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At Haygrove School we believe that every person matters 
and it is important that everyone: 
 

 Aspires to be the best that they can be. 

 Is challenged and empowered to take risks, show initiative 
and be enterprising in a secure environment. 

 Recognises, supports, celebrates and promotes 
achievement. 

 Respects diversity within the community and develops 
caring, respectful and positive attitudes. 

 Promotes and models mental, physical, spiritual, social 
and emotional wellbeing. 

 Makes a positive contribution to the development and 
maintenance of a sustainable school environment and 
takes responsibility for their impact on the wider 
environment. 

 It is essential that all students: 
 

 Engage in a personalised curriculum which meets current 
needs, future aspirations and equips them to become 
flexible and adaptable lifelong learners. 

 Become responsible citizens who can make an active 
contribution to the school and the local and wider 
community. 

 Are encouraged to enjoy active learning together. 

Throughout Key Stage 3 (Years 7, 8, and 9) and Key Stage 4 
(Years 10 and 11), the school complies with all statutory 
elements of the National Curriculum. 

We operate a 50 period, two-week timetable. 

Attitudes and Attributes 

We want our students to 
possess the attitude and 
attributes required to 
become successful 
learners who enjoy learning, 
make progress and achieve.  

Our aim is for them to 
be confident individuals who 
are able to live safe, healthy 
and fulfilling lives and be 
responsible citizens who 
make a positive contribution to 
society.  

These attributes and attitudes 
include: 

Ambitious 

Reflective 

Confident 

Empathetic 

Tenacity 

Creative 

Hard-working 

Humourous 

Honest 

Compassionate 

Sociable 

Positive 

Responsible 

Self-reliant 

Polite 

Ethical 

Risk-taking 

Optimistic 

Teaching and Learning 

- our approach 



ASSESSMENT 

We use National Curriculum Levels to report on student progress throughout KS3. At the start of 
Year 7 most students will be achieving a level between L3 and L6, with the majority scoring a L4 
or L5 in the core subjects of Maths and English. 

Each level covers quite a wide range of achievement, so to make them more useful we follow the 
common practice of dividing levels into three sub-levels: 

c – Just starting to work within the level e.g. 5c 

b – Working within the level e.g. 5b 

a – Working at the top of the level e.g. 5a 

We expect each student to progress by at least two sub-levels in each KS3 year. Where 
appropriate, some students may be set higher targets. 

Levels are used to set targets within subjects, when marking some pieces of work and in class 
tests and reports to parents. 

In addition to using the National Curriculum Levels, in Year 9 students begin to take practice 
GCSE papers in some subjects. 

Outcomes and                 

Assessment 

We aim to ensure that our students achieve their potential in 
the following key areas: 

Knowledge 

 Have a ‘personal toolkit’ for learning now and in later life. 

 Are able to retain, recall and use the facts necessary to 
show high achievement in assessments and examinations 
and so become successful learners. 

 Have broad background knowledge to support responsible 
and confident decision making. 

 Are literate, numerate and have good ICT knowledge. 

 Understand what constitutes a healthy lifestyle. 

Skills 

 Are able to communicate effectively, both orally and in 
writing. 

 Can organise and use time effectively. 

 Are able to listen and learn from others. 

 Can be creative. 

 Are able to use information effectively; can assess, 
synthesise and evaluate. 

 Can solve problems. 

 Are able to work independently and as a team member. 

 Are technologically literate; can select appropriate tools 
and use them productively. 

 Are adaptable. 

 Can work to deadlines. 



It is a big step for students when they transfer from primary 
school to secondary school.  Therefore we ensure that the 
first few weeks of the Autumn Term are an induction period 
designed to help students settle into life at Haygrove and 
gain confidence. 

All students take part in Study Skills sessions to help them 
develop good habits and organisational skills. Tutors will 
actively encourage students to participate and progress in the 
Reading Scheme so that they can develop good reading 
habits and achieve certificates of success in reading. Year 8 
focuses on engaging with learning and ensuring that each 
student makes the most of the opportunities available to 
them. 

Year 7 

Students are taught in their tutor groups for most lessons 
throughout Year 7. From January onwards, students are 
grouped by ability for lessons in Mathematics and Numeracy 
and in English and Literacy.  

Students who enter the school with low literacy or numeracy 
skills are given additional support through 1:1 tuition and 
other appropriate interventions. 

Year 8 

Students are separated into ability groups in Mathematics 
and Numeracy, English and Literacy and in Science. Spanish 
and German are introduced to the curriculum with half the 
year group learning each language each half year. 

Year 9 

In Year 9 students are taught in ability groups for the majority 
of subjects. Year 9 is a vitally important year for students as 
they start to prepare for their GCSEs and we place a great 
deal of emphasis on progress and achievement in their 
academic work. 

Key Stage 3 

- years 7, 8 and 9 

At Key Stage 3 all students 
study: 
 
Art and Design 
 
Design & Technology 
(including Food Technology) 
 
Drama 
 
English and Literacy 
 
Geography 
 
History 
 
Health and Citizenship 
 
ICT 
 
Mathematics and Numeracy 
 
Modern Foreign Languages 
 
Music 
 
PE and Dance 
 
Science 

 
 
 
 
 

Art, Music and Drama are delivered in 
a modular programme occupying 4 
periods per week. Elements may be 
modified for a small number of 
students where their personal needs 
require it. 

 
ICT is delivered through Design & 
Technology in addition to its own 
timetable slots. 

 



Choosing Options  

- year 9 

In Year 9 students begin the process of choosing the 
subjects they would like to study in Year 10 and Year 11. 

We help students to make good choices in a number of 
ways: 
 

 Advice from their teachers. 

 Presentations on new subjects. 

 Carrying out work with their tutors. 

 Receiving careers advice. 
 
Each student receives an ‘Options Booklet’ in January (at 
the Year 9 Parents’ Evening) that contains information about 
the KS4 courses available. 
 
There are lots of subjects and qualifications to choose from 
and it can help to think about whether an ‘Academic 
Pathway’ or an ‘Applied Pathway’ is most appropriate. 

Sometimes teachers will need to offer further guidance to 
students to ensure they have chosen appropriately. 

Final choices are made after the Year 9 Parents’ Evening at 
the end of February. Subject Choice forms are handed out a 
few days prior to this event. 

Whilst we work hard to ensure that students can study their 
preferred courses at KS4, however, there are occasions 
when it is impossible to timetable some combinations of 
subjects.  

 

Academic Pathway 

A good preparation for A Levels 
and other college courses and 
assessed mainly through 
Controlled Assessment and/or 
Final Examination. Although 
from 2018 the majority of 
GCSEs will be Final 
Examination only. 

Applied Pathway 

More practical and project 
based, this pathway may 
contain some GCSEs but will 
include BTEC and NVQ courses 
to prepare for applied and 
vocational college courses. 

 



Our STRIPES programme is designed to support students to 
develop learning strategies and study skills in six key areas: 
 

1. Self Manager 
2. Team Worker 
3. Reflective Learner 
4. Independent Enquirer 
5. Participator 
6. Experimental and Creative Learner 

To achieve a STRIPES Award, students in Year 7, 8 and 9 
have to meet a series of challenges that demonstrate their 
effectiveness in each of these areas. 

Challenges are mostly classroom based to encourage more 
dynamic conversations between teachers and students 
about 'how' they are learning as well as 'what' they are 
learning. Involvement in extra curricular activities is also an 
important part of the STRIPES programme. 

When a STRIPES level (Bronze, Silver, Gold) is achieved it 
is logged on our online ‘epraise’ database and students are 
awarded a certificate and badge for their blazer. 

STRIPES  

and Pixl Edge 

Senior Stripes - Future 
Leaders 

The Future Leaders project is 
our way of helping Year 10 
students develop the skills they 
have obtained through the 
STRIPES programme and move 
those skills on to the next 
level. They can become a 
‘STRIPES Leader’ and 
participate in the wider life of the 
school and support younger 
students to achieve their own 
STRIPES. 

Opportunities for STRIPES 
Leaders include: 

 Junior Leadership Team 

 PixL Edge 

 Mentoring 

 Sports Leaders 

 Language Leaders 

 Fundraising 

 Young Enterprise 

 Duke of Edinburgh 

 Arts Award 

 
PixL Edge 
PixL Edge is a framework for schools to develop and accredit 
in students the personal attributes that are essential for 
employability and life. We are introducing PixL Edge for our 
Year 9 students who will work towards Apprenticeship Level 
and continue towards Graduate Level in Year 10. 

What is it all about? 

The scheme will focus on five key attributes: 
 

1. Leadership 
2. Organisation 
3. Initiative 
4. Resilience 
5. Communication 



Work Experience Week 

In Year 10 all students take part 

in Work Experience Week. 

Students will identify and apply 

for their own placement in an 

area of interest to them and work 

there for a week. Students will 

also be given the opportunity to 

gain those key skills needed for 

the world of work. The 

programme is designed to 

encourage independence and 

give a real taste of what work is 

really like. The programme is 

supported by full Health and 

Safety checks from South 

Somerset Partnership and 

students will be visited by a 

member of Haygrove staff during 

the week.  

Post-16 Opportunities  
 
At the end of Year 11, the 
majority of our students will go on 
to Further Education or training.  
 
A-levels continue to be a popular 
choice, but there is an increasing 
array of qualifications or training 
programmes that students can 
consider.  
 
The amount of qualifications 
available can seem bewildering 
and Haygrove offers additional 
advice and guidance if required.  

Careers Information,    

Advice and Guidance 

A programme of Careers Education Information and 
Guidance is in place for all students in Year 9 to support the 
options choices for Years 10 and 11 and to raise awareness 
and aspirations about the world of work.  
 

Students will receive initial information and guidance on the 
options process during their tutor sessions, backed up with 
an hour lesson with the Head of Careers (Mrs Plece), looking 
at option choices, college courses and careers. During the 
options process, students will also be introduced to the 
Careers Library and the range of careers software available 
at the school to help inform options choices. Information and 
support is provided via assemblies and drop-in sessions 
during break and lunch times for all students.  
 

Parents are able to discuss career options with staff and at 
the Year 9 Parents’ Evening. Representatives from Richard 
Huish College, Bridgwater College, Somerset College, 
Weston College will also be present.  
 
 

Year 10 and 11  
 

Every student in Year 10 receives a Careers Interview to 

enable them to make an informed choice about Further 

Education, training or employment. Each student will be 

given tailored practical careers advice and information from a 

qualified member of staff during the school day. The 

programme allows students to explore careers which match 

their skills and interests. U-Explore - an online careers 

resource programme - can be used in school and at home.  

Careers Education is further developed in Year 10 where 

students will learn about the world of work, their legal rights 

and responsibilities and practical information designed to 

support them when they leave Haygrove School. Students 

will continue to have access to the Careers Library where 

information is available on all aspects of FE, HE, 

apprenticeships and careers.  

During Year 11, students are given support to apply for 

Further Education or training courses and the school works 

with local Colleges to provide Taster Days as appropriate. 

Students will also produce a Record of Achievement which 

celebrates their successes both at in an beyond school.  



Students will be taught Science in accordance to the new National 
Curriculum. The Scheme of Work enables students to build upon their prior 
knowledge, ensuring continuity of progression from KS2 and avoiding       
unnecessary repetition of topics. 
 
In Years 7 and 8, students will study a broad range of topics comprising of 
two Biology, two Chemistry and two Physics units. In Year 9, students will 
study transition units, covering key concepts in each of the three Science 
disciplines. These units are designed to bridge the gap between KS3 and 
GCSE Science. Upon completion of these transition units, students start to 
work towards their GCSE in Science after February half term. 
 
Year 7: Students are taught in their mixed ability tutor groups and 
have five lessons of Science over the two-week timetable. In addition, 
students will have one stand-alone lesson per fortnight where they will learn 
to thinks scientifically in order to further enhance their academic progress.  
Year 8: Students are set by ability into Higher and Foundation groups 
to better enable staff to support their individual needs. They have three    
one-hour lessons of Science per week. 
Year 9: Students will be taught in sets according to their ability and 
will have three one-hour lessons of Science per week. Most Year 9 groups 
rotate around a team of three teachers so that Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics are taught by subject specialists. 
 
Cross Curricular Themes 
Literacy: Students will be using spoken and written language to think, 
learn and express their ideas and use information and evidence to support 
and evaluate their analysis, ideas and views. 
Numeracy: Students will be making measurements, collecting and 
handling data, drawing graphs and using formulae. 
ICT: There are many opportunities to use ICT, including data-logging, 
data-handling, modelling, simulations and DTP. 
PSHE: As part of the ‘Reproduction’ unit, students will learn about 
puberty and human reproduction including a brief introduction to 
contraception and health care. 
 

Key Stage 4 Options 
Science is compulsory at Key Stage 4. All students MUST follow one of 
the following two routes: 
 

1. GCSE Science and GCSE Additional Science (often known as ‘Double 
Science’).  

2. GCSE ‘Triple Award’ Science which leads to 3 separate GCSE 
certificates in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  

Science 

www.haygroveschool.co.uk  

for more information on the Curriculum and the Extra-Curricular programme. 



Design and Technology combines practical and technological skills with 
creative thinking to design and make products, foods and systems that 
meet human needs. Students learn to use current technologies and 
consider the impact of future technological developments and encouraged 
to think creatively to solve problems as individuals or members of a team. 

Students work in stimulating contexts that provide a range of opportunities 
for exploration and problem solving. Our students are expected to respond 
with ideas, products and systems and are asked to challenge expectations 
where appropriate. They will need to combine practical and intellectual skills 
with an understanding of aesthetic, technical, cultural, health, social, 
emotional, economic, industrial and environmental issues. Our programme 
is designed to develop students’ confidence with their practical skills and to 
help them become discriminating users of products.  

The Department makes extensive use of ICT at all levels and in all material 
areas. The use of Computer Aided Design (CAD) and Computer Aided 
Manufacturing (CAM) is developing rapidly, while the use of computer 
control and graphical design software is well-established. 

Charging Policy 
All Design and Technology courses require students to pay for the 
materials/ingredients required to complete the course and examinations. 
Please contact the school if you have any concerns about this financial 
commitment. Once completed, all items made in DT are taken home.  

Key Stage 4 Options 

Students who choose Design and Technology at GCSE can 
choose ONE of the following: 
 

 GCSE Resistant Materials 
 GCSE Electronic Products 
 GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 

Design &Technology including Food 

www.haygroveschool.co.uk  

for more information on the Curriculum and the Extra-Curricular programme. 



Studying History can help students develop their own identities through an 
understanding of History at personal, local, national and international levels. 
As they develop their understanding of the nature of historical study, 
students are encouraged to ask and answer important questions, evaluate 
evidence, identify and analyse different interpretations of the past, and learn 
to substantiate any arguments and judgments they make. As well as 
encouraging a mutual understanding of the historic origins of our ethnic and 
cultural diversity, History prepares students for the future, equipping them 
with knowledge and skills that are prized throughout life, enhancing 
employability and developing an ability to take part in a democratic society. 

We teach History chronologically, thereby encouraging students to build a 
chronological framework of historical periods which will enable them to 
place new knowledge in its historical context as well as consider change 
and continuity within and across different periods of history. Our aim is for 
students to be able to: 

 Explore the diverse experiences, ideas, beliefs and attitudes of the men, 
women and children in past societies. 

 To understand the past, but also understand how the past has shaped 
the world today. 

 Identify the reasons for, and the consequences of, historical events and 
situations. 

 Evaluate a range of evidence ranging from textual, visual, oral and 
material and learn how to identify, select and use a range of historical 
sources in order to reach reasoned conclusions about events and 
people from the past. 

 Consider how and why Historians have formed different interpretations 
of the same events or people. 

 Learn how to identify and investigate, individually and as part of a team, 
specific historical questions or issues though a strong focus on enquiry. 

 Communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a variety 
of ways, such as using role-play, model making, extended writing, 
poetry, debates and presentations. 

Key Stage 4 Options 

Students MUST choose one Humanities subject from the following list: 

1. GCSE History 
2. GCSE Geography 
3. GCSE Religious Studies 
4. GCSE Citizenship Studies 
 
Students can also choose GCSE History as one of their additional options. 

History 

www.haygroveschool.co.uk  

for more information on the Curriculum and the Extra-Curricular programme. 



Working with a variety of 2D and 3D media such as acrylic paint, oils, 
pastel, printing, papier-mache, watercolours, charcoal, mixed media 
and digital manipulation, the topics studied in each year will enable 
students to develop their skills in the essential ‘formal elements of art’ -  
line, shape, form, tone, colour and pattern. 

Students are encouraged to reflect critically on their own and other 
people’s work, judging quality, value and meaning, and are also 
expected to work creatively and intelligently to develop an appreciation 
of art, craft and design. 

Our aim is to encourage students to be imaginative, creative and 
committed in their approach and to help them develop independent 
research study skills. 

Students will: 

 Explore visual, tactile and other sensory experiences to 
communicate ideas and meanings. 

 Work with traditional and new media to develop confidence, 
competence, imagination and creativity. 

 Understand how to appreciate and value images and artefacts 
across times and cultures, and to understand the contexts in which 
they were made. 

 Learn to think and act as artists, crafts people and designers. 

 Understand the role Art and Design has in the creative and cultural 
industries. 

Our Art and Design Department is a successful and progressive area 
within the school and boasts a ‘whole school’ outlook, actively 
participating in extra-curricular events and cross-curricular projects with 
other departments. 

 

Artsmark Award 
In March 2015 we were once again awarded The Arts Council 

Artsmark.   

Key Stage 4 Options 

Students can choose ONE of the following: 
  

1. GCSE Art 
2. GCSE Textile Design 
3. GCSE Photography (Lens-based and Digital-based Media) 

Art, Textiles and Photography 

www.haygroveschool.co.uk  

for more information on the Curriculum and the Extra-Curricular programme. 



Key Stage 4 Options 

English Language and English Literature is compulsory at  
Key Stage 4. 

 
1. GCSE English Language 
2. GCSE English Literature 

English and Literacy 

English is vital for communicating with others in school and in the wider 
world, and is fundamental to learning in all curriculum subjects. Through 
the study of English our students develop the speaking, listening, 
reading and writing skills that they will need to participate in society and 
employment. Furthermore, they explore how to express themselves 
creatively and imaginatively and learn how to communicate with others 
confidently and effectively. 

Looking at the patterns, structures, origins and conventions of English 
helps us understand how language works. Armed with this 
understanding, students can choose and adapt what they say and write 
in different situations, as well as appreciate and interpret the choices 
made by other writers and speakers. 

By encouraging our students to read a wide range of books and texts 
that reflect the experiences of people from many countries and times, 
they will develop a sense of cultural identity and become enthusiastic 
and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well as non-fiction 
and media texts. They gain access to a world of knowledge and 
hopefully lay the foundation for a life-long love of reading. 

At Haygrove School students are taught in mixed ability tutor groups for 
the first few weeks of Year 7 and are then set into ability classes for the 
remainder of Key Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 and 9). 

Literacy 

At Key Stage 3 students will also follow a Literacy course that will help 
develop life-long skills, such as sentence structure, verb tenses, parts of 
speech, punctuation for effect and vocabulary selection. The course 
also encourages students to recognise the importance of good literacy 
skills in all of their school subjects. 

The Literacy curriculum allows students to improve their personal 
learning and thinking skills in conjunction with the school’s STRIPES 
Award scheme. 

www.haygroveschool.co.uk  

for more information on the Curriculum and the Extra-Curricular programme. 



Maths and Numeracy   

Mathematical thinking is important for all members of a modern society. 
Students who are functional in Mathematics and financially capable can 
think independently in applied and abstract ways and can reason, solve 
problems and assess risk. Maths is hugely valuable in the workplace 
and provides the tools required for understanding science, engineering, 
technology and economics. An understanding of Mathematics equips us 
all with uniquely powerful ways to describe, analyse and change the 
world. It is a creative discipline that transcends cultural boundaries and 
its importance is universally recognised. Mathematics can stimulate 
moments of pleasure and wonder for all students when they solve a 
problem for the first time, discover a more elegant solution or notice 
hidden connections.  

Students are taught in mixed ability tutor groups for the first few weeks 
of Year 7 and then are set into ability classes for the remainder of Key 
Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 and 9).  

Numeracy and Functional Maths 
The Numeracy curriculum is based around the Edexcel award in 
number and measure (level 1). Students will learn through a variety of 
lessons styles and work will be differentiated depending on need. These 
classes will have a particular focus on working on, revising and 
developing confidence in the basic mathematical skills, rather than 
learning anything new. This is to support the work that they will have to 
be doing in other subject areas. 

The Functional Maths curriculum is based on using and applying the 
Maths skills that students already have, to a variety of complex cross-
curricular or real world problems and preparing students for either a 
Level 1 or Level 2 exam in Functional Maths. Students are taught 
through a variety of lesson styles and it is hoped that initially this will be 
revision of topics already covered in their Maths lessons. They then 
they will move on to applying these skills to more complex problems 
and projects, to allow them to work independently to create links to the 
work that they will be doing in other subject areas and create an 
awareness of how mathematical skills will be needed in a variety of life 
situations. This will also enhance their ability to work independently, 
unpick different situations and scenarios and improve their problem 
solving skills. 

Key Stage 4 Options 
Mathematics is compulsory at Key Stage 4. 
 
 

1. GCSE Mathematics – Higher 
2. GCSE Mathematics – Foundation 

www.haygroveschool.co.uk  
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Key Stage 4 Options 
 

1. GCSE Drama 

Students choosing GCSE Drama must be prepared to attend rehearsals 
outside of normal school hours and ensure they maintain high levels of 
attendance at school  - this is vital for success in GCSE Drama. 

Drama 

Drama is popular and vibrant at Haygrove School with pupils from Year 
7 to Year 11 studying the subject as both a practical and an academic 
discipline. Lessons are designed to promote imagination and creativity 
within a structured framework.  

Drama is a life skill and a creative art form. It helps pupils develop their 
ability to use voice, movement, gesture and facial expression in acting, 
mime, dance, drama and improvisation. They can express and manage 
their thoughts and feelings – shared and experienced – while working  
in a safe and controlled environment. The development of these skills 
encourages self-confidence and self-awareness. Drama promotes the 
development of the individual in a group context: roles and ideas are 
negotiated, problems solved and decisions made together.  

The Drama curriculum at Key Stage 3 enables pupils to explore, 
develop and express ideas and concepts which will help them make 
sense of reality. Every pupil has the equivalent of one hour per week for 
Drama in Years 7 and 8. In Year 9, Music, Drama and Art operate a 
carousel timetable where there are two lessons per week over a shorter 
period of time. 
 

Artsmark Award 

In March 2015 we were once again awarded The Arts Council Artsmark 
for excellence in the provision of the creative arts.  
 

Facilities 

We have a dedicated Drama studio that is fully rigged for sound and 
light and we also use the School Hall for performances which is 
equipped with flexible staging, lighting and sound equipment. 

"The arts are highly valued by the school, prized for the self-confidence and 
esteem they engender and for the way in which they contribute to 

communication and positive behaviour."  
ARTSMARK (March 2015) 

www.haygroveschool.co.uk  

for more information on the Curriculum and the Extra-Curricular programme. 



Key Stage 4 Options 
Students MUST choose one Humanities subject from the following list: 

1. GCSE History 

2. GCSE Geography 

3. GCSE Religious Studies 

4. GCSE Citizenship Studies 
 

Students can also choose GCSE Geography as one of their additional 
options. 

Geography 

www.haygroveschool.co.uk  

for more information on the Curriculum and the Extra-Curricular programme. 

Geography is concerned with the physical processes that have shaped 
the landscape and aims to develop in students: 

 An informed sense of place. 

 An understanding of the relationships between people and their 
environments. 

 An ability to make sense of a complex and dynamically changing 
world.  

Geography explains where places are, how places and landscapes are 
formed, how people and their environment interact and how a diverse 
range of economies, societies and environments are interconnected. It 
builds on students’ own experiences to investigate places at all scales, 
from the personal to the global. Geography inspires students to become 
global citizens by exploring their own place in the world, their values and 
their responsibilities to other people, to the environment and to the 
sustainability of the planet.  

Students’ will develop skills in questioning and investigation and learn 
how to think critically about issues affecting the world and people’s lives, 
now and in the future.  

Fieldwork is an essential part of Geography and students’ will learn to 
think spatially and use maps, visual images and new technologies, 
(including geographical information systems), to obtain, present and 
analyse information. 

Our aim is to provide students with the knowledge they need to place 
local, national and global events in context and evaluate them critically. 
We try to stimulate an appreciation of the variety of landscapes 
throughout the world and to open students' eyes to the beauty of 
landscape features and environments. 

We have obtained the Secondary Geography Quality Mark. 

 



Modern Foreign Languages 

www.haygroveschool.co.uk  
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Key Stage 4 Options 

At Haygrove School, a Modern Foreign Language is compulsory at 
Key Stage 4.  
 

Students MUST choose at least ONE from the following: 

1. GCSE French 
2. GCSE German 
3. GCSE Spanish 
 
Students can also choose a second Language as one of their 
additional options. 

Languages are part of the cultural richness of our society and the world 
in which we live and work. Learning languages contributes to a mutual 
understanding between people, a sense of global citizenship and 
personal fulfilment. Students learn to appreciate different countries, 
cultures, communities and people and, by making comparisons, they 
gain insight into their own culture and society. 

The ability to understand and communicate in another language is a 
lifelong skill for education, employment and leisure in the UK and 
throughout the world. Learning languages develops listening, speaking, 
reading and writing skills and to encourages young people to express 
themselves with confidence, independence and creativity. It also helps 
to build communication skills and an understanding of the structure of 
language and can support the development of literacy skills in a 
student’s own language.  

Internationalism is an important part of the Haygrove School ethos and 
we have extensive links with a number of overseas schools. 

At Haygrove, students study French in Year 7 (for five periods a 
fortnight) and a second language (either German or Spanish) in Year 8 
and Year 9.  

We organise a wide-range of international trips and visits (including an 
exchange programme) for students from Year 8 onwards and offer after
-school language clubs depending on demand. 

 



Health & Citizenship 

www.haygroveschool.co.uk  
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Key Stage 4 Options 
Students MUST choose at least ONE Humanities course from the 
following: 

1. GCSE Citizenship Studies 
2. GCSE Geography 
3. GCSE History 
4. GCSE Religious Studies 
 
Students can also choose GCSE Citizenship Studies as one of their 
additional options. 

Throughout Year 7, 8 and 9 students will follow a programme of 
Citizenship Studies that is integrated across the school curriculum. In 
Years 10 and 11 the subject is delivered in conjunction with other 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural education via a programme of 
enrichment days. 

The course aims to: 
 Encourage students to get involved in school and community life. 
 Link the Haygrove school community with our neighbours and 

community organisations. 
 Support inclusion and promote positive behaviour, equal 

opportunities, respect and responsibility. 
 Provide a focus for publishing and celebrating school activities. 

Education for citizenship equips young people with the knowledge, skills 
and understanding needed to play an effective role in public life. 
Citizenship encourages them to take an interest in topical and 
controversial issues and to engage in discussion and debate. By 
exploring issues, students learn about their rights, responsibilities, 
duties and freedoms, and about laws, justice and democracy. They gain 
experience of taking part in decision-making and different forms of 
action and are able to play an active role in the life of the school, in their 
communities and in the wider society as active and global citizens. 
 

The Health curriculum is designed to reflect many of the concerns 
young people have as they progress through secondary school. For 
example, in Year 7 students will study a unit that combats the many 
fears and anxieties they may experience as they move from primary to 
secondary school, such as organising themselves and managing 
friendships. In Year 8 students will analyse their own mental and 
physical health by looking at their diet, their exercise habits and their 
ability to deal with stressful situations and relationships. In Year 9 the 
focus of the curriculum is on Government, Voting Systems, Crime and 
the Law and Sex and Relationships. 
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Key Stage 4 Options 

 
1. GCSE Computer Science 

2. CiDA – Certificate in Digital Applications (= to a GCSE) 

The increasing use of technology in all aspects of society makes 
confident, creative and productive use of ICT an essential skill for life. 
ICT capability encompasses not only the mastery of technical skills and 
techniques, but also the understanding to apply these skills 
purposefully, safely and responsibly in learning, everyday life and 
employment. ICT capability is fundamental to participation and 
engagement in modern society. 
 

 ICT can be used to find, develop, analyse and present information, 
as well as to model situations and solve problems. 

 ICT enables rapid access to ideas and experiences from a wide 
range of people, communities and cultures and allows students to 
collaborate and exchange information on a wide scale. 

 ICT acts as a powerful force for change in society and citizens 
should have an understanding of the social, ethical, legal and economic 
implications of its use, including how to use ICT safely and responsibly. 
 

All our students study Computing at Key Stage 3 with one lesson every 
week. Their study combines experiences of being a user of IT as well as 
learning the basics of creating computer programs. Students will 
undertake projects that encourage the development of computational 
thinking and computing skills through programs such as Scratch, Adobe 
Suite, Kodu Game Lab, Inventor and Python. Using these programs 
students will be able to write and manipulate code using visual and text 
based languages and will learn about algorithms and procedural 
thinking as well as developing problem solving skills and resilience. In 
addition, the course will give students knowledge and understanding of 
how computers work, what is in a computer and how to put one 
together, as well as how computers communicate on a network and 
how the internet works.  
 

In Year 9 students continue to develop core IT, computing and 
programming skills through a range of projects including creating online 
games and mobile phone apps and programming robots to complete 
specific tasks. They will also complete a web design project using both 
HTML and Adobe Dreamweaver software. This will involve planning and 
creating a fully functional website and also considering the importance 
of good design in web development. 
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Key Stage 4 Options 

Students MUST choose at least ONE Humanities course from the 
following: 
 

1. GCSE Citizenship Studies 
2. GCSE Geography 
3. GCSE History 
4. GCSE Religious Education 
 
Students can also choose GCSE Religious Education as one of their 
additional options. 

Religion and beliefs inform our values and are reflected in what we say 
and how we behave. Religious Education is an important subject in 
itself, developing an individual’s knowledge and understanding of the 
religions and beliefs which form part of contemporary society. Religious 
Education provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning 
and purpose of life; beliefs about God, the self and the nature of reality; 
issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. 

Religious Education can: 

 Develop students’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, of 
other principal religions, other religious traditions and worldviews. 

 Contribute to personal development and well-being and aid 
community cohesion by promoting mutual respect and tolerance in a 
diverse society. 

 Contribute to many other parts of the school curriculum such as 
Citizenship, PHSE (personal, social, health and economic education), 
the Humanities and Science. 

 Provide opportunities for personal reflection, deepening the 
understanding of the significance of religion in the lives of others – 
individually, communally and cross-culturally. 

Religious Education at Haygrove is not about recommending any 
particular faith as superior to others, it is not about indoctrination, but 
rather it encourages the development of lively, enquiring minds and 
curiosity about, and respect for, the opinions and beliefs of other people 
and cultures.  

In Year 7 the course aims to develop a sense of curiosity about 
humanity and the world around us and students are encouraged to 
explore and respect different beliefs. Year 8 builds on this programme, 
encouraging students to question and make sense of the world. In Year 
9 the focus is on developing students' ability to handle abstract 
concepts and an appreciation of their place in the world by encouraging 
self-reflection and an opportunity to evaluate and challenge things they 
may see as wrong. 

All parents have a 
right to withdraw 
their children from 
Religious Education 
at Key Stage 3 and 
Key Stage 4. 
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Key Stage 4 Options 

1. GCSE Music 

Students wishing to choose GCSE Music need to be able to play an 
instrument or sing. It is an advantage to be having private music 
lessons, but it is not essential.  

Music is a unique form of communication that can change the way 
students feel, think and act. As an integral part of our culture, past and 
present, music helps students understand themselves, relate to others 
and develop their cultural understanding, forging important links 
between home, school and the wider world. Music and music education 
can: 
 Form part of a student’s identity, helping them to develop 

competence as learners and increased self-esteem. 
 Bring together intellect and feeling and enable personal expression, 

reflection and emotional development. 
 Help develop a sense of group identity and togetherness via active 

involvement in different forms of music-making. 
 Influence a student’s development in and out of school by fostering 

personal development and maturity. 
 Develop a student’s critical skills: their ability to listen and appreciate 

a wide variety of music, and to make judgments about musical 
quality. 

 Increase self-discipline, creativity, aesthetic sensitivity and fulfilment. 

We aim to make music learning as practical an activity as possible, 
done ‘with’ and ‘by’ our students, not ‘to’ and ‘for’ them. With a focus on 
developing effective skills and learning habits, students are given 
valuable experiences that will help them become independent, flexible 
and resilient learners.  
 

Our Schemes of Work are designed to give students an opportunity to 
be actively involved in music performance, composition and the 
appraisal of their own and others' music. Students will learn how to 
communicate ideas and express themselves through music 
performance and be encouraged to reflect on successful practice. 
 

Topics studied are constantly evolving in line with our student’s musical 
interests – this year we are looking at everything from Guitars to 
Prokofiev, Blues to Hungarian Folk Music, and Music Technology to 
Medieval Music. We have a belief that music is a collaborative activity, 
and our students work in on their own musical projects and actively 
contribute to the wider school community through sole and group 
performances. All students will get to try a wide variety of instruments 
and musical experiences in their music lessons e.g. strings, bass, 
drums, piano/keyboard, guitar, percussion and woodwind. 
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Key Stage 4 Options 

PE is a compulsory NON-EXAMINIED subject for all students at Key 
Stage 4. In addition students who want to study PE at Key Stage 4 have 
two options: 
 

1. GCSE PE 
2. BTEC First Certificate in Sport 

The PE staff will guide students as to which course is most appropriate 
for them. 

PE is compulsory throughout Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4. 

PE develops students’ competence and confidence in a range of 
physical activities and enables all young people to enjoy and succeed in 
many kinds of physical activity both in and out of school. As a result, 
they develop the confidence to take part in different physical activities 
and learn about the value of healthy, active lifestyles. Discovering what 
they like to do and getting involved in physical activity helps students to 
make informed choices about lifelong physical activity and a healthy 
lifestyle. 

PE helps young people to develop personally and socially. They work as 
individuals, in groups and in teams, developing concepts of fairness and 
of personal and social responsibility. Through the range of experiences 
that PE offers, students learn how to be effective in competitive, creative 
and challenging situations and have the opportunity to take on different 
roles and responsibilities, including leadership, coaching and officiating. 

Our aim is to enable students to: 

 Become more proficient in skills and techniques and apply them with 
consistent control in different activities. 

 Understand what makes a performance effective and how to apply 
these principles to their own, and others, work. 

 Take initiative and make decisions about what to do to improve 
performance. 

 Improve their physical capacity to perform a range of activities. 

 Improve their motivation and determination to succeed. 

 Understand what makes performance effective and how to apply 
these principles to their own and others’ work. 

 Develop their knowledge of fitness, personal health and well-being. 
 

Haygrove School has a strong and committed Physical Education 
Department which strives to provide a high quality broad, balanced and 
differentiated curriculum. We are proud of our achievements with all 
students and participation rates are very high. 


