like to 

do this subject; I’ve 

always been 

interested in working 

as a youth worker.’  

‘I would choose this as 

an option because 

when I’m older I 

would like to become 

a Midwife.’  

‘I’m not sure which 

career I want to 

follow but I think this 

is a good option 

because I want to 

work with children 

who are deaf’  

Career Opportunities 

This qualification prepares students to enter employment or apprenticeships, or for a move to higher education 

to study a degree in the early childhood or childhood and youth areas or in related sectors such as nursing and 

social care. The early years sector focuses on the learning, development and care of children from birth to five 

years. In the UK, there are approximately 2 million childcare places for children aged under five and many 

different types of early years settings, ranging from childminders and nannies, to nurseries, crèches and 

preschools. Knowledge of child development is also important in a variety of healthcare roles such as 

paediatricians, psychologists, occupational therapists and speech and language therapists. 

 



 
 

Opportunity Endeavour Achievement 

OCR Cambridge National Creative iMedia Level 1/2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description: 

Exam Board:  
OCR 

Overview: 
This vocational qualification is 

equivalent to one GCSE and is accepted 

by colleges as such. It focuses on the 

practical application of new technology. 

Students learn new skills and the course 

encourages independence, creativity 

and organisation using technology. 

Creative iMedia has been designed to 

be creative, practical and relevant. It 

includes content on multimedia, 

website and computer game 

development as well as essential 

planning skills for any digital project.  

Subject Content: 
The course is split into four modules;  

Pre-production Skills  

Understand, plan, produce and review 

pre-production documents such as 

mood boards, storyboards, mind maps, 

scripts and visualisation diagrams as 

well as understand relevant legislation. 

Digital graphics  

Explore, plan, create and review a 

digital graphic using graphic software 

(Photoshop). 

Web design 

Gain the skills required to create a 

multipage website in response to a 

client’s requirements. 

Game concepts  

Create an imaginative game, 

developing the whole product from 

initial ideas; creating the game; testing 

and reviewing it as a user. 

as a user. 

•  

Assessment: 
The course is assessed through one 
examination and the submission of 3 
Controlled Assessments. Each section is 
25% of the overall grade. 
Qualification grades are; 
Distinction*, Distinction, Merit or Pass 
at Level 2 or 1  
 

The 1hr 15 min examination is a written 
exam sat in Year 10 and assesses pre-
production skills. It includes the use of 
technical terminology and long style 
questions that require students to 
review a given document focussing on 
its strengths and weaknesses as well as 
whether it is fit for purpose. 
 

The other three modules are all 
completed in class, marked internally 
and then moderated externally. 
 

General Comments: 
This course is design focused.  Being an 

imaginative thinker would be an 

advantage as learners need to produce 

creative products in response to an 

open brief with no definitive correct 

answer.  

Students also need to review their own, 

and others, work and positively critique 

it. 

The demand for computing skills and 

knowledge is growing as jobs are 

increasingly becoming dependant on 

technology. Jobs requiring these skills 

have higher salaries.  

Did you know that women in 

technology based careers are 

outnumbered 4 to 1 by men? 

 

Students’ 

Comments 
 

 

“I’m really enjoying 

Creative iMedia, the 

pre-production skills 

are really 

interesting.” 

 

“I love this because it 

gives me insight into 

how to be creative 

and expressive 

digitally. It is an 

interesting and 

unique course.” 

 

“I love the practical 

side of the course.” 

 

“I like this because I 

am learning a range 

of skills needed in 

other subjects such as 

drama. I am also able 

to apply my creativity 

in interesting ways.” 

 

“I’ve enjoyed learning 

about legislation and I 

am also looking 

forward to learning 

how to design 

websites and create 

games.” 

 

Career Opportunities: 
The skills gained on this course are invaluable regardless of the career you go into. With the ability to create websites 

and apps, you have the opportunity to be entrepreneurial and create your own products.  The skills that you develop 

are relevant to today’s use of technology, where the internet and mobile applications are our main work and leisure 

activities.  

Creative iMedia gives a good grounding for further study of Technology and for the world of work. Career choices 

would include working in marketing, advertising, Graphic Designer, Website Designer, Video Games Programmer.   



 
 

Opportunity Endeavour Achievement 

GCSE Computer Science 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Course Description: 

Exam Board:  
OCR 

 

Overview: 
GCSE Computer Science explores the 

technological aspects of computer 

usage. The course is designed to give 

students an insight into computers as a 

piece of hardware: how the physical 

components of a computer work, how 

computers manipulate and interpret 

information and how computers display 

and communicate information. 

Computational thinking is at the heart 

of this qualification and is a skill that can 

readily be applied to other subject 

areas and technical career pathways. 

 

Subject Content: 
The course is split into three parts: 

 

• Computer systems and their 

architecture, computer 

networks as well as the ethical, 

cultural and legal 

considerations in computer 

usage.  

• Logical thinking including 

understanding of why and how 

a computer uses binary and 

problem solving. 

• Creating algorithms and 

programming. 

 

Assessment: 
The course is assessed through two 
examinations and a programming 
project.  
 
Exam 1 Computer Systems  
(1 hour 30 minutes). 
 
Exam 2 Computational Thinking, 
Algorithms and Programming 
(1 hour 30 minutes). 
 
Programming skills, using Python, are 
taught throughout the course and are 
assessed using an extended 
programming opportunity that covers 
developing a solution to a given 
problem, designing and testing code, 
then evaluating its effectiveness. 
 

General Comments: 
This course does require a high level of 

mathematical skill. It is recommended 

that students choosing this option are 

in the higher maths classes. There are 

also questions that require you to 

discuss modern technology, discussing 

advantages, disadvantages and impact 

on modern day life. 

The demand for computing skills and 

knowledge is growing as jobs are 

increasingly becoming dependant on 

technology. Jobs requiring these skills 

have higher salaries.  

Did you know that women in 

technology based careers are 

outnumbered 4 to 1 by men? 

Students’ 

Comments 
 

 

“Computer science is 

like having x-ray 

vision, I know and can 

understand what is 

going on behind the 

computer screen.” 

 

 

“Computer Science is 

good because it 

makes you think; you 

can develop your 

logical skills.” 

 

 

“I have enjoyed 

learning python and 

when your program 

works it is a great 

feeling” 

 

“Discussing 

technology and where 

it can lead you, both 

in life and as a career, 

has really made me 

think about what I 

want to do” 

skills.” 

Career Opportunities: 
GCSE Computer Science is becoming a sought after qualification in industries such as the Nuclear sector, Public 
sector including Police, Armed Forces, NHS and the private sector such as aerospace, financial, manufacturing 
and retail.  There are also growing career opportunities in robotics, cyber security, cyber-crime, software and 
game development, computer analysts and also network security. 
The next steps for learners studying computer science are: 

• A-level Computing  

• Vocational IT qualifications and apprenticeships 

• Industry-standard IT qualifications  

• Degree courses in Computing, Cyber Security, Engineering and Science 



 
 

Opportunity Endeavour Achievement 

GCSE Dance 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description: 

Exam Board:   
AQA 

 

Overview: 
The Dance GCSE course is mainly 

delivered through practical exploration 

and expression. 60% of the course is 

devoted to students’ practical work, 

with a written examination 

representing 40%. This course is 

excellent for students that want to 

express themselves through 

choreography, routines and dance 

appreciation. The course allows 

students to draw from their previous 

experiences and begin new journeys 

through many styles of dance.  

 

Subject Content: 
The course is broken down into two 

components:  

 

Component 1: Performance and 

Choreography  

Practical (80 marks – 60%)  

Performance: Solo performance and 

performance in duet/trio. 

Choreography: Solo or group 

choreography. 

 

Component 2: Dance Appreciation 

Written (80 marks – 40%)  

Critical appreciation of professional 

works from Dance Anthology. 
 

Assessment: 
You will be assessed through practical 

and written work. The written exam 

focuses on your understanding of 

dance in a variety of ways, and you will 

study works from the Dance 

Anthology.  

 

Additionally, students will be examined 

in their knowledge of choreography 

and rehearsal processes. Students will 

be expected to answer questions on 

the works and theoretical elements 

studied throughout the course. 

 

General Comments: 
GCSE Dance has been running for 2 

years now following the success of the 

Dance Showcase. This course allows 

you to have the opportunity to develop 

your choreographic skills, learn 

routines and take part in workshops 

lead by industry professionals. This 

course is perfect for any student that 

loves to dance. Open to all students 

that want to develop rhythm, creativity 

and expression.  
 
 

 

 

 

Students’ 

Comments: Dance 

Club 
 

“I can’t wait until I get 

to choose my options 

in year 9: I definitely 

want to choose 

Dance.” 

 

 

“Dance has given me 

so much confidence 

and the ability to 

express myself.” 

 

 

 

“I really like to 

choreograph and 

learn routines.” 

 

 

 

“When I am dancing I 

feel I can be anyone 

that I want to be.” 

 

 

 

“I am interested to 

learn about famous 

choreographers.” 

 

Career Opportunities: 
GCSE Dance will provide students with necessary transferable skills including confidence, teamwork, 

communication and organisation. Career paths could include: Professional dancer, Choreographer, Dance 

Principal of your own school, Dance Teacher, Dance Examiner, TV/Film work and many more.  

 



 
 

Opportunity Endeavour Achievement 

GCSE Drama 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description: 

Exam Board: 

Edexcel 

 

Overview: 

Drama GCSE provides students with the 

opportunity to practically explore interesting 

concepts, themes and issues whilst learning a 

wide range of theatrical forms and styles. 

Students work creatively and collaboratively 

to produce work they have complete 

ownership over and perform scripted pieces 

demonstrating understanding of dramatic 

intentions; developing confidence and self-

belief.  

 

Students learn about all aspects of how great 

theatre is formed, produced and 

communicated. The course guides students 

to become creative thinkers as well as 

disciplined performers and this work is 

evidenced in two practical performances 

(60%), a written portfolio and a written exam 

(40%). 

 

Drama is an exciting and engaging subject, 

historical, whilst relevant, empowering and 

innovative. It mirrors societies and allows for 

the development of individual empathy. 

 
Subject Content: 
The areas of study are physical theatre, epic 
theatre, theatre of cruelty, devising and 
collaboration, script work, characterisation, 
explorative strategies and technical design 
elements such as lighting, sound, costume 
and set design.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment: 

Component 1 – 40%  

Devising; this component is prominently 

practical with a supporting portfolio outlining 

decisions and developments of the practical 

journey. Students have creative license over 

this work, guided only by an initial stimulus 

provided to them by their teacher. Students 

can perform in a style of their choice, a 

character of their own making and on the 

subject matter they are truly passionate 

about. This is a favourite with students as the 

possibilities for creative impact are so vast. 

 

Component 2 – 20%  

Performance of a Text; this unit is externally 

assessed by a visiting examiner and students 

perform two learnt pieces of script. Students 

have the choice to perform a monologue, 

duologue or as part of a group. The unit 

provides students with the skills to delve into 

a playwright’s decision making, consider 

intentions, motivations and characterisations 

of specific characters. Students practice the 

discipline of line learning and taking a script 

from ‘page to stage.’ 

 

Component 3 – 40%  

Written Exam; this 1hr and 45 min exam 

consolidates the students learning of how to 

produce successful theatre and their ability 

to recognise and comment on it successfully. 

The exam is made up of study a text and 

evaluation of a live theatre performance.  

 

General Comments: 

This course will also develop invaluable 

personal and professional skills. Students will 

develop confidence, self-discipline, the ability 

to reflect and analyse, problem solves, think 

creatively, develop leadership skills, 

communication skills, empathy and 

resilience. 

 

 

 

 

Students’ 

Comments 
 

“Drama develops your 

ability to understand 

another person’s 

perceptive.” 

 

 

“Drama is a way to 

express your 

creativity in a safe 

and accepting 

environment" 

 

 

“Drama to me is being 

able to express myself 

in any creative, 

escaping reality and 

enabling you to play 

someone who could 

have a totally 

different. I find it 

fascinating.” 

 

 

“I like the open 

community feel 

drama lesson have, 

they allow me to 

develop my 

confidence, self-

esteem and 

understand who I am 

as a person.” 

Career Opportunities: 

 A GCSE in Drama shows an employer that a student has confidence, good communication skills and an ability to work 

independently. It is an excellent subject to take in order to show diversity of interest and creativity. This qualification also assists 

students pursuing a career working with people, sales, marketing, journalism, media, law and of course jobs with the 

entertainment industry including Theatre, Television and film production. 

The course is good preparation for progression to A levels in drama, theatre studies, musical theatre, communication studies, 

hospitality, education, phycology and other creative industries. Previous students have gone on to study drama, acting, theatre 

studies, television production, performance, media studies, politics and education.  

 

 



 
 

Opportunity Endeavour Achievement 

OCR Cambridge National in Sport (Level 1/2) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description:  

Exam Board:  

OCR (Cambridge National) Sports Science 

 

Overview: 

The OCR National courses are suitable for 

those who wish to go on to study A levels 

or BTEC Level 3 at college. The learning 

style of the course prepares students for 

the independent study skills they will need 

at college as well as testing their ability to 

show an understanding of the course in an 

exam environment. 

The Sport Science course is more closely 

linked to A Level content but also allows 

cross over to BTEC. 
 

Involvement in extra-curricular activities 

both in and out of school will enable 

success in the Sport Science course. 
 

Subject Content: Students will complete 

four units 

1) Reducing the risk of sports injuries 

Assessment: External Assessment (Exam) – 

25% of final mark. 

2) Applying principles of training 

Assessment: Combination - Written 

Assignment and Practical Performance – 

25% of final mark 

3) The body’s response to physical activity 

Assessment: Written Assignment – 25% of 

final mark 

4) Sports nutrition 

Assessment: Written Assignment – 25% of 

final mark. 
 

 

 

 

 

Course Description:  

Exam Board:  

OCR (Cambridge National) Sports Studies 
 

Overview: 

The OCR National courses are suitable for 

those who wish to go on to study A levels or 

BTEC Level 3 at college. The learning style of 

the course prepares students for the 

independent study skills they will need at 

college as well as testing their ability to show 

an understanding of the course in an exam 

environment. 

The Sport Studies course is more closely 

linked to BTEC level 3 content but also allows 

cross over to A Level. 
 

Involvement in extra-curricular activities both 

in and out of school will enable success in the 

Sport Studies course. 
 

Subject Content: Students will complete four 

units 

1) Contemporary issues in sport 

Assessment:  External Assessment (Exam) – 

25% of final mark. 

2) Developing sports skills 

Assessment: Combination - Written 

Assignment and Practical Performance – 25% 

of final mark 

3) Sports leadership 

Assessment: Combination - Written 

Assignment and Practical Performance – 25% 

of final mark 

4) Sport and the media 

Assessment: Written Assignment – 25% of 

final mark. 

 

Students’ 

Comments 
 

 

“I would definitely 

recommend the 

course as the 

practical standard is 

much a higher 

intensity than core 

PE.” 

 

 

“I didn’t realise it 

would be this hard 

and that I would 

push myself as 

much as I have…it is 

all about what you 

need to do to 

improve.” 

 

 

“It is fun and you 

learn a lot too. The 

whole thing is really 

hard, but it is good 

to be challenged.” 

Career Opportunities: 
Both courses can lead on to advanced level study in PE (A Level or BTEC Level 3), that in turn can lead on to Higher 

Education courses at college or university.  Qualifications in sport can lead to a number of careers within the growing sports 

industry sector.  This can include Sports Coaching, PE Teaching, Personal Training or Sports Psychology, Physiotherapy or 

other areas of Sports Development. 

 

General Comments: 

Further PE courses give students the opportunity to analyse and develop all areas of their 

sport as a performer and also as a leader or official. 

 



 
 

Opportunity Endeavour Achievement 

Philosophy & Ethics: GCSE Religious Studies  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description: 
Exam Board: 
AQA 
 

Overview: 
We use ‘AQA Religious Studies’ as 
our vehicle for further exploring 
Philosophy and Ethics at GCSE 
level. 
GCSE Religious Studies offers students 
the opportunity for the thematic study 
of religion and religious responses to 
fundamental questions of life. Such as 
“Why are we here?”, “What is the 
purpose of human existence?” and 
“How can I best live my life?” 

Subject Content: 
• Through studying this course, students 

are encouraged to: 

• Develop their interest and 
enthusiasm for the study of 
philosophic and ethical 
responses to questions such as 
“Why are we here” and “How 
should I live my life” 

• Develop their knowledge, skills 
and understanding of the ways 
humans think when faced with 
deep questions by exploring 
the impact of beliefs, 
teachings, practices, ways of 
life and forms of expressing 
meaning. 

Express their personal responses and 

informed insights on fundamental 

questions. 

 

 
 

Assessment: 
Assessment is by two examinations at 

the end of Year 11, each worth 50% of 

the final grade. 

 

There is no coursework or controlled 

assessment element to this 

qualification. 

 

General Comments: 
As part of the course students learn 

about how humans think and how we 

can focus and organise our thoughts 

effectively to maximise their effect. 

This is part of traditional philosophical 

method and training which our 

students benefit greatly from; often 

they find the patterns and methods of 

thinking they develop are of benefit to 

them in other subjects also. 

 

A philosophical and ethical GCSE 

choice like Religious Studies is 

excellent preparation for ‘A’ level study 

at college. It teaches suppleness of 

mind and flexibility of thinking and 

provides outstanding practical training 

in clear and critical thinking. 

 

 
 

Students’ 

Comments 
 

“I’m glad I chose RS. It 

helped me to 

understand different 

cultures. I want to be 

a nuclear engineer 

and work abroad so 

this is important for 

me.”  

 

 

“Before taking RS I 

was a very closed-

minded person. But 

now I’m really open 

minded and far less 

judgemental.” 

 

 

“RS has taught me 

how to back up my 

opinions with reasons 

and given me the self-

belief to stand up for 

myself.” 

 

 

“RS has helped me to 

find out more about 

the world I live in.” 

 

 

Career Opportunities: 
GCSE Religious Studies lays a good foundation for further study at A-level and compliments other related A-level 
subjects including Philosophy, Law, History, History of Art, Government and Politics, Sociology and English 
Literature. 
 
GCSE Religious Studies motivates and helps people make decisions about the things they hold important in their 
lives.  It is an excellent subject to study if considering careers in for example, Law, Public Services, Police, 
Medicine, Politics or Education. 
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Opportunity Endeavour Achievement 

GCSE/BTEC Music 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description: 

Exam Board: 
Eduqas (GCSE Music) 

 

Overview: 
The GCSE Music course allows you to 

explore the development of music 

through history, analyse how music is 

created, develop your performance 

skills and learn to compose your own 

music.  

 

Subject Content: 

30% Performance 

30% Composition 

40% Listening and appraising music 

exam 

 

Assessment: 
Performance: 30% 
Do two musical performances, one 
must be as part of an ensemble.  They 
can be on the same instrument or 
different instruments including voice. 
 
Composition: 30% each 
Compose two pieces of music in any 
genre.  One will be in answer to a set 
brief.   
 
Examination:  40% - 1hr 15 approx. 
Listening exam covering 4 areas of 

study (Musical Forms and Devices, 

Music for Ensemble, Film Music and 

Popular Music).  Eight questions with 

accompanying musical examples. 

 

Course Description: 

Exam Board: 
Edexcel (BTEC Level 2 First Award in 

Music) 

Overview: 

The BTEC course looks into the music 

industry as a whole and gives you the 

chance to learn a variety of jobs within 

this industry including performance, 

technical and managerial roles. 

Assessment: 

BTEC: 
75% - Task and assignment based 
25% - External exam 
 

The four units will be: 
Two mandatory units: 
The Music Industry  
Understanding the many roles and careers 
available in the music industry.  

Managing a Music Product 
The creation and organisation of a CD or 
live performance event. 

 
Two optional units: 
Introducing Music Performance 
The exploration of effective performance 
development on your chosen instrument 
and developing a range of performance 
skills. 

Introducing Musical Recording 
Understanding how to use a range of 
recording equipment and the successful 
recording of musical performance using 
the school studio. 

Introducing Live Sound 
Understanding how to set up and run the 
sound for a live event. Students will need 
to work together with performers to 
manage this. 
 
 

 

 

 

Students’ 

Comments 
 

“I enjoyed working 

with other people 

who like music.” 

 

“I’ve really enjoyed 

developing my 

performance skills on 

my instrument.” 

 

“Composition is not as 

hard as I thought and 

I actually enjoy it.” 

 

“I didn’t realise that 

singing was an option 

for my performance.” 

 

“I’ve really enjoyed 

being able to record 

bands in the music 

studio.”   

 

“I’ve definitely 

become more 

confident since taking 

BTEC music” 

 

Career Opportunities: 
There are many opportunities for a career in music.  These include performance, composition for film and 

media, engineering sound, practical tuition or music promotion.  Music is an excellent opportunity to develop 

valuable lifelong skills that will help develop confidence and good communication skills.  Music provides an 

excellent opportunity for both professional and social interests beyond school life.  

 



 
 

Opportunity Endeavour Achievement 

GCSE Statistics (Option Plus) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description: 

Exam Board:  
Edexcel (Pearson)  

 

Overview: 
The GCSE Statistics qualification 

develops skills that students will use in 

other subjects such as science and 

geography, and reinforces techniques 

needed for GCSE maths as well as 

supporting progression to A Level 

Maths or Statistics.  

Real-life scenarios will capture their 

interest and give them an insight into 

the importance of statistics in the real 

world. The course will build on skills 

already experienced in KS3 maths 

lessons.  

For option plus we will only be offering 

this qualification at Higher Tier. 

 

Subject Content: 
GCSE Mathematics covers three main 

areas: 

• Collecting data 

 

• Processing, representing and 

analysing data 

 

• Probability 

 

Students are regularly assessed against 

GCSE criteria and a Personalised 

Learning Checklist is used to identify 

strengths and weaknesses.  

 

 

 

Assessment: 

• The GCSE examination is 
comprised of two equally 
weighted examination papers, 
sat at the end of Year 11. 
 

• Each paper lasts for 1 hour and 
30 minutes. 

 

• Each paper covers all three 
main areas. 

 

• Both papers allow the use of 
calculators. 

 

General Comments: 
Students are introduced to the skills of 

statistical enquiry, and practise the 

underpinning statistical calculations 

and interpretation using real world 

data and authentic contexts. Our 

approach supports skills development 

for progression to a range of subjects 

and develops an awareness of statistics 

beyond the classroom. 

 

A calculator is an essential tool 

throughout the course and students 

should therefore possess their own 

scientific calculator along with all the 

other standard Mathematical 

equipment.  

 

 

Students’ 

Comments 
 

 

“GCSE Statistics has 

helped me improve 

my GCSE maths 

grade” 

 

 

“I have studied 

statistical methods in 

more depth than I 

would have just in 

Maths”  

 

 

“Statistics can help 

me in other subjects 

like Science and 

Geography.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Career Opportunities: 
A good grade in GCSE Statistics enables students to go on to any level of further study at college or university.  
Whether you plan to go on to work, A-levels (or equivalent), or other further studies, a good understanding of 
statistics could be useful to you. 
A good GCSE in statistics could lead you on to study Level 3 qualifications in GCE in Biology, Economics, 
Statistics, Geography, Psychology and Sociology, as well as Maths (pure, applied or further) and vocational 
qualifications such as a BTEC in Business. 

These can lead you on to possible careers: Accountant, Actuary, Advertising Executive, Architect, Bank/Building 
Society work, Buyer, Economist, Computer work, Engineer, Electrician, Insurance work, Meteorologist, Retail 
Manager, Science Officer, Statistician, Surveyor, Teacher.



 
 

Opportunity Endeavour Achievement 

Careers Guidance 

Year 9 
A programme of Careers Guidance is in place for all students in Year 9 to support the options choices for 
Years 10 and 11 and to raise awareness and aspirations about the world of work.  
 
Students will receive initial information and guidance on the options process during their tutor sessions, 
backed up with additional support to help them consider option choices, college courses and careers.  
Students can access the Careers Library for information on careers, apprenticeships and college courses and 
a printed guide, ’Choosing Your Options’ is provided to every student and available to download from the 
school website. 
 
Every student will be offered a careers/college courses interview with an advisor which will help them to 
consider their Key Stage 4 choices and future career pathway. Students are introduced to Careerpilot, an 
online resource designed to help young people explore different education, training and career 
opportunities. Information and support is also provided via assemblies and drop-in sessions during break 
and lunch times for all students. A series of lunchtime talks are offered to provide information about a wide 
range of career options and where possible, visits are arranged to local employers so that students can see 
what different work places are like 
 
Parents are able to discuss career options with staff at the Year 9 Parents’ Evening in January when 
representatives from local colleges will also be present. 
 

Year 10 and 11 
Every student in Year 10 and Year 11 can take advantage of careers advice and information to enable them 
to make an informed choice about Further Education, training or employment.  We also promote, as they 
become available, a wide range of extra-curricular careers guidance activities to students in Year 10 and 
Year 11 which they are welcome to register for/apply for. Examples include the Somerset Talent Academy 
programme, visits to Careers Fairs and to Taster Days at local colleges. Students continue to have access to 
the Careers Library where information is available on all aspects of FE, HE, apprenticeships and careers. 
 
In Year 10 students are also able to undertake a week of work experience and a ‘mock interview’ with a 
local employer to help them gain confidence at being interviewed. 
  
The school supports students in applying for further education or training courses in Year 11, including 
providing additional transition support to students who might benefit from it. 
  
Work Experience  
In the summer term of Year 10, students will identify and apply for their own placement in an area of 
interest to them and work there for a week. Work Experience Week is designed to encourage 
independence and give a real taste of what work is really like.  The programme is supported by full Health 
and Safety checks from South Somerset Partnership and students will be visited by a member of Haygrove 
staff during the week. 
 
Useful websites and guidance also available on the school website:  
 
https://www.haygroveschool.co.uk/careers-guidance/careers-education.htm 
 
  
 
 
 

https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/
https://www.haygroveschool.co.uk/careers-guidance/careers-education.htm

