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Intent for the GCSE Curriculum 2021-2023 

Our aim is to allow students from all backgrounds the opportunity to participate in and experience music in a range of ways. We aim for students to become independent learners and take charge of their music 
practice through self-motivation and responsibility when learning and in rehearsal spaces; this can be both in lesson time and through our wide range of extra-curricular opportunities. Our curriculum is broad, 

covering a diverse range of musical cultures, artists and genres in order to build character and listening skills. Through solo and ensemble performance, students will build confidence and empathy as well as 
reflective skills. We aim for our music department to be a safe and encouraging environment for students to explore music and be creative 

 ‘All children will experience a well-balanced and comprehensive curriculum that enhances informed, intellectual, developmental and moral character. As a result, this will 

improve life chances, inter-personal relationships, social mobility and preparedness for employment.  Our curriculum will encourage everyone to have a positive impact on 

society.’ 

Implementation: How will your scheme of learning for this year group deliver your Intent? – Demonstrate this by filling in the table for each year group. 

Topic Enquiry/ Topic / Unit:  Outcomes:  Character 

Education:  

Assessment:  Vocabulary:  Home-Learning:  

1 Solo performance 

 

To be able to perform a 

piece of music to a standard 

of Grade 3 or above 

 

 

RESILIENCE  

CONFIDENCE  

HONESTY 

REFLECTIVENESS 

Recording in studio. 

Not allowed to record until year 11 but 

mocks: first week of September. Final 

recording December year 11. 

Based on GCSE 3 criteria grids 

  

 

 Prep of pieces 

2 Free composition To be able to compose a 

piece of music in any style or 

genre 

CURIOSITY 

COMMUNICATIO

N 

RESPONSIBILITY 

REILIENCE 

Submission of free composition based on 

GCSE grading criteria October year 11. 

Mocks throughout year 10 

 Wide listening and 

analysing 

3 Appraising To be able to use key musical 

terminology to describe a 

range of styles and genres 

EMPATHY 

HONESTY 

REFLECTIVENESS 

CURIOSITY 

Mock exams at the end of each term. 

 

Dynamics, Structure, 

Melody, Harmony, 

Timbre, Sonority, 

Instrumentation, 

Rhythm, Pitch, Italian 

Wide listening and 

analysing 
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tempo and dynamic 

markings, eras of music 

4 Ensemble performance To be able to performance a 

piece of music to a grade 3 

standard or above with one 

or more others 

RESILIENCE  

CONFIDENCE  

HONESTY 

REFLECTIVENESS 

Recording in studio. 

Mock recording 18th May year 10 

March year 11 final recording 

 Prep of pieces 

5 Brief composition To be able to compose a 

piece of music that fits  

CURIOSITY 

COMMUNICATIO

N 

RESPONSIBILITY 

REILIENCE 

Submission of free composition based on 

GCSE grading criteria March year 11. 

Mocks throughout year 10 

 Wide listening and 

analysing 

Impact:  

 

 


