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Wednesday 24 February 2021  

Coronavirus (Covid-19) - Update for Parents/Carers  

Dear Parents/ Carers 

After a very challenging few months I hope that you and your families are all well and look forward to seeing 

you all as soon as it is safe to do so. 

Following Monday’s announcement from the Prime Minister and having received the following guidance from 

the Department for Education, I wanted to outline our plans for returning to school from Monday 8 March 2021 

and thank you in advance for your support and understanding. 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/963541/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.

pdf 

We have carefully considered how all children and staff can return to school as quickly as possible in a safe and 

controlled manner that minimises risk. Government guidance outlines a range of key conditions that we must 

follow. Our risk assessment is being updated to reflect these measures and once complete, will be available on 

our school website and a link will be sent to you. 

Prevention 

 Children and staff must not attend school if they have any Covid-19 symptoms/ tested positive or if 

someone in their household is symptomatic/ tested positive. They must not attend for at least 10 days 

from the start of symptoms or the test date if they do not have any symptoms 

 We must ensure that we maintain good hygiene on return to school including washing/ sanitising hands 

in line with our risk assessment 

 Face coverings must be worn on school transport, moving around the school site and now in 

classrooms. Face coverings are not required when outdoors or when taking part in subjects that require 

strenuous exercise including PE/ Dance. This will be reviewed by Easter. Please ensure your child has a 

supply of face coverings that are stored in a sealable plastic bag. Some children and staff will be exempt 

from wearing face coverings 

 Please talk with your children about good use of the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach which encourages 

the use of tissues and bins. Good ventilation in all classroom settings will be necessary to support this 

further 

 Children will continue to be taught in bubbles with minimal contact with other year groups. 

 Social distancing between staff and students will be maintained. This will not always be possible 

between students but encouraged wherever possible and practical 

 Please ensure your children have all of the necessary equipment to prevent the need to share resources 

 Please do not come onto the school site unless you have an appointment 

 Children can still wear PE kits to school on days where they are doing this to avoid the need to get 

changed 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/963541/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/963541/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf
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Asymptomatic Testing 

On return to school, all students and staff are strongly encouraged to take a series of three lateral flow tests 

(LFT). Since January, we have been successfully conducting LFTs with students and staff who have been 

attending school. These tests are not meant as a replacement for other procedures outlined above but an 

additional measure to identify possible asymptomatic cases in our school community.  

Due to the nature of these tests and the time it takes to manage this process safely, we estimate that it will take 

approximately 2 ½ hours to test a single year group. The implication of this is that we will only be able to test 

two year groups on any given day. 

Once students have completed three LFTs with 3-5 days between each test, everyone will be provided with test 

kits for regular testing and reporting with adult supervision at home. 

Many of you have already consented to your child taking part in the LFT programme. There is no need to do this 

again; however, if you have not already done so, please access this on the ARBOR Parent App. 

A video will be made available to you in advance showing you the process and how this will work. 

Key Dates for Returning to School 

In order to carry out a safe return to school that provides students, staff and parents confidence in our 

procedures including travel, minimising contact before testing has taken place and capacity to carry out testing, 

we are planning for a phased return to school as set out below. 

Year  Mon 
8 March 

Tues 
9 March 

Wed 
10 March 

Thurs  
11 March 

Fri 
12 March 

Mon 
15 March 

Tues  
16 March 

Wed 
17 March 

Thur 
18 March 

11 School  
1st Test 

Home 
Learning 

School School 
2nd Test 

School School 
3rd Test 

School School School 

10 Home 
Learning 

School  
1st Test 

Home 
Learning 

School School 
2nd Test 

School School 
3rd Test 

School School 

9 Home 
Learning 

School  
1st Test 

Home 
Learning 

School School 
2nd Test 

School School School 
3rd Test 

School 

8 Home 
Learning 

Home 
Learning 

School  
1st Test 

School School School 
2nd Test 

School School School 
3rd Test 

7 School  
1st Test 

Home 
Learning 

School School 
2nd Test 

School School School 
3rd Test 

School School 

 

As our students return to school, we plan to minimise contact between individuals by keeping students in tutor 

groups until LFTs have been carried out. All staff who are able to return to work will be in school to welcome 

your children on their return and will spend time with their tutor groups. The implication of this may be 

disruptive to the home learning schedule in terms of live lessons as some tutors may be with their groups. 

Resource based lessons will be scheduled if this is the case. 



Haygrove School  

Durleigh Road, Bridgwater, Somerset  TA6 7HW  
Tel: 01278 455531  Fax: 01278 427972 www.haygroveschool.co.uk  

Executive Headteacher/CEO – Mrs K Canham, BA (Hons), MA  
   Headteacher – Mr A Reid, BSc (Hons), MA  

  

 
All vulnerable children and those of key workers should continue to come to school as currently arranged and 

join their peers on their return. 

Examinations for Key stage 4 

We are awaiting the OFQUAL’s final decision regarding the awarding of grades for GCSEs and equivalent 

qualifications this summer and expect this information to be released imminently. As soon as we know more, 

we will write to you to let you know. 

If your family’s employment or financial situation has changed, your child/ren may be entitled to Free School 

Meals (FSM) and the benefits linked to FSM. You can apply for FSM online at 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/free-school-meals/ 

Many thanks for your continued support. We look forward seeing our students again very soon. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Aaron Reid 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/free-school-meals/
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Key Questions  

What if a Student tests positive using a LFT?  

Participating staff and students who test positive from an LFT in school will be informed about their results 

individually and parents or legal guardians will be notified. Guidance on safe travel and additional precautions 

will be provided along with test results.  

Students will need to take a further ‘PCR test’ (similar to those done in local and regional testing sites) on the 

same day (or as soon as possible). Haygrove School will be able to provide these PCR test kits to perform at 

home or you can go to www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test or call 119 to book a follow-up test. If ordering a PCR 

test yourselves, you should choose to visit a drive-through test site if possible, as it is faster than requesting a 

home test.   

During this time while they wait for the PCR result they will need to self-isolate.   

If the PCR test returns a positive result you will have to self-isolate and follow the guidance from NHS Test and 

Trace.    

What happens if the test is negative?   

They will be able to stay in school and resume their activities as normal. A student will only be told if they test 

positive on a ‘lateral flow’ test, so if you do not hear you can assume it was negative. A small number of 

students may need to repeat the test if the first test was invalid or void for some reason.  

What if a close contact at school/college tests positive?  

A close contact of someone in school who has tested positive for COVID-19 will need to self-isolate as per the 

national guidelines. This does not apply to household members or close contacts outside of school who will still 

need to self-isolate.  

What if my child develops symptoms?  

This testing programme at school is for people with no symptoms. If your child develops symptoms at any time 

(such as a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste) they 

must immediately self-isolate, and book a test by calling 119 (England, Wales and Northern Ireland) or visiting 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test.  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
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https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

