
KS3 Curriculum Overview. 

Overall intent for the KS3Geography Curriculum 2019-2020.  Detailed versions in topic plans on the F-drive (which is a continually updated document). 

‘All children will experience a well-balanced and comprehensive curriculum that enhances informed, intellectual, developmental and 

moral character. As a result, this will improve life chances, interpersonal relationships, social mobility and preparedness for 

employment.  Our curriculum will encourage everyone to have a positive impact on society.’ 

The curriculum aims to provide appropriate challenge throughout KS3 with a wide variety of topics taught in 5-6 week units.  There is a mixture of local and global themes with 

some country and continent synoptic themes.  Country/continent studies will help interleave key geographical themes themes.  There is also a strong cross curricular element for 

example, rocks and energy part of the Science KS3 curriculum and Russia taught in History.   

The schools international links are supported through topics on China and Africa alongside others.  We take care to flag up cross-curricular links, for example, many of our skills 

are mathematical and study topics often address emotive issues with links to Philosophy and Ethics. 

Global goals are integrated within Geography topics – for example in International Development and sustainable development units.  Students will engage with major issues 

facing our world today including climate change and the overexploitation of resources. 

Character education is regularly referenced - in particular, Geography is developing a “curiosity” theme.  We want students to think like geographers and have a sense of 

curiosity about the world they live in. Our teaching aims to equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together 

with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes.  

We use Kerboodle online resources and Geog.1/2/3 textbooks alongside our own resources to help students to contextual locational knowledge of globally significant places 

and understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they change over time.  

http://fdslive.oup.com/www.oup.com/oxed/secondary/geography/Ofsted%20-%20geog123.pdf?region=uk 

Geographical skills that have multiple real life applications are embedded throughout and we refer to real life applications of our studies, for example the role of geophysicists in  

groundwork on the new build. 

Students will gain a deep understanding of geographical similarities, differences and links between places through the study of human and physical geography of a region within 

Africa, a region within Asia, and Russia and throughout KS3. 

I have planned the curriculum to ensure that there is a fair weighting of human and physical geography topics and that the level of challenge increases over KS3.  This is 

reflected in the challenge presented by class activities and assessments.   

Many of the aims of the school are also met through the provision of fieldwork and we offer a full day of challenging, engaging fieldwork for each year group. 

Homework is set on a weekly basis and is either a short activity embedding knowledge and testing understanding of classwork or a SMHW quiz focussing on geography in the 

news. 

 

http://fdslive.oup.com/www.oup.com/oxed/secondary/geography/Ofsted%20-%20geog123.pdf?region=uk


Intent for the Year 7 Geography Curriculum 2019-2020 – detailed version in topic plans. 

The KS3 curriculum is aimed at embedding key skills and preparing students for the challenge of life, KS4 and beyond.  It is also aimed at increasing global awareness and 
developing a knowledge and skills base that will be used in Geography and in wider life.  Below are our topic plans for KS3.  A live version of this document is on the F-Drive – 
curriculum – departments- Geography – topic plans. 

Year 7 is about generating a sense of curiosity about the world that we live in and developing a range of skills that allow students to start to make sense of our complex world.   
They will be introduced to key skills such as graphs and maps and class tasks will encourage debate and an appreciation of different viewpoints.  Literacy skills are key and 
students will start to build a working understanding of key geographical terms such as HIC/LIC, Primary/secondary Urban/rural/ economic development. 

Term Enquiry Key Outcomes:  Character 

Education:  

Assessment:  Vocabula

ry:  

Home-Learning:  - 

throughout the year. 

1a What is human and 

physical geography? 
Students will examine the difference between Human and 

Physical Geography 

Develops 

understanding 

and pride in local 

community and 

environment. 

Interleaving:  All 

lessons start with a 

recap on prior 

learning. SMHW and 

Kerboodle are also 

used to aid revision 

before assessments 

which are based on 

SMHW and 

Kerboodle. 

 

 

Key word 

in bold in 

textbook 

and in 

glossary 

Local geography in the 

news 

1a What is the geography 

of the local area? 

Study aspects of local geography – the geography of place 

and a decision making exercise around Geography 

Gateway. 

Teamwork Kerboodle assessed task 

– link on SMHW 

 Asia/China study Students will investigate the geography of Asia and China to 

include – countries/human geography, physical features, 

population, biomes and a case study of South West China 

 H/W task using GIS 

2a What is weather and 

climate? 

Students will investigate the difference between weather 

and climate, what causes weather, how it is measured, 

pressure and rain and factors that affect climate. 

 __ Weather and climate in 

Paper 1 – weather 

hazards 

 

Earning a living in Paper 

2 – urban issues and 

economic development 

2b Earning a living Looking at job types and how employment structure has 

changed in the Uk over time.  How has industry in the UK 

changed over time? What type of jobs could they do in the 

future – the concept of the globalisation of labour, 

 __ 

3a Maps and mapping Students will use a series of maps at different scales to explore 

the local area and world.  Will include key skills such as grid 

references, contours and other aspects of map reading. 

 __ Map skills throughout 

GCSE papers. 

3b Exmoor Students will investigate what a national park is, why they are 

important and what makes Exmoor special.  There is a field 

trip to Exmoor and a decision making activity based on a new 

development in Exmoor. 

 Develops 

understanding 

and pride in 

local community 

and 

environment. 

Synoptic topic. 

Impact:  Students will have a deeper understanding of both local geography and wider geographical issues.  A large number of key geographical concepts will be introduced 

and embedded during the academic year.  

 



Intent for the Year 8 Geography Curriculum 2019-2020 – detailed version in topic plans. 

All children will experience a well-balanced and comprehensive curriculum that enhances informed, intellectual, developmental and moral character. As a result, this will improve 

life chances, inter-personal relationships, social mobility and preparedness for employment.  Our curriculum will encourage everyone to have a positive impact on society. 

Year 8 develops many of the themes explored in Year 7 – the Africa topic embeds themes around physical and human geography.  Understanding of the interconnectedness of 

our world is developing and student are increasingly comfortable with key geographical concepts.  More challenging written tasks are set with students using PEEL to develop 

ideas.  Students feel increasingly confident expressing opinions that are grounded in a developing understanding of key issues and showing empathy to the opinions of others. 

Implementation:   The KS3 curriculum is aimed at embedding key skills and preparing students for the challenge of KS4 and beyond.  It is also aimed at increasing global awareness and 

developing a knowledge and skills base that will be used in Geography and in wider life. 

T
er

m 

Enquiry/Topic/Unit

:  

Key Outcomes:  Character Education:  Assessment:  Vo

ca

bul

ary 

GCSE link 

1

a 

Changing rural life 

in Somerset 

 

Students will investigate why different types of farming are 

important in different parts of the UK and issues around ethics 

in farming.  They will look at issues around conservation of 

local environments. 

Develops understanding 

and pride in local 

community and 

environment. Equality 

Morals and values 

 

Interleaving:  

All lessons start 

with a recap 

on prior 

learning. 

SMHW and 

Kerboodle are 

also used to 

aid revision 

before 

assessments 

which are 

based on 

SMHW and 

Kerboodle.  

Students will be 

enrolled on KS3 

Geography 

Seneca for 

revision. 

 

See

. 

Synoptic topic – Paper 2 – urban issues 

1

b 

Country Studies 

Africa/Kenya 

Students will investigate AFRICA TODAY considering the 

countries of Africa, the physical Geography of Kenya 

including biomes.  They will study human geography 

including the distribution of population and issues around 

changing population size and structure.  There will be a case 

study looking at Industry in Kenya and links to the 

UK/Globalisation 

 Synoptic Topic 

2

b 

Coasts Different types of waves and how they affect the coast.  

 Coastal process and landforms.  Issues around the 

management of the coast. 

 Paper 1  - Q1 – tectonic hazards 

2

b 

Restless Planet The structure of the earth and plate tectonics.  Different 

plate margins and associated hazards.  Examples of tectonic 

hazards focussing on cause, effect and response.  The role of 

the 3 P’s in reducing the impact of tectonic hazards. 

 Core knowledge for KS4 in topics 

Urban issues and Economic 

development. 

3

a 

Geology rocks – 
introduction to... 

Different types of rock – how they influence the shape of the 

land and land use.  The story of Britain’s landscape. 

 Urban Issues – Paper 2 Q1 

2

b 

GIS/Mapping/Ge

ographical skills 

New topic – needs to be ICT based considering the use of 

GIS and other new technologies in aiding geographical 

understanding.  Needs to be based in IT rooms. 

Curiosity. 

 

Core geographical skills 

 



Impact:  Students will have a deeper understanding of both local geography and wider geographical issues.  A large number of key geographical concepts will be introduced 

and embedded during the academic year. 

 

 

Intent for the Year 9 Geography Curriculum 2019-2020 
All children will experience a well-balanced and comprehensive curriculum that enhances informed, intellectual, developmental and moral character. As a result, this will improve 

life chances ,inter-personal relationships, social mobility and preparedness for employment.  Our curriculum will encourage everyone to have a positive impact on society. 

Year 9 further embeds key geographical skills and concepts with students able to make connections and links between different topics as well as links to studies in Science, History 

(e.g. Russia topic) and maths.  Students increasingly confident interpreting a wide variety of resources and linking to their previous studies.  Students develop extending writing using 

PEEL> 

Implementation:   The KS3 curriculum is aimed at embedding key skills and preparing students for the challenge of KS4 and beyond.  It is also aimed at increasing global awareness and 
developing a knowledge and skills base that will be used in Geography and in wider life. 

Ter

m 

Enquiry/Topic

/Unit:  

Key Outcomes:  Character 

Education:  

Assessment:  Vocabulary:  GCSE link  

1a Rivers This topic will consider the course of a river – students will 

study landforms and processes of the upper, middle and 

lower course, the causes and effects of flood events and 

hard and soft engineering. 

 __ Interleaving:  All 

lessons start with a 

recap on prior 

learning. SMHW and 

Kerboodle are also 

used to aid revision 

before assessments 

which are based on 

SMHW and 

Kerboodle. 

 

Textbooks 

have key terms 

in bold and in 

glossary. 

River landscapes in the UK – 

paper 1 

1b Warming 

Planet  

Students investigate the causes, effects and possible 

responses to climate change. 

 __ Paper one – Section 1 – 

Climate Change 

2a International 

development 

Students consider the differences in development 

indicators between countries, consider why this 

development gap exists and ways in which to reduce the 

development gap.  They will also examine how economic 

development changes over time. 

 __ Paper 2 – Economic 

Development – development 

gap 

2b Living off the 

earths 

resources 

Defining different resources.  Water, it’s importance and 

distribution linking to its importance for agriculture.  Energy 

with a focus on fossil fuels such as oil and the growth of 

renewable in the UK.  The impact on our energy 

consumption – impact on biodiversity, climate, soils, 

oceans. 

 __ Paper 2 – question 3 – 

resources and Question 6 - 

Energy 

 Urbanisation Looking at the growth of urban areas and urbanisation to 

cover – reasons for urbanisation – impacts of urbanisation 

and how cities deal with the challenges of urban growth. 

 __ Paper 2 – Urban Issues 

2b Russia 

country 

investigation 

Links with History.  Context – location, geography, history.  

Physical geography including biomes (with a focus on 

tundra).  The human geography of Russia, population 

distribution, density and structure.  Uneven economic 

development in Russia. 

 __ Synoptic topic – Physical and 

Human Geography. 



2b Coastal 

landscapes 

Case study o0f Dawlish to back up our Fieldtrip to Dawlish  Paper 1 Coastal landscapes 

in the UK 

Impact: Students will have a deeper understanding of both local geography and wider geographical issues.  A large number of key geographical concepts will be introduced 

and embedded during the academic year. 

 


