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16 September 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Having been back for just over a week, I wanted to write to you to give you an update on how things were 
progressing at school. Attendance is currently 95.5% which is very encouraging, well above local and 
national averages. This would indicate that most of our parents and students have strong confidence in 
our health and safety procedures. For those who are still worried about returning to school, please let us 
know what we can do to provide you with further support. 
 
I am really pleased with how our students and staff are responding. There is a real sense of optimism and 
positivity within the school. I would like to ask for your support in reminding children about social 
distancing, particularly with children in other year groups and members of staff. As you will be aware, we 
have created bubbles of students in year groups to help with this, but the inevitable passing in corridors 
when children are moving to specialist areas needs to be kept to a minimum.  
 
To date we have had no confirmed cases of Covid-19 within the school community. If and when we do, I 
will write to you to provide you with details of our response straight way.  
 
If your child develops any of the following symptoms below, please do not send them to school and seek 
a test.  
 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 
measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or 
taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

 
You must also wait for a test result before they return to school if this is negative. 
 
If a test result is positive, please contact the school immediately and ask to speak with Mr Reid, Mrs Lee 
or Mrs Mills. This will help us to plan our response to protect others. We will need to identify, notify and 
provide guidance for those who have been in close contact with someone with a positive result. Close 
contact is defined as: 
  

 a person who has had face-to-face contact (within one metre), with someone who has tested 
positive for COVID-19, including: 

o being coughed on 
o having a face-to-face conversation within one metre 
o having skin-to-skin physical contact, or 
o contact within one metre for one minute or longer without face-to-face contact 

 a person who has been within 2 metres of someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 for 
more than 15 minutes 
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 a person who has travelled in a small vehicle with someone who has tested positive for COVID-
19 or in a large vehicle or plane near someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 

 
We are confident in our procedures to respond to these circumstances but we must work closely with 
parents and carers to ensure we all follow government guidance and that we are able to act promptly. 
 
We are aware that there are a number of concerns being raised regarding school transport. There are 
reports of inconsistencies regarding the wearing of face masks. Guidance regarding face covering on 
school transport is available at: 
 
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/coronavirus/covid-19-school-transport-guidance-september-2020/ 
 
Somerset transport indicate ‘In line with Government advice it is strongly recommended that secondary 
aged children and young people wear a face covering on dedicated school transport’. If you have 
particular concerns with individual buses, please contact school transport on 0300 123 2224. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Mr A Reid 
Headteacher  
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